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Northwestern Pi Theta 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943. Number 33. 
 
Goals for 2007-2008 


Our goals for the year were to increase 
member involvement in departmental 
activities, organize spirit-building activities for 
the Mechanical Engineering department, and 
stimulate freshman interest in Mechanical 
engineering. 


Activities 
The Pi Theta chapter organized pizza lunches 
and a spring barbecue for ME faculty 
members, students majoring in ME and 
students considering majoring in ME.  
Members also helped answer questions from 
freshmen about the ME department at the 
annual engineering school information fair. 


Graduates 
Ibrahim AlAli – Stanford University, Ph.D. 
Justin Beck – Internship with Campus Crusade 


for Christ in Valencia, Venezuela 
Vytas Bradunas – McMaster Carr  
Christine Heckmann – JP Morgan 
Benjamin Heintz – Plans unknown 
Bryan Lochman – Plans unknown 
Grant Mahler – Plans unknown 
Benjamin Murphy – Northwestern Mechanical 


Engineering, M.S. 
Ezekiel Nelson – Caterpillar 
Jonathan Nipper – Boston Consulting Group 
Timothy O’Brien – Peace Corps 
Steven Rachaelson – Plans unknown 
Eric Schickli – Northwestern Engineering and 


Design and Innovation Program, M.S. 
Joni Stegeman – Ethicon Endo-Surgery 
Giovanni Wuisan – Plans unknown 


Awards & Recognition 
Joni Stegeman – Northwestern Co-op Student 


of the Year (2007-2008) 
Names of New Members 
Spring 2008 Pledges 


Jennifer Breger David Evitt 
Eleftherios Gdoutos Nathn Henry 
Victor Liu Andrew Long 
Bernard Lyons Grant Mahler 
Benjamin Murphy Jens Nostad 
Timothy O’Brien Jake Ramsley 
Steven Raphaelson Eric Schickli 
Cameron Scovil Matthew Turpin 
Alexander Wojcicki Jennifer Yong  First Last 


Transfer of Responsibilities 
The major transfer of responsibilities occurs 
during the planning of the year-end picnic.  
The newly installed officers take on this 


planning as their first task, and as they work 
on this, they consult with the previous officers, 
most of whom are about to graduate.  There is 
also discussion of responsibilities among new 
officers and the outgoing officers immediately 
after elections take place in spring. 


Plans for 2008-2009 
Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to 
continue to promote departmental social and 
professional activities.  The chapter will 
continue to host quarterly pizza socials as well 
as other events such as a barbecue. 
 
Additionally, we will likely work on creating a 
website to better promote our chapter of Pi 
Tau Sigma. 


Chapter Officers 
President Ibrahim AlAli 


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Mitra Hartmann (Current) 
Dr. Kevin Lynch (2007-2008) 


Contact Information 
N/A 
PiTauSigmaNU@gmail.com 


Reporter 
Jennifer Yong 
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Northwestern Pi Theta 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943. Number 33. 
 
Goals for 2008-2009 


Our goals for the year were to increase 
member involvement in departmental 
activities, organize spirit-building activities for 
the Mechanical Engineering department, and 
stimulate freshman interest in Mechanical 
engineering. 


Activities 
The Pi Theta chapter organized pizza lunches 
and a spring barbecue for ME faculty 
members, students majoring in ME and 
students considering majoring in ME.  
Members also helped answer questions from 
freshmen about the ME department at the 
annual engineering school information fair. 


Graduates 
Scott Aikin – Northwestern University, MS-


EDI 
Jennfier Breger –Finding employment 
David Evitt – Traveling  
Eleftherlos Gdoutos – Caltech, PhD in ME 
Nathan Henry -  
Zhefeil Li – Finding employment 
Victor Liu – Northwestern University, MS in 


ME 
Andrew Long – Northwestern University, PhD 


in Robotics 
Jens Notstad – Catechist for Church of the 


Redeemer 
Jake Ramsley – Northwestern University, MS 


in ME 
James Schuzle – Northwestern University, MS 


in ME 
Cameron Scovil – Northwestern University, 


MS in ME 
Mark Straccia - Volunteering 
Matthew Turpin – Univeristy of Pennsylvania, 


