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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 2009-2010 


Georgia Tech Nu 


  


A.            Initiations 


In order to be invited to join the Nu chapter of Pi Tau Sigma, students must meet the following 


requirements. 


 


 Complete at least TWO mechanical engineering courses 


 Obtain two ME faculty recommendation signatures 


 Obtain five PTS member signatures 


 Pay $70 lifetime dues 


 Polish Pi Tau Sigma key 


 Attend two Pi Tau Sigma events (weekly meeting, social event, etc.) 


 Power Point presentation of yourself at one weekly meeting, sign up for a time 


 Submit a paragraph about your future in Pi Tau Sigma 


 Pass the initiation examination 


 Complete community service project 


 Attend information meeting 


 Attend Distinguished Lecture 


 Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 


Once the requirements were met each semester, initiations were performed on the following 


dates at a banquet in the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center. 


 


Fall 2009 - November 12th  


Spring 2010 - April 15th  


B.            Chapter Activities 


Our chapter participated in the Team Buzz and Tech Beautification service days.  In addition to 


participating in these campus wide service days, our initiates performed service in various 


other forms.  Members volunteered by sorting books at a Books for Africa event.  They also 


worked in a food kitchen helping the homeless. 


 







 For Engineer’s Week we participated in a canned food drive and took first place in the tower 


design competition.  We also served the Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering by 


representing Pi Tau Sigma at Parents’ Weekend. In addition, our chapter collects extra 


technical journals from the faculty and places them in lobbies of mechanical engineering 


buildings so that students and others who are waiting can browse through the technical news. 


This has been well received and the journals see lots of use.  We ran the concession stand at the 


7
th


 Annual Georgia Tech Auto Show.  This is both a good way to make the name of Pi Tau 


Sigma better known and to earn money.  A representative from our chapter sits on WSSAC, 


the Woodruff School Student Advisory Committee.  


 


In addition, we continued our participation in homecoming activities.  This is a great way to 


have fun with other members and build our chapter community.  In one particular event, the 


Mini-500, the Pi Tau Sigma team placed second among student organizations and also received 


a best in show award for the design of the tricycle. 


C.            Other 


Transfer of Responsibilities 


We have an executive committee with many responsibilities. Typically a person serves in one 


of the smaller roles before being elected to one of the more important positions so that he/she 


is familiar with the operation of our chapter and the people involved.  


Each officer keeps a record of the responsibilities of their officer and how to accomplish these 


tasks. This is passed through generations of officers. After the elections, but before the end of 


the semester, the old and new officers discuss the responsibilities of the office. Also we have 


posted minutes from previous years that may be consulted. 


  


 








Georgia Tech Nu 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia 


Chartered November 29, 1932. Number 14. 
 
Goals for 2007-2008 


We had dual goals for this academic year – we 
planned to host the Pi Tau Sigma National 
Convention to celebrate the 75th anniversary year 
of the Nu Chapter. We also wanted to retain 
vibrant chapter activities and leave our chapter  
an effective foundation for continuing our 
traditional activities for the next year.  


Activities  
We celebrated 75 years at Georgia Tech by 
hosting the Pi Tau Sigma National Convention 
Febraury 15-17, 2008. More than 60 chapters 
sent representatives to Georgia Tech. Although 
this was a major project for our chapter, it 
focussed interest in our chapter and the George 
W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering 
at Georgia Tech. 


Our chapter participated in the Team Buzz 
Service Day. Our initiates performed service in 
various ways from helping in a soup kitchen to 
helping to beautify our campus. For Engineer’s 
Week we sponsored a paper airplane making 
contest for middle school children. 


We also ran the concession stand at the 5th 
Annual Georgia Tech Auto Show.  This is both a 
good way to make the name of Pi Tau Sigma 
better known and to earn money.  We made 
more than $1,000 profit from concession sales.   


In addition, we continued our participation in 
intramural sports and homecoming activites.  
This is a great way to have fun with other 
members and build our chapter community. 


The website for our chapter was also greatly 
improved at the beginning of the academic year 
and has been continually updated throughout the 
year. This has been a big help in getting 
information out to students. 


We served the Woodruff School of Mechanical 
Engineering by representing Pi Tau Sigma at 
Parents Weekend. Our chapter also collects extra 
technical journals from the faculty and placs 
them in lobbies of mechanical engineering 
buildings so that students and others who are 
waiting can browse through the technical news. 
This has been well received and the journals see 
lots of use.  


A representative from our chapter sits on 
WSSAC, the Woodruff School Student Advisory 
Committee. In addition, the members of our 


chapter on the Savannah Campus serve as an 
informal student advisory group. 


