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University of Kentucky Pi Lambda Annual Report 2015-2016 
 


Initiation:  
Initiates are chosen from the top 20 % of juniors and 25% of seniors that are full time 


students and have engineering standing.  A minimum GPA of 3.5 is also taken into 
consideration.  The Advisor’s role in this procedure is providing the list of all students that meet 
the above criteria, and their corresponding emails and mailing addresses.  There is an 
information session held before the initiation and all eligible students are invited to join.  This is 
where they are informed of the bent polishing requirement to join, and the time and date of 
initiation are set as the deadline.  On initiation day the students are gathered a room where the 
president and vice president read the expectations of the initiates and they take the vows to 
uphold the standards set forth by Pi Tau Sigma.  In the Fall 2015 initiation proceedings, 11 
students were initiated on December 3 2015 and in the Spring initiation proceedings of March 
31, 2016, 14 students were initiated.   


Chapter Activities: 
This year our chapter sponsored a child’s Christmas.  Donations were collected and then 


the money was used to purchase Christmas gifts for the child of a local family in need.  In 
addition, our chapter awards an outstanding sophomore award at the engineering awards banquet 
to help promote the name recognition of the honor society and to acknowledge the efforts of the 
younger students that standout early in their education.  








Kentucky Pi Lambda 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky 


Chartered May 24, 1947. Number 36. 
 
Goals for 2008-2009 


The goals of the chapter for 2008-2009 were 
to restore the Pi Lambda Chapter to a 
respectable status as an active chapter of Pi 
Tau Sigma. Our primary focus was on 
returning our chapter to a state of good 
standing with the national headquarters. As 
part of this process Kentucky Pi Lambda was 
present at the national convention for the first 
time in many years. 


Activities 
For the past year, the officers of our 
organization have strived to restore our 
campus chapter to one that is active and in 
good standing. When we first began the year 
our chapter had few members, and even fewer 
active ones. Our early focus in the fall 
semester was to grow our membership. We 
reorganized the recruiting methods to include 
hand delivered invitations to attract more 
members. The effect of this was to double our 
number of members after only the fall 
initiation.  
 
After the fall initiation, our focus was on two 
main tasks: attending the national convention, 
and finding ways to become more involved on 
campus. For the first time in years, our 
organization had representatives present at 
tutoring events on campus. We also 
participated in the college’s E-Day (Engineer’s 
Day) celebration by hosting a competition for 
middle school and high school students. The 
contest challenged the students to construct 
Ping Pong Ball Launchers. Materials were 
provided, and the device that had the longest 
distance shot won a prize. The competition 
was a great success, and will be improved 
upon and done again next year. 
 
We were also fortunate enough to receive 
funding from the college of engineering to 
attend the 2009 Pi Tau Sigma National 
Convention. While this experience was 
essential to our goal of achieving good 
standing, we also used the experience to gain 
insight from other chapters around the country 
on how we could improve our own chapter.  
 
Our final activity of the semester was our 
spring initiation. While the numbers were 
smaller in this ceremony than in the fall, we 


were able to grow our organization and elect 
new officers. As the organization continues to 
grow, we hope to become more active on our 
campus. 


Graduates 
Joseph Bencomo – Eon US Louisville, KY 
Charles Butner – Pursuing Masters Degree in 


Mechanical Engineering at Purdue 
University West Lafayette, IN 


Charles Cummings – CNI Engineering 
Louisville, KY 


Trey Gilliam – Plans unknown 
Katie Kahman – Plans unknown 
Stephanie N. Necamp – Plans unknown 
Daniel R. Roettgen – Plans unknown 


Awards & Recognition 
James Michael Kramer – Outstanding 


Sophomore 2009 
Names of New Members 
Fall 2008 Pledges 


Amy R. Boatman John C. Calhoun  
Kathleen R. Lum Stephanie N. Necamp  
Daniel R. Roettgen Lisa M. Rogers  
Wesley A. Schal Mark P. Taylor 


Spring 2009 Pledges 
Keaton R. Dunigan Conal J. Green 
Matthew W. Isaacs Carl T. Mather 
Michael L. Scharfenberger Sara E. Thurston  


Transfer of Responsibilities 
Discussions were held between the current 
officers and the officers for next year to 
discuss their responsibilities and the focus for 
the group. The current officers have provided 
the new officers with contact information so 
questions can be answered throughout the 
year. Some of new officers served in officer 
positions in the previous year, and will help 
greatly with the transfer of responsibilities. All 
documents created for this school year were 
also forwarded along to the new officers.  