PhD in ME 
Alexander Wojcicki – Space Exploration 


Technologies 
Jennifer Yong – Stanford University, PhD in 


ME 
Awards & Recognition 


Jennfier Breger – 2nd place in Frey Design 
Competition 


Nathan Henry – 2nd place in Frey Design 
Competition 


Zhefei Li – Segal Design Institute Service 
Award 


Jens Notstad – Cum Laude 
Mark Straccia - – 2nd place in Frey Design 


Competition 


 
Matthew Turpin – ME Research and 


Innovation Award, 2nd place in Frey Design 
Competition 


Names of New Members 
Spring 2009 Pledges 


Eric Bell 
James Cooper 
Joseph Drain 
Heather Eisenman 
Colby Hastings 
Krystian Zimowski 
Benjamin Kolodner 
David Ufford    


Transfer of Responsibilities 
The major transfer of responsibilities occurs 
during the planning of the year-end picnic.  
The newly installed officers take on this 
planning as their first task, and as they work 
on this, they consult with the previous officers, 
most of whom are about to graduate.  There is 
also discussion of responsibilities among new 
officers and the outgoing officers immediately 
after elections take place in spring. 


Plans for 2009-2010 
Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to 
continue to promote departmental social and 
professional activities.  The chapter will 
continue to host quarterly pizza socials as well 
as other events such as a barbecue. 
 
Additionally, we will likely work on creating a 
website to better promote our chapter of Pi 
Tau Sigma. 


Chapter Officers 
President James Schulze 


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Mitra Hartmann (Current) 
Dr. Kevin Lynch (2007-2008) 


Contact Information 
N/A 
PiTauSigmaNU@gmail.com 


Reporter 
Joseph Drain 
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Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 


2009-2010 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 
Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33 


 


A. Initiation 


The selection criteria for initiation  are exactly those as listed on the 


official PTS website.  Specifically, for fall initiation we select 


 Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class 


 Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class 


In the spring initiation we select:  


 Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class    


  Students who are seniors  who are in the upper 35% of their class     


Fall initiation was held Wednesday November 4th 2009.  


Spring initiation was held   May 20 2010.  
 


B. Activities 


The Pi Theta chapter organized pizza lunches and a spring barbecue for ME faculty 


members, students majoring in ME and students considering majoring in ME.  


Members also helped answer questions from freshmen about the ME department at the 


annual engineering school information fair. 


 


C. Other 


Goals for 2009-2010 


Our goals for the year were to increase member involvement in departmental activities, 


organize spirit-building activities for the Mechanical Engineering department, and 


stimulate freshman interest in Mechanical engineering. 


 


Graduates 


Eric Bell 


James Cooper 


Joseph Drain 


Heather Eisenman 


Colby Hastings 


Krystian Zimowski 


Benjamin Kolodner 


David Ufford 


Ian Gemp 


 


Names of New Members 


Spring 2010 Pledges 


Ellen Abrams 


Ian Gemp 


Tyler Johnson 


Regan Radcliffe 







Kathryn Wittman 


    


Transfer of Responsibilities 


The major transfer of responsibilities occurs during the planning of the year-end picnic.  


The newly installed officers take on this planning as their first task, and as they work 


on this, they consult with the previous officers, most of whom are about to graduate.  


There is also discussion of responsibilities among new officers and the outgoing 


officers immediately after elections take place in spring. 


 


Plans for 2010-2011 


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social and 


professional activities.  The chapter will continue to host quarterly pizza socials as well 


as other events such as a barbecue. 


Additionally, the chapter would like to get more involved in peer academic advising for 


ME students.  


 


Chapter Officers 


President: Kathryn Wittman 


Chapter Advisor 


Dr. Mitra Hartmann  


Contact Information 


KathrynWittman2007@u.northwestern.edu 


Reporter 


Regan Radcliffe 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2010-2011 


Northwestern Pi Theta 
Evanston, Illinois 


 
A 


The selection criteria for initiation are exactly those as listed on the official PTS website. 
Specifically, for fall initiation we select  


Initiation 


• Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  
• Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
In the spring initiation we select:  


• Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  
• Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
Fall initiation was held Wednesday November 1st  2010. Spring initiation was held May 6, 2011. 
 