Graduates   
Patrick Chang – Graduate School, Georgia Tech 
Jeffrey Clement - U.S. Marnie Corp 
Carol Girata – Plans Unknown 
Patrcik Goldrick – Plans Unknown 
Benjamin Lee – Graduate School, Georgia Tech 
David McNair – Gradaute School, Georgia Tech 
Drew Owen – Gradaute School, Georgia Tech 
Kyle Schwing - Graduate School, MIT 


Awards & Recognition 
Jonathan Buck 
 Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Sophomore 
Jeffrey Clement 
 Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Senior 
       R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 
Huan Du  
 Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Junior 
Patrick Goldrick 
       R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 
Matthew Hoffman  
   Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Sophomore 
Kyle Schwing  
 Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Senior 
       R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 


Names of New Members   
Fall 2007 Pledges 


John Andrews Joshua Bailey 
Phares Carroll Chirstine Clayton 
Jonathan Felts Michael Fox 
Muhammad Ghanem  Jessica Goldstayn 
Matthew Grisham Brandon Kearse 
Joshua Knapp Nicole Miller 
Victoria Murawski Shelly Nation 
Marc-Antoine Pare Orlando Torres 
John Ward Justin Yoo 


Spring 2008 Pledges 
Jason Barfield Saeed Beituni 
Steven Bradshaw Michael Burnett 
Gergorio Cortez  Jonathan Crosby 
Daniel Debruler Limamoulaye Diallo 
David Gay Jefferson Gee 
James Goldsmith Anthony Gray 
Kenneth Helfrich Parker Hewitt 
Micahel Hildreth Jacob Kunz 
Adrit Lath Allison McInteer 
Gilles Mepossi Melissa Minneci 
Mihir Pathak Matthew Pearse 
Nancy Pham Noah Randolph 
Megan Smith Thomas Thompson 
Eric Winslette 


Transfer of Responsibilities 
As can be seen from the lists of officers, we have 
an executive committee with many respons-
abilities. Typically a person serves in one of the 
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smaller roles before being elected to one of the 
more important positions.  


Each officer keeps a record of the 
responsibilities of their officer and how to 
accomplish thse tasks. This is passed through 
generations of officers. After the elections, but 
before the end of the semester, the old and new 
officers discuss the responsabilites of the office. 
Also we have posted minutes from previous 
years that may be consulted. 


We paid particular attention to building our 
chapter’s community and passing information 
along to incoming officers as when we hosted to 
convention in 1998, the chapter took two or three 
years to recover from that event. We did not 
want that to happen again. 


Plans for 2007-2008 
We plan to build on the success of the National 
Convention. Our particular emphasis in 
2008/2009 will be informing our membership 
about opportuinities in graduate school. We will 
also continue our traditional service activities 
and the program we offer ourmembers. 


Chapter Officers  
Fall 2007 


President Jeffrey Clement 
Vice President Meredith Hopps 
Treasurer Laney Sowell 
Secretary Patrick Chang 
WSSAC Representative Carol Girata 
Membership Chair Jose Medina 
Webmaster Amanda O’Rourke 
Homecoming Chair Patrick Goldrick 
Intramurals Chair Ben Lee 
Fundraising Chair Fernando Reiter 
Project Co-Chairs Drew Owen 
 Tom Pennington 


Spring 2008 
President Meredith Hopps 
Vice President Ben Lee 
Treasurer Jose Medina 
Secretary Fernando Reiter 
WSSAC Representative Carol Girata 
Membership Chair Nicole Miller 
Webmaster Amanda O’Rourke 
Autoshow Co-Chairs Zack Sosebee 
 Jeff Clement 
Fundraising Chair Fernando Reiter 
Engineering Academic Challenge Co-Chairs 
 Drew Owen 
 Tom Pennington 


Officers for the National Convention 
Director Kyle Schwing 
Logistics Jeff Clement 
Registration/Website Patrick Chang 


Entertainment Ben Lee 
Financing Laney Sowell 
Fundraising Meredith Hopps 
Promotions Patrick Goldrick 


Chapter Advisor   
Dr. Janet K. Allen 


Contact information   
http://www.me.gatech.edu/pts/ 


Reporter 
Janet K. Allen 
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Georgia Tech Nu 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia 


Chartered November 29, 1932. Number 14. 
  


Goals for 2008-2009 
Our specific goal this year was to inform our 
membership about graduate school opportuni-
ties. The general goals for this year were to in-
crease the awareness of Pi Tau Sigma on cam-
pus, increase membership involvement, and to 
provide fun, informative activities for the stu-
dent body. In February 2008, we hosted the Pi 
Tau Sigma National Convention. This took a 
considerable amount of effort, and we also 
needed to maintain active involvement in our 
more traditional activities. 
  


Activities 
Early in the school year, we organized a 
graduate school information session open to 
all students in the Woodruff School of Me-
chanical Engineering. The Associate Chair of 
the Woodruff School of Graduate Studies pre-
sented information about graduate school op-
portunities, application procedures and infor-
mation about applying for fellowships. Faculty 
from the various sub-disciplines of mechanical 
engineering discussed opportunities for gradu-
ate study.  Lab tours were also offered to 
undergraduate students so they could see what 
different professors were researching. 
 
Our chapter participated in the Team Buzz 
Service Day. Our initiates performed service 
in various ways from helping in a soup kitchen 
to helping to beautify our campus. For Engi-
neer’s Week we sponsored a paper airplane 
making contest for middle school children. We 
also served the Woodruff School of Mechani-
cal Engineering by representing Pi Tau Sigma 
at Parents’ Weekend. In addition, our chapter 
collects extra technical journals from the fac-
ulty and places them in lobbies of mechanical 
engineering buildings so that students and oth-
ers who are waiting can browse through the 
technical news. This has been well received 
and the journals see lots of use.  
 