Plans for 2009-2010 
Next year, the Pi Lambda Chapter will strive 
to continue the improvement process that we 
have begum this year. We hope to complete 
the requirements on the national office again 
next year and be in good standing by summer 
2010.  
 
We also plan to expand our involvement on 
campus. We wish to have a greater presence at 
tutoring events on campus, and to develop 
some more service related projects. We hope 
to one day start a high school outreach 
program for future engineering majors in our 
community. 
 







Our success in the E-Day competition has 
caused us to elect an officer to head up 
planning for next year, so that the competition 
can grow, and be a way for Pi Tau Sigma to 
grow on our campus. We hope to have much 
success with is again next year. 


Chapter Officers 
President Charles Butner 
Vice President Charles Cummings 
Treasurer Joseph Bencomo 
Recording Secretary Amy Boatman 
Corresponding Secretary Mark Taylor 


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Tim Wu 


Contact Information 
http://engr.uky.edu 


Reporter 
Charles Butner 
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2017-2018 Pi Tau Sigma Report 


Kentucky Pi Lambda 


Prepared by Mingping Zhang, Pi Tau Sigma President (2018) 


 


A. Initiations 


 


Two initiations were hosted during this academic year.  The fall initiation took place on 


11/16/17 and 11/28/17, and 11 students were initiated. The spring initiation was on 4/3/18 


and 4/25/18, and 7 students were initiated. 


1. The initiation process began with getting the list of all eligible students from our 


chapter advisor Dr. Wu. Only the top 20% juniors and top 25% seniors were invited. 


Invitation emails were sent out to all eligible students for the smoker event.  


2. During the smoker event, a brief presentation about Pi Tau Sigma was given.  


Food was provided during the info session and bents were given to the potential initiates 


to polish.  


3. In the Initiation ceremony, an initiation rituals procedure was followed, and new 


members were initiated. Membership dues were collected during the ceremony and the 


shiniest bent received a discount.  The new initiates signed their names and wrote their 


personal emails on the roll book.  


 


B. Chapter Activities 


 


UK Pi Tau Sigma did many activities and volunteer events this year. We held meetings 


regularly to discuss activities and upcoming events. Here are the activities that we did 


during fall 2017 and spring 2018:  


 


1. Freshman Orientation: 


Orientation fair to show incoming freshman students about UK engineering 


organizations. We made a poster and answered questions about Pi Tau Sigma. 


This was a great event to advertise the organization. 


2. Career Fair volunteer: 


Pi Tau Sigma members helped the University successfully host the career fair 


events. The activities include checking in students, helping employers set up 


their tables, delivering water and guiding the locations etc.  


3. Observatory Night: 


Pi Tau Sigma successfully hosted an Observatory Night event for the members. 


The director of UK observatory helped a lot for this event. We first listened to 


an interesting “Star Talk” from a physics professor and then we went to the UK 


observatory to gaze the stars. We saw the stars and moon through the telescope 


and it was a memorable experience.  







4. E-day volunteer: 


E-day is an annual event hosted by UK College of Engineering for K-12 kids 


to experience engineering. Pi Tau Sigma helped set up the tables and decorate 


the venue for this event. 


 


C. Others: 


 


In addition to the chapter activities, occasionally we also held exam study sessions.  At this 


point, we are planning on going to the national convention next year.    


 


 


 


 








 


 PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT  


2009‐2010  


Kentucky Pi Lambda 


A. Initiations  


Selection is based upon meeting scholastic requirements as well as completing pledge 


requirements. Prior to initiation, pledges must shine and polish bents provided by the chapter as 


well as make a signature card (with very specific specifications) to be signed by current members, 


faculty, and fellow pledges. These activities provide insight on the student’s work ethic, and 


facilitate the getting-to-know process between current and potential members.  


