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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
 


2016-2017 
 


AUBURN CHI  
 


A. Initiations  
 
Selection  
 
This year we held our fall initiation on November 7th, 2016, and inducted 17 students into the 
Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Our spring initiation was held on April 25, 2017, and 16 
students were inducted into the chapter. Each prospective member received an email at the 
beginning of the semester with an invitation to an informational meeting detailing the 
requirements and benefits of joining Pi Tau Sigma. Prospective members have proven excellence 
in their academic endeavors at Auburn University and were selected based on their GPA and 
class rank. Juniors were in the top 1/4th of their class and seniors in the top 1/3rd of their class. 
All prospective members held a GPA above a 3.25, attended Auburn for at least 1 semester prior 
to initiation, and were not graduating the semester of initiation.  
 
Initiation Requirements 
 
Once selected, each prospective member of Pi Tau Sigma completed several tasks before 
initiation. Firstly, each prospective member obtained signatures from three professors in the 
Mechanical Engineering Department who attested to the character of the student. This 
encouraged students to build lasting relationships with their professors and gave our chapter an 
opportunity to judge the integrity of the individual. One of the signatures was from the current 
faculty advisor, Dr. Richard Williams. This allowed our advisor to connect with each new 
member.  
 
Secondly, each prospective member completed two hours of community service. Our chapter 
provides STEM related service events through involvement with E-Day and other volunteer 
events with the Mechanical Engineering Department. We also pass along any other service 
opportunities that are emailed to our chapter. This past year new and current members 
volunteered with the regional and state Science Olympiads, BEST Robotics, Jr. Mad Scientist, 
STEM Discovery Day, and Nanodays. For the second year, our chapter sent a team comprised of 
prospective members and current members to Auburn’s Big Event.  
 
Thirdly, prospective members polished and painted a bent. This requirement gave the students an 
opportunity to utilize several different labs on campus as well as have a physical representation 
of their involvement and membership in Pi Tau Sigma. The prospective member with the best-
polished bent, as judged by our academic advisor, was waived their initiation fee. This offered 
light competition between prospective members and encouraged students to take this task 
seriously and complete it to the best of their ability.  
 







Fourthly, prospective members attended a social event hosted by our chapter. This past year’s 
events included bent polishing parties in the fall, a student panel in the fall, a movie night both 
semesters, and a game night in the spring. These social events allowed prospective members an 
opportunity to get to know each other and any current members in attendance as well. Further 
description of each event is detailed below.  
 
Initiation Ceremony 
 
Completing all the above requirements allowed prospective members to attend the initiation 
ceremony and become official members of our chapter. The initiation ceremony included a 
thorough explanation of the values and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma. The president and vice president 
also presented the fraternity coat of arms and colors to explain the symbolic significance of these 
items. Our advisor gave a short speech about his expectations and offered encouragement for 
new members to stay actively involved as well as lead the chapter in new endeavors. Directly 
after the ceremony, we hosted a catered buffet in the McCartney Suite of the Shelby Center 
where the new members congregated with the current officers and faculty advisor while 
celebrating their achievements.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fall 2016 Initiates & Board of Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Spring 2017 Initiates & Board of Officers 







 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
Points System 
 
This past year the officer board decided to enact a points system in an effort to gain more 
participation from active members beyond the minimum requirement for maintaining “good 
standing” within the chapter. The current system requires members to attend one social event, the 
general meeting, or the election meeting each semester to remain in good standing. Members 
who fail to meet this requirement are placed on probation and probationary members are not 
allowed to purchase cords and stoles for graduation. With the new points system, members who 
attend more than one event throughout the semester are awarded points, and the member with the 
highest point total at the end of the semester receives an Amazon gift card. This system helped 
increase participation at all events and will be carried forward through the next year.  
 
Chapter Meetings  
 
Each semester there were two meetings held for members to attend. The first was the general 
member meeting which is near the start of the semester and sets up all of the activities and 
important information for the semester. The election meeting was held after initiation and the 
board of officers for the next semester were voted on and established. These meetings were also 
used to discuss and vote on the items sent down from the National Board. The general meetings 
were held on October 4th, 2016 and January 31st, 2017 for the fall and spring semesters 
respectively. Pizza was served at both meetings. The election meetings were held on November 
14th, 2016 and April 26th, 2017. As seen in past semesters, the highest number of member 
attendance throughout the semester was at both of these meetings with between 25-30 students in 
attendance.  
 
Departmental Events & Involvement 
 
As part of our commitment to serve the Mechanical Engineering department at Auburn 
University, our chapter assisted in an undergraduate research informational poster session hosted 
by the MECH-E department. This event was part of an initiative to increase student participation 
in research by awarding 5 research stipends to undergraduate students. Our chapter was 
responsible for contacting professors to present a poster at the session, advertising for the event, 
collecting and displaying the posters, and manning an informational booth at the event itself. The 
event was a success and our chapter looks forward to assisting the MECH department with 
similar events in the future. A flyer for the event is attached at the end of the report.  
 
During the fall semester several leaders within the chapter were invited to sit down and talk with 
an ABET representative about student organizations within the Mechanical Engineering 
Department. This was a great opportunity to discuss the roles of Pi Tau Sigma on Auburn’s 
campus. Items that were discussed at the meeting included funding for student organizations, 
departmental support, and faculty/advisor support.  
 







This past fall we hosted our second student panel. The panel was started to allow younger 
classmen to ask senior students about courses, research, co-op and internships, and how to 
navigate being an engineer at Auburn University. This event was held on October 10, 2016. The 
student panel consisted of 6 senior members. We partnered with the “Intro to Engineering” 
course and students were allowed to use our event as one of the required events for their course.  
There were about 30 freshman and sophomore students in attendance. The entire session lasted 
about 90 minutes and was beneficial to the both the panelists and attendees. A flyer is attached at 
the end of the report.  
 
Social Events 
 
Bent polishing parties were hosted this fall to benefit the prospective new members with their 
initiation requirements. Two parties were hosted. Students were able to use the senior design lab 
and dremels provided by our chapter to polish their bent. The two events were held on October 
25th and October 31st, 2016. In the spring semester, the lab implemented new rules and a fairly 
intensive training process for lab use. Our chapter worked closely with the Lab TA to facilitate 
extra times for prospective members to attend training sessions. Participation was low however. 
Our chapter has discussed and will continue to look for a new approach to help prospective new 
members with this initiation requirement.  
 
Both semesters we hosted a movie night. The movies shown were Back to the Future in the fall 
and Ghostbusters in the spring. The theme for this year was throwback science fiction. The 
movie nights were held on October 18, 2016 and March 6th, 2017. Standard movie snacks were 
provided.   
 
In the spring semester we hosted a Mario Cart party. This event was held on April 18th, 2017. 
The party was hosted at one of the officer’s house and had over 15 members, prospective and 
current, in attendance. This event was a great way to distract from the stress of tests and end of 
the semester projects. Light refreshments were served.  
 