B 
 


Chapter Activities 


During the fall and winter quarter, our chapter organizes pizza lunches for all ME students, 
faculty, and staff, as well as for undergraduate students potentially interested in majoring in 
mechanical engineering. 


Pizza Lunches 


 


 Every year during spring quarter, towards the end of the year, we organize a barbecue for our 
ME department.  This year, we had about 150 attendees . 


Spring Barbecue 


 


For the annual engineering informational fair, PTS members answered questions regarding the 
ME major for freshmen considering majoring in mechanical engineering.  Also, seniors in PTS 
offered peer advising by providing useful information regarding classes and scheduling. 


Peer Counseling and Career Fair 


 
C 
 


Other 


1. Christopher Carhart 


Spring 2011 Initiates 


2. Kristin Landry 
3. Mary Morgan 
4. Sean Wood 







1. Luke Hemenetz 


Fall 2010 Initiates 


2. Andrew Kessler 
3. Hugh Le 
4. Yoke Leong 
5. Yuan Ma 
6. Noah Mosberg 
7. Timothy Rockers 
8. Andrew Sheffel 
9. Brooke Stanislawski 
10. Zachary Wheeler 


1. Ellen Abrams 


Graduating Members 


2. Scott Aikin 
3. Eric Bell 
4. Ryan Freeman 
5. Stephen Guerin 
6. Kevin Kao 
7. Ben Kolodner 
8. Travis Lau 
9. Tyler Mclean 
10. Andrew Nelson 
11. Jeffrey Shih 
12. James Schulze 
13. Regan Radcliffe 
14. Nathan Rosenbaum 
15. Tyler Johnson 
16. Eric West 


 


 
Goals for 2011 


We would like to increase member involvement in our activities; currently, most of our 
involvement is from current or previous exec members.  We would also like to increase publicity 
by creating a website and possibly creating an IT position on the exec board. 
 
Chapter Adviser 
 Dr. Todd Murphey 
Chapter Officers 







 President: Brooke Stanislawski 
 Vice Presient: Luke Hemenetz 
 Treasurer: Yoke Peng Leong 
 Secretary: Yuan David Ma 
Contact Information 
 brookestanislawski2012@u.northwestern.edu 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 


2011-2012 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 


Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33 


 


Initiation: 


 


Specifically, for fall initiation we select 


 Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class 


 Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class 


 


In the spring initiation we select:  


 Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class    


 Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class 


     


Fall initiation was held November 18th 2011.  


Spring initiation was held May 14th 2012.  


 


Activities: 


 


1. Pizza Lunch 


1. PTS sponsored a pizza lunch event dedicated to discussing mechanical 


engineering with faculty, staff, and students 


2. Department Fair 


1. PTS represented the Mechanical Engineering at the annual engineering 


department fair. Demonstrations featured a remote controlled helicopter, 


rapid prototyped and injection molded student projects, and a Formula 


SAE racecar. 


3. Peer Advising 


1. PTS set up a spring advising event to discuss course offerings and career 


guidance with undergraduate mechanical engineering students 


4. Wildcat Days Admission Tours 


1. PTS supported the Mechanical Engineering department by providing tours 


and information to prospective students visiting Northwestern. 


5. Spring Barbeque 


1. PTS partnered with the Formula SAE and Mini Baja teams to have a 


combined event advertising some of the interesting projects that students 


could be involved with. 


 
 


 


 







Other: 


 


Goals for 2013: 


Our goals for the year are to increase member involvement in departmental 


activities and raise awareness of opportunities within the Mechanical Engineering 


department. 