Our initiates served at the Atlanta Food Bank, 
a voting registration drive, and Tech 
Beautification Day.  
 
We held two initiations this year. Our speaker 
in the fall was Professor David Ku, the Law-
rence P. Huang Endowed Chair for Engineer-
ing Entrepreneurship at Georgia Tech. In the 


Spring the speaker was Andrew Parks from the 
Atlanta Chapter of Engineers Without Bor-
ders. 
 
We ran the concession stand at the 6th Annual 
Georgia Tech Auto Show.  This is both a good 
way to make the name of Pi Tau Sigma better 
known and to earn money.  We also started 
selling bratwurst sausages for Friday lunches. 
 
In Spring 2009, we hosted the Engineering 
Academic Challenge open to all undergraduate 
students at Georgia Tech.  We asked faculty 
and staff members to be judges for the event. 
The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners received 
cash prizes.   
 
In addition, we continued our participation in 
intramural sports and homecoming activities.  
This is a great way to have fun with other 
members and build our chapter community. 


A representative from our chapter sits on 
WSSAC, the Woodruff School Student Advi-
sory Committee. In addition, the members of 
our chapter on the Savannah Campus served as 
an informal student advisory group. Both At-
lanta-based and Savannah-based students were 
especially helpful in preparing for ABET and 
discussing their education with our Evaluators. 
 


Graduates 
Andrew Gibson                       Graduate School 


Georgia Tech 
Melissa Hoops                        Graduate School 


Georgia Tech 
Michael Kaye              EDT Enzymes, Norway 
Ben Lee                                   Graduate School 


Georgia Tech 
Jeremy Mason           Graduate School 


University of Southern California 
Allie McInteer  


Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Brad Moulton                             Exxon-Mobile 
Amanda O’Rourke                         Boeing 
Tom Pennington               Exxon Mobile 
Noah Randolph     BP 
Callie Reis                        Graduate School 


Georgia Tech 
Fernando Reiter                      Graduate School 


Georgia Tech 
 


Awards & Recognition 
James Goldsmith  


BP Pi Tau Sigma Scholarship 
Marc-Antoine Pare  







BP Pi Tau Sigma Scholarship 
Nicole Miller  


Ed and Faye Griggs Scholarship 
Kevin Wright 


Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding 
Sophomore 


Hanna Wagner 
Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Junior 


Nicole Miller  
Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Senior 


Jefferson Gee 
R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 


Noah Randolph 
R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 


Joel Weber 
R.K. Whitehead Memorial Award 


Jose Medina 
Samuel P. Eschenbach Memorial Award in 


Mechanical Engineering                                                                                                                                 


We paid particular attention to building our 
chapter’s community and passing information 
along to incoming officers, as when we hosted 
the national convention in 1998, the chapter 
took two or three years to recover from that 
event. We did not want that to happen again 
after hosting the 2008 National Convention. 


 
Names of New Members 
Fall 2008 Pledges 


Justin Benson James Brunone 
Spencer Burch Andrew Cass 
Wye-Chi Chok  Christopher Druhot 
Sergey Doudy William Elkins 
Andrew Gibson Maximilian Hertanto 
Justin Hingle Tyler Jackson 
Andreas Janko Matthew Kamp 
Michael Kaye Ryan Kraft 
Michael Lennard Isaac Lockman 
Timothy No Zachary Peters 
Alexander Roan Paul Robinson 
Jennifer Ryu Aaron Anderson-Shaw 
Jennifer Thiel-Perry Hanna Wagner 
Daniel West 


Spring 2009 Pledges 
Khurram Ali David Black 
Jonathan Buck Caitlin Chapin 
Xue Chen Bryson Cook 
Jeffrey Croxall Aayush Daftari 
Sarah Gorday David Hickman 
Maha Hosain Se Kang 
Victoria Lewis Russell Martin 
Andrea Mayne Patrick McPherson 
Timothy McPherson Matthew O’Rourke 
Neerav Patel  Justin Scruggs 
John Semmens Scott Sherman 
Richard Trimm Trevor Wolf 
Jonathan Zullo 
 


Transfer of Responsibilities 
As can be seen from the lists of officers, we 
have an executive committee with many re-
sponsibilities. Typically a person serves in one 
of the smaller roles before being elected to one 


of the more important positions so that he/she 
is familiar with the operation of our chapter 
and the people involved.  


Each officer keeps a record of the responsi-
bilities of their officer and how to accomplish 
these tasks. This is passed through generations 
of officers. After the elections, but before the 
end of the semester, the old and new officers 
discuss the responsibilities of the office. Also 
we have posted minutes from previous years 
that may be consulted. 


 
Plans for 2008-2009 


Again, in 2009/2010 we plan a particular 
emphasis on academic activities especially 
providing information about graduate school. 
We will also continue our traditional service 
activities and the program we offer our 
members. 
 