Service Events  
 
Every year members of the Auburn Chi chapter volunteer with Auburn’s E-day. The tradition 
was continued this past spring on February 24th, 2017. E-day was established to provide high 
school students with an opportunity to tour Auburn’s campus, engineering facilities, and connect 
with engineering students and faculty. Current and prospective members volunteered at this by 
assisting with the MECH-E department booth in the main center, giving tours of the MECH-E 
building, manning help stations throughout campus to direct visitors, and manning an 
informational table for Pi Tau Sigma Auburn Chi. This was the first year that our chapter had a 
student organization table at E-Day. We had a reverse pendulum on display, our organizational 
banner, and organizational brochures. Students were available from 8 AM – 1 PM to answer 
questions about the organization and Mechanical Engineering in general. A copy of the brochure 
used is attached at the end of the report.  
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Spring 2017 E-Day Student Organization Booth 
 


 
For the second year, our chapter took a team to the Big Event. Big Event was held on March 4th, 
2017. We spent the day helping with yard work at a local church. The team consisted of both 
current and new members. There were a total of 10 students who attended the Big Event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Spring 2017 Big Event Team 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Spring 2017 Big Event Team  
 


Convention  
 
This past spring, we sent two members, Victoria Luther and Stone Bynum, to the National 
Convention in Philadelphia. They had the opportunity to meet with members from other chapters 
and gain insight into the inner workings of chapters from across the nation. Both returned with 
enthusiasm and ideas for pushing our chapter further in involvement and excellence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







A. Attachments 
Copy of Research Event Flyer 


 
 







Copy of Student Panel Flyer  


 
 
 







Copy of PTS Brochure Inside Sheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 


2018-2019 


Auburn Chi 


 


A. Initiations 


This year we held our fall initiation on November 15, 2018, and inducted 28 students into 


the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Our spring initiation was held on Thursday, April 18, 


2019, and 7 students were initiated then. These students were all junior and sophomores who 


have excelled in their academic endeavors at Auburn University. Potential new members for the 


Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma are selected from the top quarter of the junior class and 


senior class. Only these students are eligible to join Pi Tau Sigma at Auburn University. Every 


student that meets these requirements receives an e-mail at the beginning of each semester 


inviting them to an information meeting concerning the requirements to join Pi Tau Sigma and 


the opportunity to impact the Mechanical Engineering department at Auburn University through 


involvement in Pi Tau Sigma. Each potential new member of Pi Tau Sigma must complete a set 


of initiation rituals in order to join our chapter. First, each potential initiate must obtain 


signatures from three professors in the Mechanical Engineering department who can attest to the 


character of the student. This encourages students to interact with their professors and gives our 


chapter an opportunity to judge the integrity of the individual. Additionally, one of these 


signatures must be our current standing faculty advisor, Dr. Williams. All potential initiates must 


also complete two hours of community service. Many fulfill this requirement by volunteering at 


E-Day, an exploratory program for middle and high school students interested in engineering. 


Current and future members of Pi Tau Sigma volunteer at this event as tour guides of the 


Mechanical Engineering buildings or manning help station booths to direct visitors to each 


engineering building on campus. At the end of this document, is the tour layout of the 


Mechanical Engineering Building. Other volunteer opportunities for members include IMPACT, 


Auburn’s volunteering organization, The Big Event, a community-wide day of service, and 


Engineers Without Borders, an organization committed to helping developing countries with 


engineering solution. Additionally, each potential new member must polish and paint a bent. 


This requirement gives the students an opportunity to apply some of the knowledge they have 


learned in their machine classes and gives them a physical talisman to remember their initiation. 


It is also an effective way to deter those who regard membership in Auburn Chi as just a resume 


line. The initiation fee is covered by the chapter for the person with the best polished bent. 


Finally, the last requirement for initiation is the attendance of a social event hosted by Pi Tau 


Sigma. This year’s social events included a trivia night, two movie nights and four bent polishing 


parties (two each semester) were hosted to aid potential initiates in the polishing or their bents. 


Once all of these requirements have been met and the students have paid the initiation fee, 


students can become an official member of Pi Tau Sigma. Our initiation ceremony includes a 


thorough explanation of the values and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma. The president and vice president 


also present the fraternity coat of arms and colors to explain the symbolic significance of these 


items. Following the ceremony, all new initiates are invited out to dinner with the current 


officers and our faculty advisor to celebrate their achievements. 







 


 


B. Chapter Activities 


We had two Bent polishing parties a semester that allowed new members a chance to use 


our dremels to polish and paint their Bents.  Pi Tau Sigma increased its campus presence through 


service events this year. Many initiates and members volunteered at Auburn University’s annual 


E-Day on February 22, 2019. Members gave tours to middle school and high school students 


through the Samuel Ginn College of Engineering with specific focus at the mechanical 


engineering building, Wiggins Hall. The mechanical engineering tour consisted of an 


explanation of what mechanical engineers do in the lobby, and then a tour of the Design and 


Manufacturing Laboratory followed by a tour of the Auburn Formula and Baja SAE teams. Pi 


Tau Sigma also participated in Auburn University’s Big Event this year for the first time on 


March 23rd, 2019. Pi Tau Sigma members formed a Big Event team and helped elderly members 


of the Auburn community with yardwork. We racked and replaced pine needles and cut back 


shrubs. Two members, Chase Matthews and Elise Bauer, went to national convention this year at 


Colorado State University. They had the opportunity to meet several other passionate young 


engineers and chapter sponsors.  


 A main focus for the spring was to work on career development for members. We worked 


with Auburn’s career development office and had a speaker talk about how to do an elevator 


speech and ways to improve your resume. The members then practiced their speeches with each 


other giving them constructive criticism and confidence before they speak in front of future 


employers. Following this event, in the same week, we had a smaller scale career event prior to 


the Career Fair with ASME that allowed members to have longer, more in-depth conversations 


with companies and gain more practice and confidence when talking to companies. Multiple job 


offers came from this event. We also had a trivia night that created fellowship and healthy 


competition among members. At the end of the semester we partnered again with ASME for a 


student versus professor softball game. The students unfortunately lost but it was a great 


opportunity to spend time with professors and other members before the end of the semester. We 


finished each semester with an election meeting and allowed for seniors to pick up their cords 


and say their goodbyes to each other. Overall it was a fantastic year.  







 


Figure 2: Elevator Speech Flyer 


 


Figure 1: Pi Tau Sigma Members Volunteering for Big Event 








 


 
 


Auburn Chi Chapter 
Auburn University, Auburn, AL 


December 7, 1940.  Number 23 
Goals for 2006-2007 


The goals of the chapter for 2007 - 2008 were to 
continue our past success of promoting the 
professional growth and development of our 
members, build camaraderie between students 
and faculty, increase community services 
activities, and promote new member 
involvement. 


Activities  
During Auburn University’s annual E-day event, 
we organized departmental tours, put on 
engineering displays, and spoke to high school 
students to increase awareness of Mechanical 
Engineering.  This included demonstrating the 
learning opportunities and projects such as 
Formula 1 SAE, Mini Baja, and Solar Car. 
Students were also able to see current research 
projects including the motion capture lab, 
dynamics lab, and GAV lab (including vehicle 
automation research). We also organized a 
community service project for the new and old 
members to participate in.  We organized the 
second annual faculty versus student softball 
game in order to foster faculty-student 
relationships.  We also organized a member 
activity to attend a hockey game to promote 
camaraderie. 


Graduates   
Janine Mask Ryan Hill 
Allen Craven Jonathan Ryan 
Christine Taylor Lowell Brown 
Simon Gonzalez Taylor Wingo 
Ben Baldwin Sam Skinner 
Alan Dunlavy David Came 
Brett Goodson Julia Jones 
Bruce Shue Cory Steigerwald 
Erin McMullin Charles Pilman 
David Jones Carl Barlow 
Chad Turner Justin Porter 
Matthew Hinson Jared Deerman 


Awards & Recognition 
Names of New Members   
Fall 2007 Pledges 


Richard Howard Andrew Riley 
Haley Walker Matthew Hinson 
Sean Leonard Beau Helton 
Rob Goodwin Brian Hornsby 
Ryan Cowart Trenton Thompson 
Jared Deerman 


Spring 2008 Pledges 
Brett Thach Will Kent 


Jeff Bernauer Casey Still 
John Polchow Zachary Lamb 
Daniel Seibert Jong Ha Youn 
Amy Huguley Will Abercrombie 
Herbert Young Stephen Landgrave 


Transfer of Responsibilities 
We sent two future officers to the national 
convention along with six other members.  This 
was to contribute and provide some best 
practices that have worked for us in the past as 
well as other chapters at the convention.  Of 
those that attended, one current officer had 
attended before while the others attended to pass 
on the practices and ideals of the organization.   