The initiation ceremony is conducted by chapter officers and advisors, with the presence of 


current members. It is considered a serious occasion, so business formal attire is required. 


Afterward, a small reception is held for all new and current members with snacks and drink for 


the first social as a unified chapter. Fall and Spring initiations for this year occurred on 


November 9
th


, 2009 and April 12
th


, 2010, respectively.  


B. Chapter Activities  


For the past couple years, the officers of our organization have strived to restore our campus 


chapter to one that is active and in good standing, with the goal to build each year upon the 


activities set forth the previous year. As always, our foremost activity was fall initiation, in hopes 


to gain more active members to participate in the chapter activities. Last year, our chapter had 


representatives present at tutoring events on campus, and our attendance remained reliable this 


year. We also continued to participate in the college’s E-Day (Engineer’s Day) celebration by 


helping with setup and clean up, as well as again hosting a competition for middle school and 


high school students. The contest challenged the students to construct Ping Pong Ball Launchers. 


Materials were provided, and the device that had the longest distance shot won a prize. The 


competition was a great success, with many students who had participated last year returning to 


improve upon their methods of design. 


We were fortunate enough to receive funding from the College of Engineering to attend the 2010 


Pi Tau Sigma National Convention. While this experience was essential to our goal of keeping 


good standing, we also used the time to gain insight from other chapters around the country, as 


well as to network with these fellow members so as to improve our own chapter with new 


connections. 


The activity initiated this year was writing up descriptions of Mechanical Engineering Course 


Electives by those of us who have already taken the courses. This proved to be helpful to 


younger students who had questions about the course content, since many electives are vague in 


their descriptions, as well as to advisors in the Mechanical Engineering Department, who may 


not have known how to answer students’ questions about the courses offered. 


Our final activity of the year was our spring initiation. While the numbers were low for initiation 


during the year, we were still fortunate enough to grow our organization and elect new officers. 







This idea of chapter growth and improvement was facilitated by the ideal that the organization 


would begin to have some more continuity, as several graduating members would be staying in 


the area or attending graduate school the following year. 


C. Other  


Graduates 


 Mark Taylor—Pursuing M.S. in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Kentucky 


 Carl Mather— Pursuing M.S. in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Kentucky


 Wesley Schal—Cummins Product Development Engineer in Columbus, IN 


 Amy Boatman—UK Health Security Officer in Lexington, KY 


 Kassy Lum— Pursuing M.S. in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Kentucky


 Lisa Rogers—Sandia National Laboratories in Sandia, NM 


 Laura Mitchell—Walt Disney Imagineering Project Management Intern 


Awards & Recognition 


Brandon Witte—Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Mechanical Engineering Sophomore 


New Members 


Fall 2009 Pledges 


  Kristen Davis 


  Leah Dieball 


Spring 2010 Pledges 


  James Trimpe 


  Jeremy Glam 


  Luke Powell 


Chapter Officers 


 President—Mark Taylor 


 Vice President—Amy Boatman 


 Treasurer—Carl Mather 


 Recording Secretary—Sara Thurston 


 Corresponding Secretary—Kassy Lum 


Chapter Advisor 


 Dr. Tim Wu 


 


Transfer of Responsibilities 


Discussions were held between the current officers and the officers for next year to 


discuss their responsibilities and the focus for the group. The current officers have provided the 


new officers with contact information so questions can be answered throughout the year. Some 


of new officers served in officer positions in the previous year, and will help greatly with the 


transfer of responsibilities. All documents created for this school year were also forwarded along 


to the new officers. 


Reporter—Kassy Lum 


 


 








2018-2019 Pi Tau Sigma Chapter Report 


Kentucky Pi Lambda 


A. Initiations 
 
Two initiations were hosted during this academic year. The fall initiation took place on 
11/29/18 and 12/6/18, and 4 students were initiated. The spring initiation was on 2/20/18, 
and 5 students were initiated. 


1. The initiation process began with getting the list of all eligible students from our 
chapter advisor Dr. Wu. Only the top 20% juniors and top 25% seniors were invited. 
Invitation emails were sent out to all eligible students for the smoker event.  