 


Graduates 


Kuschal S. Amin 


Christopher Steven Carhart 


Hannah Chung 


Andrea Ellen Fraga 


Luke Francis Hemenetx 


Lien M. Hoffmann 


Andrew Phillip Kessler 


Jesse Junehee Lee 


Yoke Peng Leong 


Yuan David Ma 


Ruben Antonio Marcos Bours 


Mary Theresa Morgan 


Noah A.W. Mosberg 


Thomas West Pickerill 


Timothy P. Rockers 


Nathan H. Rosenbaum 


Andrew Paul Rosenkranz 


Andrew James Scheffel 


Jeffery Jiun-Du Shih 


Matt S. Whitehill 


 


Names of New Members 


Spring 2010 Pledges 


Brian Bauman   


Lawrence Chen 


Matthew Filak   


Olivia Gann   


Chad Hilgenbrinck   


Lien Hoffman   


John McIllree   


Thomas Pickerill 


Kashyap Saxena 


Jessica Sudo 


 


 


 


 


    







Transfer of Responsibilities 


PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The major transfer of 


responsibilities occurs during the planning of the Spring Barbeque. The newly 


installed officers take on this planning as their first task consulting with the 


previous officers, most of who are about to graduate. 


 


Plans for 2012-2013 


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social 


and professional activities.  The chapter will continue to host quarterly pizza socials 


as well as other events such as a barbecue and academic advising.  


 


Chapter Officers 


President: Sakif Ferdous 


Vice President: Marissa Krotter 


Treasurer: Mark Fischer 


Secretary: Steven Wu 


Chapter Advisor 


Todd Murphey 


Contact Information 


   sakifferdous2013@u.northwestern.edu 


Reporter 


   Steven Wu 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 


2012-2013 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 
Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33 


 


Initiation:  
For fall initiation, our chapter selects:  


 Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  


 Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 


In the spring initiation we select:  


 Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  


 Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 


Fall initiation was held November 15
th


, 2012. Spring initiation was not held during this school 


year due to lack of response. 


 


Activities:  


 Department Fair  


o PTS represented the Mechanical Engineering department at the annual 


engineering department fair. Demonstrations featured a remote controlled 


helicopter, rapid prototyped and injection molded student projects, and a Formula 


SAE racecar.  


 Peer Advising  
o PTS worked closely with the mechanical department to provide advice to 


underclassmen during a spring departmental advising event. PTS members 


collaborated with ME professors to discuss course offerings and to provide career 


guidance to undergraduate mechanical engineering students  


 Wildcat Days Admission Tours  
o PTS supported the Mechanical Engineering department by providing tours and 


holding information sessions for prospective students visiting Northwestern.  


 ME Advisory Board 


o Members of PTS were selected to sit in on an advisory board meeting to provide 


insight about the experience of mechanical engineering students and to comment 


on areas of improvement/strengths.  







Other:  
Goals for 2013:  


Our goals for the year are to increase member involvement in departmental activities and raise 


awareness of opportunities within the Mechanical Engineering department. We also hope to 


generate partnerships with related engineering groups on campus in an effort to expand the 


network of students affected by PTS contributions. 


 


New Initiates: 


Paige   Von Achen 


Scott M. Schaper 


Aliza O.  Abraham 


Charlotte   Thayer 


Stefan   Hyde 


Daniel   McFarland 


Nikhil   Holay 


Zach    Rachlin 


Keegan    Dunn 


Jeffrey   Weltzer 


Melanie   Nehrkorn 


August   Domel 


John    Taseff 


Jahan   Alam 


Jacob   Buser 


Mikolaj   Tyksinski 


Kevin   Doherty 


Andrew   Welter 


Andrew   Grieseme 


 


Transfer of Responsibilities  


PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The major transfer of responsibilities 


occurs during the planning of spring quarter events. The newly installed officers take on this 


planning as their first task consulting with the previous officers, most of whom are about to 


graduate.  