Plans for 2007-2008 
Continue to increase member involvement with 
social activities with members and faculty.   
Build relationships between the organization and 
local businesses.  Continue with the annual 
faculty softball game.  Support the Mechanical 
Engineering Department through E-day.  
Promote interest in Mechanical Engineering and 
PTS by speaking to freshman engineering 
orientation classes. 


Chapter Officers  
President Julia Jones 
Vice President Allen Craven 
Treasurer Christine Taylor 
Secretary Janine Mask 
Social Activities Chair Haley Walker 
Community Service Chair Alan Gaskins 


Chapter Advisor   
    Dr. Subhash Sinha 
Contact information   
    www.eng.auburn.edu/organizations/PTS 
    sinhasc@auburn.edu 
Reporter 


Julia Jones 
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Auburn Chi 
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama 


Chartered December 7, 1940. Number 23 
 
Goals for 2008-2009 


The goals of the chapter for 2008-2009 were to 
continue activities that promote faculty & student 
interaction outside of the classroom. We also 
wanted to update our website to make information 
available to anyone interested in our organization.  


 
Activities  


During the past year, we continued to sell the 
Mechanical Engineering t-shirts to students and 
faculty. We sold the shirts out of the department 
office with the help of the department secretary. 
This proved effective as the shirts were more 
accessible to the students and were kept in a secure 
location.  
The Community Service Chair, Corey Farmer, was 
successful in organizing a community service 
project for the new initiates. They were given 
contact information and event dates for local 
community organizations such as the Lee County 
Food Bank and Lee County Humane Society.  
The chapter’s webpage was successfully updated 
over the past year. It has a new look along with all 
current information.  
We planned our annual faculty student softball 
game again for this spring. However, because of 
unreliable weather, it was changed to a faculty vs. 
student basketball game. The attendance was only 
fair because of the weather conditions, but it was 
enjoyable for all who participated. 


 
Graduates   


Pierre-Olivier Gourmelon – Slumberger, 
International Mobile Engineer, location TBD 


Jack Becker – Slumberger Oilfield Services, Field 
Engineer, International location TBD 


Joe Bryant – Graduate School, Dallas Theological 
Seminary, pursuing a Masters of Theology 


Bryant Hains – Graduate School, Auburn 
University, Masters of Mechanical Engineering 


Jacob Mattox – United States Navy, Nuclear Power 
School, Charleston, South Carolina 


Karen Kirk – Graduate School, University of Texas 
in Austin, pursuing a Masters degree in 
Biomechanical Acoustics Engineering 


Trenton Thompson – Missile Defense Agency, 
Huntsville, Alabama 


Alan Gaskins   Plans unknown 
Beau Helton   Plans unknown 
Brett Goodson   Plans unknown 
Chris Purcell   Plans unknown 
Jackson Wilson  Plans unknown 


Rob Goodwin   Plans unknown 
Ryan Cowart   Plans unknown 


 
Awards & Recognition  


Pierre Gourmelon was the named the Mechanical 
Engineering Department’s nominee for the College 
of Engineering’s Graduate of the Year.  


 
Names of New Members   
Fall 2008 Pledges 


Corey Farmer Clayton Henson 
Jim Carruth  JenniferColes 
Lori Beth Dutcher  Matthew Kirk  
Caleb West Jacob Mitchell  
Christian McFadden Brent White  
Joe Gibson Jeremy Lo  
Jacob Mattox William Hayes  
Eric Broshears Ryan Manning  
Tracy McClure 


 
Spring 2009 Pledges 


John Gulick James Gatherer 
Brian Hawkins Christopher Kelley 
Jacob Simpson 
 


Plans for 2009-2010 
We plan to continue the sale of Mechanical 
Engineering T-shirts as this proved to be a 
successful fundraiser for our chapter.  
We are also planning to increase awareness of our 
chapter by setting up a booth during E-day 
(Auburn’s engineering recruitment event). We will 
continue to host the faculty vs. student sporting 
events to get students involved and to create a 
relationship between faculty and students that goes 
beyond the classroom. 
We plan to have a social event for the chapter to 
serve as a networking tool for students in PTS. 
This event will consist of a night of bowling or a 
tailgate for a football game.  
We hope to have a community service event where 
our presence is needed and recognized. We have 
been working with both the humane society and 
food bank to schedule a day when we can all go 
together and serve these organizations.  
We also plan to send 2 or 3 representatives to the 
Pi Tau Sigma annual conference in the spring of 
2010. This has proven to be beneficial to our 
chapter in past years. 


 


Chapter Officers  
President Tracy McClure 
Vice President Casey Still 
Secretary/Treasurer Lori Beth Dutcher 
E-Council Representative Jake Mitchell 







Community Service Chair Corey Farmer 
Social Chair Jennifer Coles 
Webmaster Caleb West 


Chapter Advisor   
Dr. Subhash Sinha 


Contact information   
www.eng.auburn.edu/organizations/PTS/index.htm 
sinhasc@auburn.edu 


Reporter 
Tracy McClure 
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2019-2020 


Auburn Chi 


 


A. Initiations 


 


Selection 


Fall initiation for new members of the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma took place on 
October 28, 2019 and 22 students were inducted. The spring initiation took place on April 6th, 
2020, with an additional 15 students inducted. Each candidate for induction was contacted via 
email notifying them of their academic qualification and inviting them to an informational meeting 
concerning the benefits of membership in Pi Tau Sigma and the requirements for induction. The 
candidates emailed each were in the top quarter of their classes, with a GPA greater than 3.25, at 
least one semester of attendance at Auburn prior to initiation and not graduating the semester of 
initiation. 
 
Initiation Requirements 


Each candidate for initiation into Pi Tau Sigma was required to complete several tasks to be able 
to participate in the induction ceremony. One such task was to obtain the sponsorship of three 
Mechanical Engineering professors through their signatures. One of the signatures must be that 
of the faculty advisor, Dr. Richard Williams. These signatures represent an affirmation of the 
academic strength and moral character of the student. This process builds up relationships 
between the students and professors, as well as between the professors and Pi Tau Sigma. It also 
provides the advisor with an opportunity to meet each candidate prior to initiation. 
Each student was also required to complete two hours of community service. They are invited to 
participate in any of the service events that are organized by or otherwise staffed by Auburn Chi 
members. This year saw potential inductees assist with E-Day, P.E. recertification, BEST 
Robotics, and Auburn’s “The Big Event”, among other things. The Pi Tau Sigma bent was issued 
to each prospective member at the informational meeting, along with instructions for preparing it 
for the induction ceremony. The member with the best looking bent at initiation, as judged by the 
faculty advisor, would have their initiation fee waived. The polishing and painting of the bents 
was an opportunity for the candidates to get to know one another in a casual setting and build 
camaraderie through light competition. Finally, each candidate was required to attend a social 
event for the members of Pi Tau Sigma at Auburn. This included career fair events, resume 
development workshops, and bent polishing parties. These events introduce the candidates to the 
social aspect of membership in the Auburn Chi chapter and allow them to connect with current 
members who are farther along in their college careers. 
 
Initiation Ceremony 


The prospective members were able to attend the initiation ceremony provided they complete 
each of the above tasks. The final requirement for becoming a full member of our chapter was to 
be physically present at the ceremony. Once the fulfillment of their requirements was verified, 
the candidates received a speech, delivered by the president and vice-president of the chapter, 
detailing the values and ideals that they would be expected to uphold as members of Pi Tau 
Sigma. This included an explanation of the regalia and colors of the coat of arms. The advisor 
was invited to speak as well, and he congratulated the new members on their academic success 







and encouraged them to take an active role as members of the chapter. Each of the new members 
was then invited along with the officers and members who assisted with initiation to attend a 
catered dinner in celebration of the night’s events. For the Spring 2020 induction ceremony, we 
held our initiation virtually using Zoom, due to the global pandemic. The same schedule and 
routine were followed as past ceremonies, and we plan to hold our customary celebration dinner 
in the fall once classes resume.  
 