Chapter Officers  
Fall 2008 Officers 


President Benjamin Lee 
Vice President Nicole Miller 
Treasurer Matthew Pearse 
Secretary Allie McInteer 
Webmaster Tony Gray 
Membership Chair Noah Randolph 
WSSAC Representative Meredith Hopps 
Homecoming Chair David Gay 
Advertising/ Fundraising Zack Sosebee 


Spring 2009 Officers 
President Nicole Miller 
Vice President Noah Randolph 
Treasurer Matthew Pearse 
Secretary Jose Medina 
Membership Chair Hanna Wagner 
WSSAC Representative Tony Gray 
Webmaster Patrick Chang 
Fundraising Chair Zack Sosebee 
Auto Show Chair Ben Lee 
 Tauhira Hoosainy 
Engineers Academic Challenge Jeremy Mason 
 Hanna Wagner 


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Janet K. Allen 
 







Contact Information 
http://www.me.gatech.edu/pts/ 


 
Reporters 


Janet K. Allen 
Benjamin Lee 
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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2010  - 2011 


Georgia Tech Nu Chapter 


 


  


A.            Initiations 


 


Selection Process  


Initiate is either academically in the top 25% of their Junior class or the top 35% of their Senior 


class 


Must complete all initiation requirements 


 


 


Initiation Requirements 


Complete at least TWO mechanical engineering courses 


Obtain two ME faculty recommendation signatures 


Obtain five PTS member signatures 


Pay $70 lifetime dues 


Polish Pi Tau Sigma key 


Attend two Pi Tau Sigma events (weekly meeting, social event, etc.) 


Power Point presentation of yourself at one weekly meeting, sign up for a time 


Submit a paragraph about your future in Pi Tau Sigma 


Pass the initiation examination 


Complete community service project 


Attend information meeting 


Attend Distinguished Lecture 


Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 


 


Schedule of Pledge Events and Important Deadlines for  


 


Fall 2010 


 


Initiation Information Meeting (September 15
th


) – 41 initiates 


First General Meeting/Key Pickup/Payment Due (September 28
th


) – 36 initiates 


Initiation Examination/Key Judging (November 17
th


) – 30 initiates 


 Initiation Exam 


 Key Judging 


 PTS t-shirts 


 


Officer Elections (November 24
th


) – 15 initiates 


 Officer Elections 


 


Initiation Ceremony and Banquet (December 1
st
) – 30 initiates 


 Walk in the dark 


 Initiation 







 Hand Shake 


 Dinner 


 Key Award 


 Keynote Speech 


 


 


Spring 2011 


 


Initiation Information Meeting (February 1st) – 39 initiates 


First General Meeting/Key Pickup/Payment Due (February 7
th


) – 20 initiates 


Initiation Examination/Key Judging (April 13
th


) – 16 initiates 


 Initiation Exam 


 Key Judging 


 PTS t-shirts 


 


Officer Elections (April 20
nd


) – 16 initiates 


 Officer Elections 


 


Initiation Ceremony and Banquet (April 22
nd


) – 16 initiates 


 Walk in the dark 


 Initiation 


 Hand Shake 


 Dinner 


 Key Award 


 Keynote Speech 
 


 


B.            Chapter Activities 


 


Fall 2010 


 


Plant Visit – Southern Company (October 1
st
 ) – 10 initiates 


 Tour of the Southern Company’s McDonough Plant. 


TeamBuzz (October 2
nd


 ) – 11 initiates 


 Volunteered alongside other Tech organizations to build benches in Heritage 


elementary school’s playground. 


Mini 500  (October 8
th


) – 7 initiates 


 Build a tricycle and raced against other teams for homecoming. 


Café 458 (October 31st) – 5 initiates  


 Served and cleaned at a restaurant that donated all proceeds to the homeless. 


Books for Africa (November 6
th


) – 10 initiates 


 Sorted school textbooks to be distributed to rural areas in Africa, made boxes. 


Bowling Night  (November 18
th


) – 33 initiates and members 


 Social event with free food and bowling 


 







Spring 2011 


 


Tortilla Factory Visit (February 11
th


) – 11 initiates 


 Toured a tortilla factory near Tech. 


Engineers Week (February 21-26
th


) – 10 initiates 


 Hosted by Tau Beta Pi, Pi Tau Sigma initiates participated and won the Build-a-


thon, wherein we raised cans for charity and then built a replica of the Georgia 


Tech football stadium out of the cans. 


Books for Africa (March 5
th


) – 10 initiates 


 Sorted school textbooks to be distributed to rural areas in Africa, made boxes. 


Autoshow (April 2
nd


) – 28 initiates and members 


 Assisted in running the Autoshow by selling food. 


Tech Beatification Day (April 9
th


) – 11 initiates 


 Giving back to Tech by planting trees and cleaning up the grounds. 


Hoops for Hogs (April 17
th


) – 10 initiates 


 Charity fundraiser basketball tournament. 


TechCares (April 18
th


-22
nd


) – 4 initiates 


 Charity fundraiser for the disasters in Japan, money raised by buckets placed 


around the general Tech community. 


 Ad placed in the Technique, the Georgia Tech newspaper, about all fundraising 


activities hosted this week. 


Lockheed Visit (April 27
th


) – 10 initiates 


 Toured a Lockheed Martin factory near Tech. 