 


Plans for 2013-2014  


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social and 


professional activities. The chapter will focus on providing consistent advising opportunities for 


underclassmen, in an effort to provide a relatable perspective for students. It will also focus on 


departmental relations in an effort to improve the experience of mechanical engineering students, 


and to improve the quality of the product provided both inside and outside of the classroom  


 


Chapter Officers  


President: Zachary Rachlin   


Vice President: Nikhil Holay  


Treasurer: Scott Schaper 


Secretary: Stefan Hyde 







 


Chapter Advisor  


Todd Murphey  


 


Contact Information  


zacharyrachlin2014@u.northwestern.edu  


 


Reporter  


Stefan Hyde 
 



mailto:zacharyrachlin2014@u.northwestern.edu






Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2013-2014 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 
Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33 
 
Initiation:  
 
For fall initiation, our chapter selects:  


• Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  
• Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
In the spring initiation we select:  


• Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  
• Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
Fall initiation was held December 2nd, 2013. Spring initiation was held on May 21st, 2014.  
 
 
Activities:  
 
Advising Open House 


PTS members participated in the engineering open house on January 9th, 2014 to discuss with 
first year engineers the ME major, new classes, departmental advising, and any special events 
that happen in the Winter and Spring Quarters. 


 
Department Fair  


PTS represented the Mechanical Engineering department at the annual engineering 
department fair on February 12th, 2014. Students shared their experiences as ME majors with 
first year engineers. Demonstrations included rapid prototyped and injection molded student 
projects.  


 
Peer Advising  


PTS worked closely with the Mechanical Engineering department to provide advice to a 
record number of rising sophomores during advising events on May 1st and May 5th. PTS 
members collaborated with ME professors to discuss course offerings and scheduling. 


 
ME Advisory Board  


Members of PTS were selected to sit in on an advisory board meeting to provide insight 
about the experience of mechanical engineering students and to comment on areas of 
improvement/strengths.  


 
  







Other:  
 
New Members 
Fall 2013 Initiates: 


Harrison Briggs 
Peter Daniel Craig 
Eric Elias 
Phoebe Evans 
Aaron Fast 
Ignacio Garcia 
Davin Kim 
Caroline Jean Pineo 
Aaron Sears 
Andrew Edward Shiao 
Laura Rose Sverchek 
Sarah S. Toy 


 
Spring 2014 Initiates: 


Matthew Felz 
Jeff Hosan 
Peter Knapp 
Chris Pontisakos 
Erin Sosdian 
Micah Benjamin Zeitz 


 
Transfer of Responsibilities  


PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The major transfer of 
responsibilities occurs during the planning of spring quarter events. The newly installed 
officers take on this planning as their first task consulting with the previous officers, most of 
whom are about to graduate.  


 
Plans for 2014-2015  


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social and 
professional activities. The chapter will focus on providing consistent advising opportunities 
for underclassmen, both academic-wise and career-wise, in an effort to provide a relatable 
perspective for students. We also aim to increase member involvement in these activities.  


 
In order to achieve these goals, exec plans to meet more often and organize more events, 
including the following: 


• Peer advising as a more casual and intimate event in addition to current rising 
sophomore group advising 


• A panel on grad school with professors and graduate students 
• Internship/career workshop for upperclassmen to help underclassmen work on 


resumes, practice for career fairs, etc. 
• The return of more social events (in the past we have had pizza lunches and a spring 


barbeque) 
• Design competition(s) (i.e., water balloon catapults) 
• PTS service activity 







In addition, the chapter plans to maintain a Google drive folder to record meeting minutes and to 
pass on information to future officers (and to potentially make available to all current members). 


 
Chapter Officers  


President: Aaron Fast  
Vice President: Andrew Shiao  
Treasurer: Sarah Toy  
Secretary: Caroline Pineo  


 
Chapter Advisor 


Todd Murphey  
 
Contact Information  


aaronfast2015@u.northwestern.edu  
 
Reporter  


Caroline Pineo 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2015-2016 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 


 


A. Initiations 


 


For fall initiation, our chapter selects:  


 Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  


 Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 


In the spring initiation we select:  


 Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  


 Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 


Spring initiation was held on May 29th, 2016 with five new members attending the initiation. Fall 


initiation was held December 2nd, 2016 with eight new members. In both initiations, the 


President and Vice President of the Northwestern chapter read out the goals of the Pi Tau Sigma 


and the new initiates recited the pledge.  