 
Figure 1: New inductees during the Spring 2020 Initiation 


 
B. Chapter Activities 


 


Chapter Meetings 


There were two general meetings for all members to attend in each semester. The first takes 
place near the beginning of the semester and lays out the activities for the semester and provides 
any relevant information. The second meeting includes elections for new officers, which takes 
place each semester due to our professional co-op program. Any issues are also discussed and 
voted on during these meetings. Pizza and soft drinks are served at each meeting to encourage 
and facilitate attendance among members with busy schedules. 
 
Departmental Events & Involvement 


Our chapter is deeply dedicated to serving the Mechanical Engineering department in any way 
possible. Our reputation for providing this service has grown in the past year, as the number of 
professors that approach with requests for assistance has increased and become a major source of 
activity. A main focus for the year was to work on career development for members. We worked 
with Auburn’s career development office and had a speaker talk about how to do an elevator 
speech and ways to improve your resume. The members then practiced their speeches with each 
other giving them constructive criticism and confidence before they speak in front of future 
employers. Following this event, in the same week, we had a smaller scale career event prior to 
the Career Fair with ASME that allowed members to have longer, more in-depth conversations 
with companies and gain more practice and confidence when talking to companies. Multiple job 
offers came from this event. 







 
Figure 2: Resume Workshop Notice 


 
 
Social Events 


Each semester this year featured a couple of dedicated nights for prospective members to polish 
and paint their bents. This was held in the Senior Design Lab, and students were taught how to 
safely use Dremel Rotary Tools to produce a nice finish for their bents. Furthermore, board game 
nights were organized during the fall semester, in order for new members to get to know one 
another better. Unfortunately, the planned social events for the Spring semester had to be 
cancelled due to the global pandemic. They will likely be rescheduled for the Fall of 2020, in 
order for the new initiates to meet each other. 
 
Service Events 


Members of the Auburn Chi chapter volunteered to assist with Auburn’s yearly E-day once again 
in the spring. E-day is a massive event where middle and high school students from across the 
southeast come to tour Auburn’s campus. The young students get to visit the different 
engineering discipline’s facilities, learn more about their academic studies, and meet with current 
students and professors. Members and candidates alike assisted with every aspect of the event. 
This included tour group leadership throughout the Mechanical Engineering department, staffing 
help stations to answer any questions from young students or parents, as well as the reception 
and organization of incoming school groups into tour groups according to their stated interests. 
Auburn Chi sent a service team to participate in “The Big Event” this fall as well. This is a 
university-wide event wherein anyone or any organization may form a team to perform spring 
cleaning in the greater Auburn community for churches, non-profit organizations, the elderly, 
and any other deserving group of people. 
 
Convention 







Two delegates from the Auburn Chi chapter (Nicholas Devereaux and Sean Gant) attended this 
year’s National Convention in Rochester, NY. They gained a better sense of involvement with Pi 
Tau Sigma, as well as insight into methods for the continuing improvement of the chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 2009-2010 


 Auburn Chi 


 


A.  Initiations 


We select the top fourth of the junior class and top third of the senior class to send out invitations 


to join our chapter.  We have an initial informational meeting that gives an overview of our 


requirements, activities, and member benefits.  Before new members can be initiated they must 


have three professors and fellow initiates sign stating their good character, two hours of 


community service, attending one social event, polish a bent, and turn in membership fee.  Our 


community chair sets up an optional community service to aid the initiates and also to give the 


current members an opportunity to participate.  There are two social events scheduled. Also, the 


person with the best polished bent gets their initiation fee waved.  After, all the requirements are 


met the initiates participate in an induction ceremony.  The ceremony includes a blindfolded tour 


of the Mechanical Engineering building followed by a candle lit ceremony where the ASME 


code of ethics and the PTS ideals are read by the president.  The VP explains the coat of arms 


and the significance of the colors.  They pledge to uphold the ideals of the engineering 


profession as fostered by PTS.  They then sign the initiation book and then they are invited to a 


celebratory dinner with the current officers and members.     


B.  Chapter Activities 


During the past year, we continued to sell the Mechanical Engineering t-shirts to students and 


faculty. We sold the shirts out of the department office with the help of the department secretary. 


This proved effective as the shirts were more accessible to the students and were kept in a secure 


location.  


The Community Service Chair, Matthew Perrella, was successful in organizing a community 


service project for the new initiates. They were given contact information and event dates for 


local community organizations such as the Lee County Food Bank, Lee County Humane Society, 


and The Boykin Center which is a daycare facility for the elderly and the young.  


The chapter’s webpage was successfully updated over the past year. It has a new look along with 


all current information.  


Our Social Chair, Jennifer Coles, planned more events this year that proved to be successful.  We 


went bowling several times, see picture at end of report.  Our faculty student events included a 


baseball tailgate and a night at the pool hall.  We also had an end of the year party by going 


kayaking down the Coosa River.   


For both fall and spring final weeks we provided donuts and coffee for the ME students and 


faculty.   Everyone seemed to enjoy this benefit!  


We were involved in E-Day provided by Tau Beta Pi.  Chris Warren was our E-Day 


representative and he got members involved by giving tours and holding the solar car exhibit.  E-







Day is Auburn University’s recruiting day for future engineering students.  High school students 


from all over the state attend this event.  


Three of our officers, Jennifer Coles, Jacob Mitchell, and Caleb West attended the 2010 National 


Convention in Lubbock, TX.  See picture below.   
 


 
These are a few of the 2009-2010 officers at one of the bowling social events.  


 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2013-2014 


Auburn Chi 


A. Initiations  


 


For this year’s initiation, we selected the top fourth of the junior class and top third of the 


senior class to send out invitations to join our chapter. We held an initial informational meeting 


that gives an overview of our requirements, activities, and member benefits.  


Before new members can be initiated, they must have three professors and all of their 


fellow initiates sign stating their good character, performed two hours of community service, 


attended one social event, polished a bent, and turned in the membership fee.  


Our community chair sets up an optional community service project to aid the initiates in 


their community service requirement, and also to give the current members an opportunity to 


participate. This was a cleanup at the Chewacla State Park located in Auburn. Potential initiates 


were also encouraged to pursue their own service opportunities, such as volunteering with 


Auburn University’s volunteer organization (IMPACT), working with Engineers Without 


Borders, and assisting at E-Day, an open house for potential engineering students. 


  There are three social events scheduled to give the new initiates opportunities to meet the 


current PTS members. These are a trivia night held at a local restaurant, a bowling night, and a 


bent polishing party. As a perk for the new initiates, the person with the best polished bent has 


their initiation fee waved.  


After the above requirements are met, the initiates participate in an induction ceremony. 


The ceremony includes a blindfolded tour of the Mechanical Engineering building followed by a 


candle lit ceremony where the ASME code of ethics and the PTS ideals are read by the president. 


The vice president then explains the coat of arms and the significance of the colors. The initiates 


pledge to uphold the ideals of the engineering profession as fostered by PTS and then sign the 


Chi Chapter’s initiation book.  Following the initiation ceremony, the new members are invited 


to a celebratory dinner with the current officers and members.  


The Auburn Chi chapter inducted 15 new members in the Fall 2013 semester and eight 


new members in the Spring 2014 semester. 


 


 


B. Chapter Activities  


 


During the past year, we continued to sell the Mechanical Engineering t-shirts to students 


and faculty. We sell the shirts out of the department office with the help of the department 


secretary. This proved effective as the shirts were more accessible to the students and were kept 


in a secure location. The shirts were also sold at E-Day. 


 The focus of the chapter this year was increasing activity of members and increasing the 


impact of Pi Tau Sigma on the department. The first goal was advanced by engaging new 


initiates to avoid losing interest. The new initiates were presented with the goals and plans of the 







organization and were asked to contribute. They did so by accepting officer positions for the 


following year and by joining committees designed to accomplish various goals within the 


organization. 