 


 


C.            Other 


WSSAC Representation 


A representative from our chapter sits on WSSAC, the Woodruff School Student Advisory 


Committee.  


 


Transfer of Responsibilities  
We have an executive committee with many responsibilities. Typically a person serves in one of 


the smaller roles before being elected to one of the more important positions so that he/she is 


familiar with the operation of our chapter and the people involved.  


Each officer keeps a record of the responsibilities of their officer and how to accomplish these 


tasks. This is passed through generations of officers. After the elections, but before the end of the 


semester, the old and new officers discuss the responsibilities of the office. Also we have posted 


minutes from previous years that may be consulted.  


 


 


 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER 
REPORT 
2011-2012 


Georgia Tech Nu 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Chartered November 29, 1932. 


Number 14. 
 


Goals for 2011-2012 
The goal of this year was to grow the 
value of the organization to its members.  
It has become quite visible that very few 
existing members outside of the 
executive board remain active in the 
organization once they have completed 
initiation.  We believe this provides a 
large opportunity for improvement in 
establishing an organization which truly 
meets our founding objectives to “foster 
the high ideals of the engineering 
profession, to stimulate interest in 
coordination of departmental activities, 
to promote the mutual professional 
welfare of its members, and to develop 
in mechanical engineering students the 
attributes necessary for effective 
leadership and the assumption of the 
responsibilities of a citizen in a 
democracy.”  In this effort to grow our 
organization and create value for 
members outside of the benefit one 
receives through his or her resume we 
created three new initiatives: mentorship 
program, graduate student interaction, 
and organizational goals discussions. 


 
Activities 


Our new mentorship program has grown 
significantly over the past two semesters 
seeing a double in participation in the 
spring semester.  Pi Tau Sigma members 
must apply and interview to be a part of 
the program.  Students are selected for 
their extracurricular involvement, 
communication skills, knowledge of the 
university and the school of mechanical 


engineering, and enthusiasm for being a 
mentor.  Freshmen and sophomores are 
introduced to the program through 
mechanical engineering wide emails as 
well as presentations to the freshman 
seminar classes.  Interested students 
must apply as well to help us pair them 
with a mentor who has similar interests 
and is experience in the programs that he 
or she may be interested in.  Throughout 
the semester there are social events with 
everyone in the program to allow 
mentees to interact with more than one 
upper classmen.  Mentors and mentees 
meet at least twice in the semester 
outside of these events around two 
weeks before midterm exams and before 
registration for the following semesters.  
We expect this initiative to continue to 
grow and leverage input we have 
received through follow up surveys at 
the end of the semester. 
 
Additionally, we have expanded our 
assistance to our members for graduate 
school to include interaction with 
graduate students themselves.  We 
hosted a PhD candidate in mechanical 
engineering who spoke to students about 
the reality of graduate life, finding a 
program and a professor, and what value 
one truly derives from these programs.  
This talk was very honest and extremely 
helpful in aiding members to analyze for 
themselves whether they want to attend 
graduate school.  In the future we look 
towards interacting with MEGA, the 
Mechanical Engineering Graduate 
Association at Georgia Tech. 
 
To further these efforts, the spring 
semester we began devoting 
approximately half of our meeting times 
to holding open discussions as to how 
we view the organization currently and 
what we believe would create an 







organization that has value in continued 
membership.  One of the major 
conclusions was to host an outreach 
event to middle school to high school 
students to stimulate interest in STEM 
and hopefully in mechanical 
engineering.  Hosting this event would 
also help us to reorganize our volunteer 
events.  Currently our volunteering 
extends to a variety of organizations 
including Soles for Souls, Books for 
Africa, Tech Beautification day, and 
others.  While these events have a 
positive and sustaining impact on our 
community and beyond, they do not 
utilize our skills as engineers.  We look 
towards moving all of our volunteering 
towards activities that have this quality.  
Additionally, we have been talking with 
representatives from Clemson and 
Auburn about hosting an event that 
encourages the interaction of our 
chapters.  Pi Tau sigma is an excellent 
networking tool and we hope to extend 
that beyond our own university.  While 
these ideas do not translate to much 
change this year, they are a part of the 
requisite planning that should hopefully 
produce a much more vibrant 
organization over the next years. 
 
In addition to these new initiatives, the 
Nu chapter has continued its regular 
social activities, volunteer events, and 
initiate activities.  Our chapter 
participated in the Team Buzz service 
day as well as the Tech Beautification 
day.  These campus wide events aim to 
increase tech’s impact on the Atlanta 
community and to give back to the 
campus.  A significant accomplishment 
was in our Soles for Souls drive where 
our chapter collected 60 pairs of shoes 
through two weeks of publicity and a 
week of tabling on campus.  These shoes 
were then sent to Africa to impoverished 


communities.  Our members paid for 
shipping as a donation to the cause.  Our 
chapter also assisted in the FIRST 
Robotics League Competition held at 
Georgia Tech serving as judges and 
guides for the event.  We sorted 
textbooks to be sent and distributed in 
rural Africa as a part of Books for Africa 
as well. 
 