 


B. Chapter Activities 
 


Weekly Peer Advising  


PTS held weekly advising sessions for underclassmen to help them select classes and aid them in 


their coursework. PTS members collaborated with Tau Beta Pi to help students discuss course 


offerings and scheduling. 


 


Field trip 


We conducted initial planning for mechanical engineering based field trips to be held later this 


this year. The goal of the field trips is to bridge the gap between what the students learn in class 


and industry. We sent out interest forms to undergraduate students to determine which fields 


would be most interesting to them. Some companies we plan to visit and have contacts for 


include Kay Manufacturing, PepsiCo and BorgWarner Automative. 


 


Finals snacks 


The PTS officers gave out snacks as a stress relief technique to all the undergraduate students 


taking mechanical engineering final exams.  


 


  







C. Other 


 


Transfer of Responsibilities  
PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The previous officers, most of whom 


are seniors, pass on any documents, meeting minutes and information related to Pi Tau Sigma to 


the new officers to ensure a smooth transition.  


 


Plans for 2016-2017  


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to promote more professional activities as well as 


continuing the weekly peer advising for underclassmen. We aim to achieve this by:  


 Conducting field trips to nearby engineering companies which focus on design, 


manufacturing and mechanical engineering. 


 Continuing the weekly peer advising sessions with a focus on helping students with 


coursework and class selection. 


 Holding panels or talks about internships and co-ops and helping students work on 


resumes and career fair practice. 


 Organizing more social events to bring a sense a community to the mechanical 


engineering students. 


 


Chapter Officers  


President: Joshua Coffey 


Vice President: Rebecca Rymsza 


Treasurer: Jovan Kangrga 


Secretary: Oluseyi Babatola 


 


Chapter Advisor 


Todd Murphey  


 


Contact Information  


Joshuacoffey2017@u.northwestern.edu 


 


Reporter  


Oluseyi Babatola 


 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2016-2017 


Northwestern University Pi Theta 
Evanston, Illinois 


Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33 
 
Initiation:  
 
For fall initiation, our chapter selects:  


● Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  
● Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
In the spring initiation we select:  


● Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  
● Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


 
Fall initiation was held December 2, 2017. Spring initiation was held on May 25, 2017.  
 
Activities:  
 
Peer Advising  


PTS worked closely with the Mechanical Engineering department to host at least one peer 
advising session per week, starting October 19, 2016 and continuing through March 6, 2017. 
The advising sessions were open to all students in the Mechanical Engineering department as 
well as undecided students. Advisors discussed course plans for the Mechanical Engineering 
major, career plans, study habits, and wellness strategies with attendees. 


 
ME Advisory Board  


Members of PTS were selected to sit in on an advisory board meeting to provide insight 
about the experience of mechanical engineering students and to comment on areas of 
improvement/strengths.  


 
  







Other:  
 
New Members 
 
Fall 2016 Initiates: 


 
Courtney  Cavanaugh 


Harrison  Chen 


Colton  Colwell 


Patrick  Doyle 


Stephanie  Gavell 


Austin  Han 


Rachel  Hughes 


Benjamen  Lim 


Andrew  Saloutos 


Robert  Sanders 


Blake  Strebel 


Sarah  Venetianer 


Emma  Wilgenbusch 


Judah  Anolick 


Richard  Beaumont 


John v McCartney 


Bridget  Popovic 


Jonathan  Sammon 


Alexandra  Tabing 


 
 
 







Spring 2017 Initiates: 
 


Chiung-wei  Chen 


Christina  Dornbusch 


Suwei  Liu 


Alec  Reinke 


Spencer  Simon 


Kristen  Stuzynski 


 
 
Transfer of Responsibilities  


PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The major transfer of 
responsibilities occurs during the planning of spring quarter events. The newly installed 
officers take on this planning as their first task consulting with the previous officers, most of 
whom are about to graduate.  


 
Plans for 2017-2018  


Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social and 
professional activities. The chapter will focus on providing consistent advising opportunities 
for underclassmen, both academic-wise and career-wise, in an effort to provide a relatable 
perspective for students. We also aim to increase member involvement in these activities.  