 The goal of increasing the impact of our organization on the Mechanical Engineering 


Department was furthered by beginning a process to create opportunities and scholarships for 


undergraduate researchers in Mechanical Engineering. Officers worked with the department 


head, Dr. Jeffrey Suhling, to secure funding for ten $1,000 scholarships to be awarded in the fall. 


Pi Tau Sigma will host a meeting in which professors will present a brief summary of their 


research to a group of interested students. This will be followed by a poster session from both 


professors and graduate students. This will provide an opportunity to create relationships 


between professors and students. Students can then apply for the scholarships, which will be 


awarded by a council formed by Dr. Suhling. The winners will work for a year under a research 


advisor, either a professor or graduate student, and will present their work at the end of the term 


as a paper and a poster at next year’s research meeting. The meetings will occur once a semester. 


Applicants who are not awarded a scholarship still benefit from the process by interacting with 


professors, which will ideally result in the professor offering students research positions that are 


either unfunded or funded by the professors. 


The chapter’s webpage has been updated over the past year by our webmaster Kevin 


Flansburg. It contains an announcement page, PTS history section, list of officers, service 


section, joining information and a gallery of pictures from PTS events. It also has a Google 


Calendar listing all events that the webmaster can easily update and share with members. 


 Our Social Chair, Tyler Sherer, planned several events this semester that provided the 


members and initiates with some relaxation from the usual school routine. The chapter went 


bowling, to several trivia nights at a local restaurant, and out to eat on several occasions during 


the semester.   


 Auburn Chi teamed up with Tau Beta Pi to provide support for E-Day, where high school 


students from around our region came to explore their interest in engineering. Stations for 


conservation of angular momentum, collision dynamics, frictional forces, and unique material 


mechanics were mixed with a bit of showmanship to engage young students in the possibility of 


entering an engineering discipline. Members gave tours to the visiting high school students, sold 


t-shirts, and assisted with displays. This same event has been set up as a coordinated effort 


between other societies of various disciplines at middle schools as well as at a yearly robotics 


competition which brings young students from around the country to compete in engineering.  


 Our vice president Samuel Johnson and treasurer Ryan Whitmore attended the 2014 


National Convention at Texas A&M.  They enjoyed meeting fellow PTS members and found the 


convention to be very informative. It inspired our work with increasing research opportunities 


and funding. 


 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2010-2011 


Auburn Chi 


A. Initiations  


 


For this year’s initiation, we selected the top fourth of the junior class and top third of the 


senior class to send out invitations to join our chapter. We have an initial informational meeting 


that gives an overview of our requirements, activities, and member benefits. Before new 


members can be initiated they must have three professors and fellow initiates sign stating their 


good character, two hours of community service, attending one social event, polish a bent, and 


turn in the membership fee. Our community chair sets up an optional community service to aid 


the initiates and also to give the current members an opportunity to participate. There are two 


social events scheduled to give the new initiates opportunities to meet and fellowship with the 


current PTS members. As a perk for the new initiates, the person with the best polished bent has 


their initiation fee waved. After the above requirements are met, the initiates participate in an 


induction ceremony. The ceremony includes a blindfolded tour of the Mechanical Engineering 


building followed by a candle lit ceremony where the ASME code of ethics and the PTS ideals 


are read by the president. The vice president then explains the coat of arms and the significance 


of the colors. The initiates pledge to uphold the ideals of the engineering profession as fostered 


by PTS and then sign the Chi Chapter’s initiation book.  Following the initiation ceremony, the 


new members are invited to a celebratory dinner with the current officers and members. See 


picture below of some of the students that were able to attend the dinner: 


 


 
 


 







B. Chapter Activities  
 


During the past year, we continued to sell the Mechanical Engineering t-shirts to students 


and faculty. We broadened the selection by getting two new colors. We sold the shirts out of the 


department office with the help of the department secretary. This proved effective as the shirts 


were more accessible to the students and were kept in a secure location.  


The Community Service Chair, Jessica Norman, scheduled several community service events for 


the chapter.  One event PTS participated in was a community service project known as The Big 


Event.  The Big Event is put on by the university’s student government association to provide 


students with an opportunity to volunteer in public projects around the Auburn area.  Other 


community service activities included volunteering at the Lee County Humane Society and the 


Lee County Food Bank.   


The chapter’s webpage has been updated over the past year by our webmaster William 


Kirkland. It contains an announcement page, PTS history section, list of officers, service section, 


joining information and a gallery of pictures from PTS events.  


Our Social Chair, Robert Williams, planned several events this semester that provided the 


members and initiates with some relaxation from the usual school routine. The chapter went 


bowling and out to eat on several occasions during the semester.  For our end of the year party, 


the chapter participated in our second annual kayaking trip down the Coosa River.  This trip was 


a fun way to get to know a few of the new members in the chapter as well as provide the 


members with a good team building exercise.  


Once again, the chapter was involved in E-Day provided by Tau Beta Pi. William Young 


was our E-Day representative and he was able to get members involved by giving tours and 


selling our t-shirts for fundraising. E-Day is Auburn University’s recruiting day for future 


engineering students. High school students from all over the state attend this event.  


Our future president-elect Devin Kalafut and social chair Robert Williams attended the 


2011 National Convention in Chicago, Illinois.  They enjoyed meeting fellow PTS members and 


found the convention to be very informative.    








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT


2011-2012


Auburn Chi


A. Initiations 


Members brought into our chapter during the semiannual initiations were required to be 
in the top fourth of the junior class or top third of the senior class by credit hours. Students who 
met these requirements were invited to a meeting during the beginning of the semester to inform 
them of the process leading up to the induction ceremony. We stressed that they should be proud 
of their hard work, and that our organization wished to recognize their accomplishments in the 
form of membership to this honor society. Crediting our extensive local, national, and alumni 
networks, the candidates learned that Pi Tau Sigma is not just an honor, but also a resource for 
their academic and professional development. The process for joining involved polishing a bent, 
attending community service and social events, as well as securing signatures from professors 
and peers verifying that the initiate was of good character. On the night of the event, polished 
and painted bents were judged by our advisor for quality, and the candidate with the best bent 
had his or her initiation fee waived. The ceremony itself began after all of the fees and forms 
were collected, where the initiates were escorted to the executive suite of our engineering 
campus and were asked to file into designated seating. They were presented with the ASME code 
of ethics, PTS ideals, and PTS coat of arms by the chapter president and vice president. 
Individual candles were lit and put out per detailed instructions, and the initiates then signed the 
Auburn Chi initiation book after pledging to uphold ideals of the engineering profession. 
Afterward, newly admitted members were invited to stay for a catered dinner with the chapter 
officers and advisor.


B. Chapter Activities 


Most of our community volunteering activities surround initiation season, where 
prospective members were required to log hours at various events prior to the ceremony. 
Scheduled community service events ere coordinated by Jessica Norman, our community service 
chair. Activities included volunteering at  humane societies, food banks, as well as joining 
university sponsored events throughout the year.


In addition to the initiation requirements, our chapter members regularly served as 
mechanical engineering representatives at engineering outreach events hosted by other campus 
organizations. This past spring, Auburn Chi teamed up with Tau Beta Pi to provide support for E-
Day, where high school students from around our region came to explore their interest in 
engineering. Stations for conservation of angular momentum, collision dynamics, frictional 
forces, and unique material mechanics were mixed with a bit of showmanship to engage young 
students in the possibility of entering an engineering discipline. This same event had been set up 
as a coordinated effort between other societies of various disciplines at middle schools, as well as 
at a yearly robotics competition which brings young students from around the country to 
compete in engineering challenges. Fundraising was established by mechanical engineering t-







shirt sales, which were purchased regularly by students and faculty, and were also sold widely at 
these outreach opportunities.


Webpage design and management was handled by Grant Kirkland, who also served as a 
regular photographer for the chapter. The website showcased his photographs, contact 
information for the officers, PTS information pertinent to our members, and documents for 
students interested in joining the organization.


For a second year in a row, Robert Williams served as the social chair to schedule events 
for members and initiates. We participated in bowling, billiards, dinners, and even the annual 
kayaking trip out at the Coosa River.