Our chapter attended multiple Georgia 
Tech sports events including one 
basketball game, the spring football 
game, and two baseball games.  Prior to 
one of the baseball games, we held a 
tailgate for Pi Tau Sigma, Sigma 
Gamma Tau, and the Society of Women 
Engineers members.  This not only 
helped our members to interact with 
each other, but to also expand beyond 
the borders of mechanical engineering to 
network with similarly motivated 
students.  We also hosted the 
concessions at the Georgia Tech 
Autoshow selling more than $1,000 
dollars of concessions and making more 
than $400 dollars for the organization. 


 
Initiation 


Our initiation events included two key 
polishing parties each semester to help 
initiates to learn how to polish their 
keys.  It is a requisite of our membership 
that each member must have polished a 
key to the satisfaction of existing 
members at the time of their initiation.  
Our initiates, along with our active 
members, also attended at least one of 
the Woodruff School of Mechanical 
Engineering’s Distinguished Lectures.  
Initiates must also do the following: 
• Obtain two ME faculty 


recommendation signatures 
• Obtain five PTS member signatures 
• Pay $70 dollars dues 







• Attend at least two chapter events 
(socials, weekly meetings, etc.) 


• Present digital presentation about 
oneself at a weekly meeting 


• Submit a paragraph about your future 
in Pi Tau Sigma 


• Pass an initiation examination 
• Complete a volunteer service project 
• Attend the initiation ceremony and 


banquet 
We held two initiation banquets at the 
Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference 
Center that hosted a manager from John 
Deere and a senior manager of product 
development at Boeing, Robert W. 
Stoker, Ph.D.   


 
Awards & Recognition 


Lee Bouldin 
Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Senior 


Jacqueline Knotts 
Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Junior 


 
New Membership 
Fall 2011 Pledges – Initiation December 1st 


Ashley Barnes Bill Bailey 
Daniel McAlister Dante 
Montgomery 
David Caplan Eric Sanford 
Gloria Wu Grady Baker 
Gregory Jones Juan Linarez 
Kevin McCauley Lee Stokes 
Matthew Parekh Matthew 
Schumann 
Niall Brown Noah Brunk 
Parkhar Srivastava Ravi Haksar 
Rohan Katoch Sam Redding 
Stephen Waller Cole Simpson 
Douglas Broadwell Jason Shieh 
Adam Kolojejchick-Kotch 


Spring 2012 Pledges – Initiation April 27th 
Tsz Li David Claxton 
Jeremiah Roberts Michael Quintana 
Bryan Hill Melissa Orr 
James Morrison John Mueller 


Jamison Go Laurynas 
Bileisis 
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A. Initiations 


      The initiation process during the 2012-2013 academic school year was relatively consistent with the 


initiation processes conducted in the past few years.  The selection process began with an invitation to 


all mechanical engineering students who were either juniors or seniors and were in the top 25% or 33% 


of their graduating class, respectively.  The invitational e-mail was generated by the vice president and 


was officially sent out to all qualified students by the university president.  Two information sessions 


were then held the following week of sending the e-mail to provide all interested students with more 


information about the purpose, ideals, and activities that Pi Tau Sigma Nu (PTS Nu) conducts 


throughout the semester.  In order to be initiated as a member of the Nu Chapter, all initiates had to 


meet the following requirements had to be met by all initiates: 


 


 Have completed at least two mechanical engineering courses 
The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that students who are considered juniors 


and seniors by credit hours have in fact completed core classes of the mechanical 


engineering major. 


 Attend the information session about Pi Tau Sigma Nu 
PTS Nu requires all interested students to attend one of the two information sessions 


held at the beginning of the semester.  If they are unable to attend due to certain 


circumstances, the students can meet with an officer to receive all of the necessary 


information regarding the organization.  


 Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 
Although a formal letter of recommendation is not required, the Nu Chapter asks for 


recognition from the faculty to acknowledge the student’s integrity and academic 


excellence. 


 Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 
The main purpose of this requirement is to encourage the more timid and shy students to 


meet with the members of the Nu Chapter, allowing the students the opportunity to 


network and ultimately gain more from the organization.  


 Pay $70 lifetime dues 
In addition to providing students with a form of financial commitment, the dues help the 


Nu Chapter with membership financial commitments and activities. 


 Polish Pi Tau Sigma Key 
Many years ago, the original requirement was to have all initiates to clean and polish the 


large Pi Tau Sigma plaque that stands in front of Georgia Tech’s mechanical engineering 


department; however, due to continuous problems with oxidation and aging of the 


plaque, we have required all initiates to devote their time with polishing the individual 


bent keys.  The purpose of this requirement is twofold: the students must show their 


commitment by dedicating hours to properly clean and polish the key, and this process 


encourages the students to work together and utilize the tools provided by the Maker’s 


Club, a student-run organization that recently created the Invention Studio to provide 


students with the tools and machines for creating their personal and class projects. 


 Attend two Pi Tau Sigma events 
Events classify as social gatherings, factory tours, company information sessions, 


presentations, and other Pi Tau Sigma-sponsored activities.  Because of the high demand 







of students’ time to their academic studies, the Nu Chapter maintains a minimum 


requirement of two events.  Over the years, PTS Nu has determined that initiates who 


participate in only two events can still form bonds with other initiates and members 


within the organization.   