2. During the smoker event, a brief presentation about Pi Tau Sigma was given. 
Smoker was hold to introduce these candidates to Pi Tau Sigma and inform them of the 
benefits of joining the society. Food was provided during the info session and bents were 
given to the potential initiates to polish.  


3. In the Initiation ceremony, an initiation rituals procedure was followed, and new 
members were initiated. Membership dues were collected during the ceremony and the 
shiniest bent received a discount.  The new initiates signed their names and wrote their 
personal emails on the roll book.  


 


B. Chapter Activities 
 
UK Pi Tau Sigma did many activities and volunteer events this year. We held meetings 
regularly to discuss activities and upcoming events. Here are the activities that we did 
during fall 2018 and spring 2019:  
 


1. Freshman Orientation: 
Orientation fair to show incoming freshman students about UK engineering 
organizations. We made a poster and answered questions about Pi Tau Sigma. 
This was a great event to advertise the organization. 


2. Career Fair volunteer: 
University of Kentucky career fair was hold in Sep 25. Pi Tau Sigma members 
helped the University successfully host the career fair events. The activities 
include checking in students, helping employers set up their tables, delivering 
water and guiding the locations etc.  


3. E-day volunteer: 
E-day is an annual event hosted by UK College of Engineering for K-12 kids 
to experience engineering. Pi Tau Sigma helped set up the tables and decorate 
the venue for this event. 
 


  4.   Study session:  







Joint study sessions with ASME so that mechanical engineers could work     
together on similar problems with food provided. It’s a great opportunity for 
mechanical engineering student to collaborate with each other on course work. 
Study session also included tutoring for the lower classmate. This is a 
meaningful event that will be continue and expand next year.  


 


C. Others: 
 
In addition to the chapter activities, occasionally we also held exam study sessions. Next 
year, we are planning to organize more social events to connect the members, like bowling, 
board game night, study night, dinner etc. We are also planning on going to the national 
convention next year to interact and network with other chapters.  


 


President for Fall 2019:  


Rachel Crigler, criglerr1@uky.edu 


 


 


 


 


   


 
 


 


 








2019-2020 Pi Tau Sigma Report 


Kentucky Pi Lambda 


 


A. Initiations 


 


One initiation was hosted during this academic year. The fall initiation took place on 


11/07/19 and 12/2/18, and 11 students were initiated. There was no spring initiation due to 


the pandemic crisis, no graduating seniors were eligible and interested so students planning 


on being initiated in spring are postponed until fall 2020 


1. The initiation process began with getting the list of all eligible students from our 


chapter advisor Dr. Wu. Only the top 20% juniors and top 25% seniors were invited. 


Invitation emails were sent out to all eligible students for the smoker event.  


2. During the smoker event, a brief presentation about Pi Tau Sigma was given.  


Food was provided during the info session and bents were given to the potential initiates 


to polish.  


3. In the Initiation ceremony, an initiation rituals procedure was followed, and new 


members were initiated. Membership dues were collected during the ceremony and the 


shiniest bent received a discount.  The new initiates signed their names and wrote their 


personal emails on the roll book.  


 


B. Chapter Activities 


 


UK Pi Tau Sigma did many activities and volunteer events this year. Most volunteer 


opportunities were distributed via email. Here are the activities that we did during fall 2019 


and spring 2020:  


 


1. Freshman Orientation: 


Orientation fair to show incoming freshman students about UK engineering 


organizations. We made a poster and answered questions about Pi Tau Sigma. 


This was a great event to advertise the organization. 


2. Career Fair volunteer: 


Pi Tau Sigma members helped the University successfully host the career fair 


events. The activities include checking in students, helping employers set up 


their tables, delivering water and guiding the locations etc.  


3. E-day volunteer: 


E-day is an annual event hosted by UK College of Engineering for K-12 kids 


to experience engineering. Pi Tau Sigma helped set up the tables and decorate 


the venue for this event. 


 


C. Others: 


 







In addition to the chapter activities, occasionally we also held exam study sessions mainly 


among members but others were welcome. 


 


President for Fall 2020:  


Rachel Crigler, criglerr1@uky.edu 
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