Devin Kalafut, chapter president, and Grant Kirkland, future president-elect, attended the 
2012 National Convention in San Jose, California. There they had an opportunity to meet 
members from around the country to share the drives and goals of our chapter. Specifically, 
connections were made with officers of chapters within our geographic region to support larger 
activities and events during this upcoming academic year.








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2015-2016 


Auburn Chi 


 


A. Initiations  


 


This year we held our fall initiation on November 19, 2015, and inducted 26 students into 
the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma.  Our spring initiation was held on Thursday, April 7, 
2016, and 13 students were initiated then.  These students were all junior and sophomores who 
have excelled in their academic endeavors at Auburn University.  Potential new members for the 
Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma are selected from the top quarter of the junior class and the 
top third of the sophomore class.  Only these students are eligible to join Pi Tau Sigma at Auburn 
University.  Every student that meets these requirements receives an e-mail at the beginning of 
each semester inviting them to an information meeting concerning the requirements to join Pi 
Tau Sigma and the opportunity to impact the Mechanical Engineering department at Auburn 
University through involvement in Pi Tau Sigma.   
 
 Each potential new member of Pi Tau Sigma must complete a set of initiation rituals in 
order to join our chapter.  First, each potential initiate must obtain signatures from three 
professors in the Mechanical Engineering department who can attest to the character of the 
student.  This encourages students to interact with their professors and gives our chapter an 
opportunity to judge the integrity of the individual.  Additionally, one of these signatures must be 
our current standing faculty advisor.  There was an exception made for the spring initiation.  Our 
standing faculty advisor would be retiring at the end of the semester, so initiates were made to 
obtain four signatures, the old faculty advisor, the new faculty advisor, and two professors of 
their choosing that could vouch for their character.   
 


All potential initiates must also complete two hours of community service.  Many fulfill 
this requirement by volunteering at E-Day, an exploratory program for middle and high school 
students interested in engineering.  Current and future members of Pi Tau Sigma volunteer at this 
event as tour guides of the Mechanical Engineering buildings or manning help station booths to 
direct visitors to each engineering building on campus.  At the end of this document, is the tour 
layout of the Mechanical Engineering Building.  Other volunteer opportunities for members 
include IMPACT, Auburn’s volunteering organization.  The Big Event, a community-wide day 
of service, and Engineers Without Borders, an organization committed to helping developing 
countries with engineering solution.  


 
Additionally, each potential new member must polish a bent.  This requirement gives the 


students an opportunity to apply some of the knowledge they have learned in their machine 
classes and gives them a physical talisman to remember their initiation.  It is also an effective 
way to deter those who regard membership in Auburn Chi as just a resume line.  The initiation 
fee is covered by the chapter for the person with the best polished bent.  


 







Finally, the last requirement for initiation is the attendance of a social event hosted by Pi 
Tau Sigma.  This year’s social events included a movie night each semester with the showing of 
Avenger’s Age of Ultron and The Martian respectfully.  Additionally, four bent polishing parties 
(two each semester) were hosted to aid potential initiates in the polishing or their bents.  Two 
Mario Cart nights were also hosted the week after mid-term of each semester to help relieve 
stress of the student body.  Finally, a student panel was hosted for the underclassmen to help 
them plan their academic schedules and co-op rotations for the coming years.   


 
Once all of these requirements have been met and the students have paid the initiation 


fee, students can become an official member of Pi Tau Sigma.  Our initiation ceremony includes 
a thorough explanation of the values and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma.  The president and vice 
president also present the fraternity coat of arms and colors to explain the symbolic significance 
of these items.  Following the ceremony, all new initiates are invited out to dinner with the 
current officers and our faculty advisor to celebrate their achievements.  
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 


In order to increase involvement over the past year, the general meetings were made 
mandatory with missing members being placed on probation.  Graduating while on probation 
status would mean that the member would not be able to order cords and stoles nor affiliate 
themselves with the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma past graduation.  The procedure to get 
off probation was voted among the officers to be attendance of another Pi Tau Sigma hosted 
event either social or service to replace the missed meeting.  The chapter grew from 34 active 
members to 69 active members with active status defined by not being on probation.  


 
To not burden members with the inability to be reinstated out of probation and to foster a 


greater community spirit amongst the mechanical engineering student body and department, the 
social and service events were expanded.  Bent polishing parties were doubled from last year to 
allow easier access for the initiates to polish their bents.  A Movie Night was held once a 
semester in a large lecture hall.  For the fall semester, a viewing of The Avenger’s: Age of Ultron 
was held on Monday October 12, 2015.  The spring movie was The Martian and was held the 
night of March 29, 2016.  An additional social even of Mario Kart Night was held on November 
2, 2015 to allow members to relieve some stress mid-semester.   


 
Pi Tau Sigma increased its campus presence through service events this year.  Many 


initiates and members volunteered at Auburn University’s annual E-Day on February 26, 2016.  
Members gave tours to middle school and high school students through the Samuel Ginn College 
of Engineering with specific focus at the mechanical engineering building, Wiggins Hall.  The 
mechanical engineering tour consisted of an explanation of what mechanical engineers do in the 
lobby, and then a tour of the Design and Manufacturing Laboratory followed by a tour of the 
Auburn Formula and Baja SAE teams.  Additionally, Pi Tau Sigma members manned the 
mechanical engineering booth where they answered questions and gave demonstrations of props 
that exemplify phenomena that often occur in the study of mechanical engineering.  Pi Tau 
Sigma also participated in Auburn University’s Big Event this year for the first time on March 5, 
2016.  Pi Tau Sigma members formed a Big Event team and helped an elderly member of the 
Auburn community with yardwork.   







Two new officer positions were also created over the past year.  The Alumni Relations 
Chair was created to catalog all past members of Auburn Chi and retain contact information from 
graduating members.  The goal is to eventually ask one of our alumni to come back and speak to 
the chapter for career advice and job openings with their company.  It will also form a 
networking circle for Auburn Chi members.  The Industrial Relations Chair was created for the 
purpose of contacting companies to come in and speak about job opportunities and to compile a 
resume book for all the members to hand out at career fairs.  Auburn Chi did not host any career 
speaker events this year, but plans to reach out to the Auburn chapter of ASME to bring a 
company in to speak to the mechanical engineering department.   


 
Two members, Jessica Dyk and Anna Bradley, went to national convention this year at 


the University of California Los Angeles.  They had the opportunity to meet several other 
passionate young engineers and chapter sponsors.  Upon their return, they decided that the best 
way to garner more activity among the chapter would be to enact a points system.  Members 
would be able to earn points by participating in more Pi Tau Sigma social and service events.  
Members with the most points would then be rewarded by going to lunch with the deans of the 
Samuel Ginn College of Engineering.  An interview process for new initiates is also being 
discussed among the new officers for the coming year to help foster a better community 
atmosphere for engaged students.  


 
 
  







E-DAY 2016 TOURS
1. One Tour Guide will be in Front of the tour group, and One Tour Guide 


at the Rear of the Group
2. Guides will lead the group through the path labeled below, stopping at 


each labeled stop, and will gather tour guests into the areas provided at 
each stop.  Guides should interact with the group as you move through 
the building.


3. Guides will only narrate Stop 1 (PC Lab) with a brief mention of the Lab 
and relevant departmental facts given in the Departmental Summary 
Sheet.


4. Both the DML and War Eagle Motorsports will have speakers
5. One Guide will have a sign with Green, Yellow, and Red Circles
6. The Green sign should be shown through the first 5 minutes of each 


stop.  The Yellow sign will be displayed at 5 minutes, and the RED sign 
will be displayed at 7 minutes, at which point the time at the tour stop 
will end.