 Attend all weekly meetings 
Initiation meetings are when announcements, discussion, and planning for the upcoming 


weeks occur.  Initiates are expected to participate and provide feedback with the officers. 


  Conduct a self-introduction to the at one of the weekly meetings 
The presentation is intended to introduce the new initiate to the rest of the organization.  


Each presentation should address the presenter’s interests, reason for choosing 


mechanical engineering, and interesting facts about him or herself. 


  Pass the initiation examination 
The initiation exam is a set of questions about facts and general knowledge about Pi Tau 


Sigma and its history.  Initiates are expected to accurately answer most of these 


questions before the end of the semester.  All of the information that is on the exam can 


be found in the initiation packet given to each of the initiates at the beginning of the 


semester. 


  Complete a community service project 
In observance of Pi Tau Sigma’s objective to “foster high ideals of the engineering 


profession…and the assumption of the responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy,” PTS 


Nu requires all initiates to volunteer at a community service project.  When possible, 


these projects are tailored towards engineering-related projects to allow the initiates to 


witness the service opportunities of a mechanical engineering degree.  


  Attend Guggenheim Lecture Series on Innovation 
The purpose of this requirement is to engage the initiates in topics and fields of 


mechanical engineering that are normally not clear in their classes alone.  Because no 


such lecture was available during the spring of 2013, a replacement was to have initiates 


attend the 8
th


 Annual Undergraduate Research Symposium, where approximately 200 


students present their research projects with faculty from each college. 


  Attend the mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 
There are two initiation ceremonies held each year – one ceremony for each semester.  


The ceremony is conducted by the President and Vice President, and the procedure 


follows the Rituals of Pi Tau Sigma, provided by Nationals.  Formal business attire is 


required by all participants, and a celebratory banquet follows with a guest presentation 


by one of Georgia Tech’s professors or local company executives.  Table 1 provides the 


number of initiated members and initiation dates for each semester. 


 


Table 1.  Number of students initiated into PTS Nu 


 Initiation Date Members Initiated 


Fall 2012 November 28, 2012 28 


Spring 2013 April 23, 2013 22 


 


 


 


B. Chapter Activities 


      During the 2012-2013 academic school year, PTS Nu hosted many activities in addition to joint 


efforts with other campus organizations.  The following events are presented by semester and organized 


in chronological order.  Weekly executive meetings were held while initiates participated in biweekly 







general meetings so these dates are not included in the timeline in the interest of space.  A discussion 


about the structure of these meetings is presented at the end of the timeline. 


 


Fall 2012 
 


Pi Tau Sigma Executive Dinner: 8/22/12 


      All of the executive officers of the Nu Chapter for this semester were introduced to one another at 


this dinner.  For the occasion, the officers chose to meet at Moe’s BBQ.  After enjoying the meal, the 


officers conducted a series of discussions for setting preliminary goals and event planning for the 


semester. 


 


General Meeting and Pizza Night: 8/29/12 


      PTS Nu began the semester immediately with pizza night and an opening meeting for all PTS 


members.  The main purpose of this meeting was to introduce new events that would be pursued during 


the semester.  In addition, the officers discussed changes to the meeting structure of PTS Nu so that 


existing members can interact more directly with initiates.  Photo 1 shows a candid shot of members 


during a discussion. 


 


 
Photo 1. Members trading ideas for new PTS goals. 


 


Pi Tau Sigma Workshop Night: 9/5/12 


      This event was designed for current members of PTS, where members were divided into groups to 


discuss PTS-related events.  The goal was to allow these members to reintroduce themselves to 


previously initiated students and to provide thoughts and suggestions relating to PTS events, 


specifically volunteer activities, company information sessions, factory tours, and a PTS career fair. 


 


Pi Tau Sigma Information Sessions: 9/6/12, 9/7/12, and 9/12/12 


      The information sessions are for qualified mechanical engineering students who are interested in 


joining the PTS community.  Multiple dates were chosen in order to allow flexibility among students 


with unrelenting academic schedules.  Food was provided at all sessions, and executive officers 


discussed the motivation for joining such an esteemed organization and the benefits as a member.  In 


addition, the students were introduced to the initiation process so that they are made aware of the 


expected level of commitment for joining PTS. 


 


United Technologies Company (UTC) Information Session: 9/12/12 
      PTS hosted a speaker from UTC, who was an executive in the Sikorsky division.  Members 







prepared their resumes for the executive after his presentation about UTC.  Food and beverages were 


provided during the event. 


 


Department of Mechanical Engineering Ice Cream Social: 9/21/12 
      The Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering hosted an ice cream social event for all college 


students.  Pi Tau Sigma was asked to set up a table and present its organization to students in the 


department. 


 


PTS Bent Key Polishing Party: 10/10/12 and 10/26/12 


      The “party” was designed for all initiates who wanted to share their polishing vigor with other 


initiates.  We worked with members of Georgia Tech’s Maker’s Club to provide us with dremel tools 


and sandpaper for the initiates.  It was an event that lasted for several hours.  Several PTS executives 


were there to assist the initiates with their polishing.  Pizza and drinks were provided. 