 
In order to achieve these goals, exec plans to meet more often and organize more events, 
including the following: 


● Peer advising as a more casual and intimate event in addition to current rising 
sophomore group advising 


● A panel on grad school with professors and graduate students 
● Internship/career workshop for upperclassmen to help underclassmen work on 


resumes, practice for career fairs, etc. 
● The return of more social events (in the past we have had pizza lunches and a spring 


barbeque) 
● Design competition(s) (i.e., water balloon catapults) 
● PTS service activity 


 
In addition, the chapter plans to maintain a Google drive folder to record meeting minutes and to 
pass on information to future officers (and to potentially make available to all current members). 


 
 
 
 







Chapter Officers  
President: Andrew SaLoutos  
Vice President: Robert Sanders  
Treasurer: Blake Strebel 
Secretary: Courtney Cavanaugh  


 
Chapter Advisor 


Todd Murphey  
 
Contact Information  


andrewsaloutos2018@u.northwestern.edu  
Blakestrebel2018@u.northwestern.edu 


 
Reporter  


Courtney Cavanaugh 
 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter 
Report 2017-2018 Northwestern 


University Pi Theta ​Evanston, Illinois 
Chartered May 14, 1943: Number 33  


Initiation:  


For fall initiation, our chapter selects:  
● Students who are juniors this year who are in the upper 25% of their class  
● Students who are seniors this year who are in the upper 35% of their class  


In the spring initiation we select:  
● Students who are juniors who are in the upper 33% of their class  
● Students who are seniors who are in the upper 35% of their class  


Fall initiation was held on December 2, 2019. Spring initiation was held on May 26th, 
2020. Each initiation is run through according to script, and each new member is sworn 
in. 


Activities:  


Peer Advising  
Pi Theta normally hosts advising sessions open to all students in the Mechanical 
Engineering department as well as undecided students. Advisors discussed course plans for 
the Mechanical Engineering major, career plans, study habits, and wellness strategies with 
attendees. However, advising was cut short due to Coronavirus this year. 


ME Advisory Board  
Members of Pi Theta were selected to sit in on an advisory board meeting to provide 
insight about the experience of mechanical engineering students and to comment on areas 
of improvement/strengths. Saw new Mechanical Engineering curriculum overhaul for 
incoming freshmen and sophomores. 
 


Other:  


New Members  


Fall 2019 Initiates:  







David Harper 


Michael Haymes 


Benjamin Smith 


Logan Goering 


 


Spring 2020 Initiates:  


Mackenzie Gray 







Willa Ostroff 


Isaac Rasmussen 


Sophia Schmidt 


Jeffery Wieland 


 


Transfer of 
Responsibilities  


PTS officers are elected during the fall initiation ceremony. The major transfer of 
responsibilities occurs during the planning of spring quarter events. The newly installed 
officers take on this planning as their first task consulting with the previous officers, most of 
whom are about to graduate.  


Plans for 2020-2021 
Next year, the Pi Theta chapter plans to continue to promote departmental social and 
professional activities. The chapter will focus on providing consistent advising 
opportunities for underclassmen, both academic-wise and career-wise, in an effort to 







provide a relatable perspective for students. We also aim to increase member involvement 
in these activities.  


In order to achieve these goals, exec plans to meet more often and organize more 
events, including the following:  


● Internship/career workshop for upperclassmen to help underclassmen 
work on resumes, practice for career fairs, etc.  


● Expansion of peer advising to events to allow freshmen/sophomores to 
socialize with upperclassmen and each other inside the Mechanical 
Engineering department 


● Bringing in more people from different industries to give talks 
● A panel on grad school with professors and graduate students  
● PTS service activity 


Chapter 
Officers  


President: David Harper 
Vice President: Michael Haymes 
Treasurer: Benjamin Smith 
Secretary: Logan Goering 


Chapter Advisor  
Todd 
Murphey  


Contact Information  
BenjaminSmith2021.1@u.northwestern.edu 
MichaelHaymes2021@u.northwestern.edu 
DavidHarper2020@u.northwestern.edu 
LoganGoering2021@u.northwestern.edu 