7. After exiting the car team area, lead the participants out the side exit of 
the building, letting them know the tour has ended.  Our guests may 
either go on other departmental tours or return to the department 
displays in the Student Center.
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FULL ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
 


2017-2018 
 


Auburn Chi 
 


A. Initations 
 
Selection 
 
Fall initiation for new members of the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma took place on 
November 6th, 2017 and inducted 15 students. The spring initiation took place on April 16th, 
2018 introducing 6 additional students. Each candidate for induction was contacted via email 
notifying them of their academic qualification and inviting them to an informational meeting 
concerning the benefits of membership in Pi Tau Sigma and the requirements for induction. The 
candidates emailed each were in the top quarter of their classes, with a GPA greater than 3.25, at 
least one semester of attendance at Auburn prior to initiation and not graduating the semester of 
initiation. 
 
Initiation Requirements 
 
Each candidate for initiation into Pi Tau Sigma was required to complete several tasks to be able 
to participate in the induction ceremony. One such task was to obtain the sponsorship of three 
Mechanical Engineering professors through their signatures. One of the signatures must be that 
of the faculty advisor, Dr. Richard Williams. These signatures represent an affirmation of the 
academic strength and moral character of the student. This process builds up relationships 
between the students and professors, as well as between the professors and Pi Tau Sigma. It also 
provides the advisor with an opportunity to meet each candidate prior to initiation. 
 
Each student was also required to complete two hours of community service. They are invited to 
participate in any of the service events that are organized by or otherwise staffed by Auburn Chi 
members. This year saw potential inductees assist with E-Day, P.E. recertification, BEST 
Robotics, the Big Event, and the restructuring of teaching laboratories among other things. 
 
The Pi Tau Sigma bent was issued to each prospective member at the informational meeting, 
along with instructions for preparing it for the induction ceremony. The member with the best 
looking bent at initiation, as judged by the faculty advisor, would have their initiation fee 
waived. The polishing and painting of the bents was an opportunity for the candidates to get to 
know one another in a casual setting and build camaraderie through light competition. 
 
Finally, each candidate was required to attend a social event for the members of Pi Tau Sigma at 
Auburn. This included movie showings, board game parties, trivia parties, company mixers, and 
bent polishing parties. These events introduce the candidates to the social aspect of membership 
in the Auburn Chi chapter, and allow them to connect with current members who are farther 
along in their college careers. 
 







Initiation Ceremony 
 
The prospective members were able to attend the initiation ceremony provided they complete 
each of the above tasks. The final requirement for becoming a full member of our chapter was to 
be physically present at the ceremony. Once the fulfillment of their requirements was verified, 
the candidates received a speech, delivered by the president and vice-president of the chapter, 
detailing the values and ideals that they would be expected to uphold as members of Pi Tau 
Sigma. This included an explanation of the regalia and colors of the coat of arms. The advisor 
was invited to speak as well, and he congratulated the new members on their academic success 
and encouraged them to take an active role as members of the chapter. Each of the new members 
was then invited along with the officers and members who assisted with initiation to attend a 
catered dinner in celebration of the night’s events. 
 
B. Chapter Activities 
 
Chapter Meetings 
 
There were two general meetings for all members to attend in each semester. The first takes 
place near the beginning of the semester and lays out the activities for the semester and provides 
any relevant information. The second meeting includes elections for new officers, which takes 
place each semester due to our professional co-op program. Any issues are also discussed and 
voted on during these meetings. Pizza and soft drinks are served at each meeting to encourage 
and facilitate attendance among members with busy schedules. 
 
Departmental Events & Involvement 
 
Our chapter is deeply dedicated to serving the Mechanical Engineering department in any way 
possible. Our reputation for providing this service has grown in the past year, as the number of 
professors that approach with requests for assistance has increased and become a major source of 
activity. This included facility tour guidance for Professional Engineers attending the 
recertification event at Auburn University. Chapter members joined with students from other 
engineering organizations to socialize with practicing engineers as they were led through the 
various research laboratories on campus. 
 
Pi Tau Sigma facilitated the informational poster session for undergraduate research stipends 
once again this year. Professors were contacted by chapter members to provide posters and a 
member of their team to present them. We also built awareness for the event among 
undergraduate students to ensure attendance and viable applicants. A promotional Pi Tau Sigma 
booth staffed by chapter members was present to answer questions about the event while 
publicizing our organization. 
 
Auburn Chi members were also asked to assist with the restructuring of the teaching laboratories 
in the Mechanical Engineering department. Members and prospective members alike participated 
in the breakdown and removal of lab equipment to be replaced, thoroughly cleaned the lab 
spaces, and assisted with the assembly of new equipment. This was highly visible to the 
Mechanical Engineering professors and greatly appreciated. 







 
Social Events 
 
Each semester this year featured a movie night for the members to meet and relax. Members are 
polled by the social chair to choose the movie that most people want to see. Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail was shown in the fall and in the spring Robin Hood was selected. Popcorn, candy, 
and soft drinks are provided. 
 
Auburn Chi hosted a board game night in the fall semester. It was held off campus at a member’s 
house, to allow for ample space and a backyard porch area.  This enabled us to increase 
attendance by hosting the bent polishing party in tandem with the games. Bents were polished 
outdoors and painted inside, after which prospective members could join in the games with 
current members. Games included Life, Monopoly, Risk, Clue, Apples to Apples, Battleship, and 
many others. It was very successful in integrating the candidates into the existing membership. 
Baked snacks and soft drinks were provided. 
 
In the spring, a trivia night was hosted on campus. An online service at www.kahoot.com was 
used to coordinate the questions and answers through a classroom projector and each student’s 
smart phone or computer. Question sets included science, geography, movies, music, and TV. 
Candy was given out as prizes to winners. 
 
Service Events 
 
Members of the Auburn Chi chapter volunteered to assist with Auburn’s yearly E-day once again 
in the spring. E-day is a massive event wherein middle and high school students from across the 
southeast come to tour Auburn’s campus. The young students get to visit the different 
engineering discipline’s facilities, learn more about their academic studies, and meet with their 
students and professors. Members and candidates alike assisted with every aspect of the event. 
This included tour group leadership throughout the Mechanical Engineering department, staffing 
help stations to answer any questions from young students or parents, as well as the reception 
and organization of incoming school groups into tour groups according to their stated interests. 
 
Auburn Chi sent a service team to participate in the Big Event this spring as well. This is a 
university-wide event wherein anyone or any organization may form a team to perform spring 
cleaning in the greater Auburn community for churches, non-profit organizations, the elderly, 
and any other deserving group of people.  
 
Convention 
 
The rising president and vice-president, Christian Moomaw and Katelyn Jenkins, were sent to 
attend this year’s National Convention in Miami. They gained a better sense of involvement with 
Pi Tau Sigma, as well as insight into methods for the continuing improvement of the chapter.  


 
 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2012-2013 


Auburn Chi 
A. Initiations  


For this year’s initiation, we selected the top fourth of the junior class and top third of the senior 
class to send out invitations to join our chapter. We held an initial informational meeting that gives an 
overview of our requirements, activities, and member benefits.  


Before new members can be initiated, they must have three professors and all of their fellow 
initiates sign stating their good character, performed two hours of community service, attended one 
social event, polished a bent, and turned in the membership fee.  


Our community chair sets up an optional community service project to aid the initiates in their 
community service requirement, and also to give the current members an opportunity to participate. 
 There are two social events scheduled to give the new initiates opportunities to meet the 
current PTS members. As a perk for the new initiates, the person with the best polished bent has their 
initiation fee waved.  


After the above requirements are met, the initiates participate in an induction ceremony. The 
ceremony includes a blindfolded tour of the Mechanical Engineering building followed by a candle lit 
ceremony where the ASME code of ethics and the PTS ideals are read by the president. The vice 
president then explains the coat of arms and the significance of the colors. The initiates pledge to 
uphold the ideals of the engineering profession as fostered by PTS and then sign the Chi Chapter’s 
initiation book.  Following the initiation ceremony, the new members are invited to a celebratory dinner 
with the current officers and members. Below is a picture of the officers and new members of the Fall 
2012 initiation. 


 
 







B. Chapter Activities  
 


During the past year, we continued to sell the Mechanical Engineering t-shirts to students 
and faculty. We sell the shirts out of the department office with the help of the department 
secretary. This proved effective as the shirts were more accessible to the students and were kept 
in a secure location.  
 The Community Service Chair scheduled several community service events for the 
chapter.  One event PTS participated in was a community service project known as The Big 
Event.  The Big Event is put on by the university’s student government association to provide 
students with an opportunity to volunteer in public projects around the Auburn area.  Other 
community service activities included volunteering at the Lee County Humane Society and the 
Lee County Food Bank.   


The chapter’s webpage has been updated over the past year by our webmaster Thomas 
Sherer. It contains an announcement page, PTS history section, list of officers, service section, 
joining information and a gallery of pictures from PTS events.  
 Our Social Chair, Molly Arwood, planned several events this semester that provided the 
members and initiates with some relaxation from the usual school routine. The chapter went 
bowling, to several trivia nights at a local restaurant, and out to eat on several occasions during 
the semester.   
 Auburn Chi teamed up with Tau Beta Pi to provide support for E-Day, where high school 
students from around our region came to explore their interest in engineering. Stations for 
conservation of angular momentum, collision dynamics, frictional forces, and unique material 
mechanics were mixed with a bit of showmanship to engage young students in the possibility of 
entering an engineering discipline. This same event has been set up as a coordinated effort 
between other societies of various disciplines at middle schools as well as at a yearly robotics 
competition which brings young students from around the country to compete in engineering. 
 Our vice president John Terry and secretary Ashley Brewer attended the 2013 National 
Convention at The Ohio State.  They enjoyed meeting fellow PTS members and found the 
convention to be very informative.    
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A. Initiations  
 
 This year we held our fall initiation on November 6th and inducted eleven students 
into the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Our spring initiation was held on Thursday, 
April 23rd and six students were initiated then. These students were all juniors and 
sophomores who have excelled in their academic endeavors at Auburn University. 
Potential new members for the Auburn Chi chapter of Pi Tau Sigma are selected from the 
top quarter of the junior class and the top third of the sophomore class. Only these 
students are eligible to join Pi Tau Sigma at Auburn University. Every student that 
matches these qualifications receives an e-mail at the beginning of each semester inviting 
them to an informational meeting concerning the requirements to join Pi Tau Sigma and 
the opportunity to impact the Mechanical Engineering department at Auburn University 
through involvement in Pi Tau Sigma.  
 
 Each potential new member of Pi Tau Sigma must complete a number of 
requirements in order to join our chapter. First, each potential new member must obtain 
signatures from three professors in the Mechanical Engineering department who can 
attest to the character of the student. This encourages students to interact with their 
professors and gives our chapter an opportunity to judge the integrity of the individual. 
Each potential new member must also complete two hours of community service. Many 
of the potential new members complete this requirement by volunteering at E-Day, an 
exploratory program for middle and high school students interested in engineering. 
Current and future members of Pi Tau Sigma volunteer at this event as tour guides of the 
Mechanical Engineering buildings, sharing their experiences as a mechanical engineering 
student and passing on their passion for their school and their love for engineering. Other 
volunteer opportunities include IMPACT, Auburn’s volunteer organization, The Big 
Event, a community-wide day of service, and Engineers Without Borders, an 
organization committed to helping developing countries with engineering solutions. 
 


Furthermore, each potential new member must polish a bent. This requirement 
gives the students an opportunity to apply some of the knowledge they have learned in 
their machining classes and gives them a physical talisman to remember their initiation. 
Lastly, each member must attend one of three social events offered throughout the 
semester. This year’s social events included a movie night in one of the engineering 
classrooms, a day in the senior design room spent polishing the bents together with other 







potential new members and current members and officers, and a bowling night at the 
local bowling alley. 


 
Once all of these requirements have been met and the students have paid the 


initiation fee, students can become an official member of Pi Tau Sigma. Our initiation 
ceremony includes a thorough explanation of the values and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma. The 
president and vice president also present the fraternity coat of arms and colors and 
explain the symbolic significance of these items. Following the ceremony, all new 
initiates are invited to dinner with the current officers and our chapter sponsor to 
celebrate their achievements.   


 
B. Chapter Activities  


 
Our chapter of Pi Tau Sigma has not been heavily involved with the Mechanical 


Engineering department for the past several years. Therefore, over the past couple of 
years our chapter has made a commitment to re-establishing our presence in the 
department. Although this is a process that will take much longer than a couple of years, 
the leadership of our organization has chosen to identify one obtainable goal each 
semester that will help us to achieve this goal. 


 
Last semester, the chief objective that was identified by our officers was to hold 


an undergraduate research fair and increase the visibility of opportunities for 
undergraduates to get involved with research. Our initial proposal of this idea to Dr. 
Suhling, the department head, was very successful. In fact, he chose to include it in our 
department’s proposal for the Excellence in Education departmental award given by the 
Auburn Senate. Our department actually ended up winning this award and was given 
$30,000 over 3 years to move forward with their proposed initiatives. However, the 
research fair did not happen this semester as we had hoped. This fair is slated to occur 
next fall and the department hopes to award up to twenty, $500 stipends to students who 
are interested in getting involved with undergraduate research. 


 
This semester we decided that in order for our chapter to have a bigger impact on 


the Mechanical Engineering department, we must have more involvement from our 
members. Therefore, during this past semester we chose to hold a meeting with all of the 
current members of Pi Tau Sigma to discuss the direction that they would like the chapter 
to go in. This general meeting was held on March 31st of this year. At this meeting we 
discussed an expanded social agenda, expanded officer group, and held an open forum 
for current members to give ideas for what they would like to get out of their 
membership. Some of the ideas that were suggested by the current members of the 
Auburn chi chapter were to start a mentoring program that would allow younger 
members to come to older members for advice on selecting their class schedule, 







preparing for their future career, etc. Another idea was to hold a Pi Tau Sigma student 
panel for any mechanical engineering student to attend where they could ask general 
questions about their experience as a student in Mechanical Engineering and how to 
avoid pitfalls along the way. 


 
At this meeting we also discussed an expanded social agenda. Our officers made 


it an objective for this semester to increase the amount of opportunity our members have 
to be involved with the Auburn Chi chapter. This objective resulted in a movie night that 
was well attended by both current and future members of Pi Tau Sigma. 


 
Another idea that was proposed at this meeting and will be put into full effect next 


semester was to add two additional officer positions. These positions will be called 
Alumni Relations Chair and Industry Relations Chair and will be appointed by the 
officers next semester. The purpose of the Alumni Relations Chair is to maintain better 
relations with the alumni from our chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Our students go on to do 
great and amazing things and we hope to be able to tap into this pool of successful, 
influential engineers. One day, we hope that an alumnus of Pi Tau Sigma at Auburn 
University will be able to come back and speak to our students about his career and path 
to success. Additionally, the Industry Relations Chair position will be created in an 
attempt to build better relations between Pi Tau Sigma and the companies that come to 
recruit at Auburn University. One way that we hope to do this is by developing a Resume 
book containing the resumes of all of our members that the Industry Relations Chair can 
then distribute to all interested companies. 


 
The chapter’s webpage has been maintained throughout the year to advertise all of 


these events and meetings to all current members of Pi Tau Sigma. Furthermore, Pi Tau 
Sigma participated in E-Day along with another engineering honor society, Tau Beta Pi, 
and the Cupola Engineering Ambassadors. This event was discussed in detail in the 
previous section. Lastly, our Vice President Victoria Moffa and our E-Council 
Representative Dylan Gouletas attended the 100th anniversary national convention at the 
University of Illinois in February. They had the opportunity to meet several other 
passionate young engineers and chapter sponsors and very much enjoyed their 
experience. Many of the ideas that we have further developed this semester came from 
their experience at the National Convention.  