 


Teach for America 10/17/12 


      PTS Nu invited a representative from Teach for America to talk to chapter members about the 


opportunities engineering graduates can find in their teaching program.  Teach for America discussed 


with urgency the need for bright individuals with an engineering background.  This event was designed 


as a Q&A session so that interested members can directly meet and discuss with the representative in 


an informal setting.  


 


Mini 500 Race: 10/26/12 
      The Mini 500 Race is a Georgia Tech Homecoming tradition.  Sponsored by the Ramblin’ Reck 


Club, this tradition requires all participants to ride around campus on baby tricycles.  PTS Nu 


participated in this event with several members and initiates to join this Tech tradition. 


 


Kick Cancer’s Butt Soccer Tournament: 11/10/12 


      Colleges Against Cancer hosted a soccer tournament on Georgia Tech’s SAC fields by the Campus 


Recreational Center.  PTS Nu formed a soccer team to participate in this event.  All proceeds went to 


the American Cancer Society. 


 


Officer Elections for Spring 2013: 11/12/12 


      There is an officer election every semester for PTS Nu.  The Nu Chapter chose a semester-long, as 


opposed to a year-long commitment, because many upperclassmen have fluctuating schedules such as 


co-ops, internships, and graduation.  The election process began with a short speech from each of the 


candidates, where competing members would be asked to leave the room during the speech and Q&A 


session for the individual. 


 


Initiation Examination and Bent Key Judging: 11/20/12 


      This is the final deadline for all initiates to complete their initiation requirements.  In addition, 


initiates must pass an examination that tests their knowledge of Pi Tau Sigma and its history.  While the 


initiates took the exam, the officers examined and voted on the individual bent keys to determine if the 


key qualified as being “polished.” Further details can be found in the Initiation Requirements under 


Section A of this report. 


 


Initiation Ceremony and Banquet: 11/28/12 


      The ceremony and banquet are held every semester at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference 


Center.  Dressed in business formal attire, all new initiates participated in Pi Tau Sigma’s traditional 


ceremony, where they were fully conferred upon as members of Pi Tau Sigma by the Nu Chapter 







president.  Further details about the initiation ceremony can be found in the Initiation Requirements 


under Section A of this report.  Upon conclusion of the ceremony, the banquet began, where the Nu 


Chapter invited Dr. Craig Forest as the guest speaker.  The theme of the talk was innovation; Dr. Forest 


focused his discussions about the path for young engineers towards entrepreneurship and innovation 


and how his experiences as a mechanical engineering student led to his own businesses and research 


developments.  Photo 2 shows the executive officers after the initiation ceremony. 


 


 
Photo 2.  Fall 2012 officers at the initiation ceremony. 


 


Executive Transition Dinner: 12/5/12 


      A PTS Nu tradition, the officers from the current semester meet with the newly elected officers 


meet for a dinner social before the week of final exams, where the new officers have the opportunity to 


ask any questions or suggestions for their new role.  This transition dinner took place at Moe’s 


Southwest Grill.  


 


 


Spring 2013 


 


First Executive Meeting: 1/15/13 


      All of the new executives introduced themselves and discussed their goals and objectives for the 


semester.  An agenda was planned and dates for upcoming events and meetings were set. 


 


Pi Tau Sigma Information Sessions: 1/28/13 and 1/30/13 


      The information sessions are for qualified mechanical engineering students who are interested in 


joining the PTS community.  Multiple dates were chosen in order to allow flexibility among students 


with unrelenting academic schedules.  Food was provided at all sessions, and executive officers 


discussed the motivation for joining such an esteemed organization and the benefits as a member.  In 


addition, the students were introduced to the initiation process so that they are made aware of the 


expected level of commitment for joining PTS. 


 


Movie Night!: 2/19/13 


      The first social activity of the semester was a movie night at Georgia Tech’s Student Center Theater.  


Drinks and pizza were provided.  Members and initiates interacted before and after the movie 


presentation.  Initiates and member pose before the movie in Photo 3. 


 







 
Photo 3.  A PTS member (right, center) and three other initiates prepare for the movie. 


 


2013 National Convention: 2/22/13 - 2/24/13 
      PTS Nu sent two representatives, the president and vice president, to attend the 2013 National 


Convention at Ohio State University, as shown in Photo 4.  The PTS Nu president was the recipient of 


the 2012-2013 Ed and Faye Griggs Scholarship.   


 


 
Photo 4.  PTS Nu’s president (left) and vice president (right) pose in front of Ohio State University’s 


Student Union on a very windy day. 


 


10
th


 Annual Georgia Tech Auto Show: 3/30/13 


      The largest fundraiser of the year, PTS Nu participates every year in the Georgia Tech Auto Show 


by setting up a booth for selling burgers and drinks.  Only PTS was given permission to sell food-


related products.  With the help of members and initiates, the day’s event resulted in roughly $700 in 


profit.  Many customers can be seen in Photo 5 while members and initiates prepare the food. 


 







 
Photo 5.  PTS makes preparations to serve a long line of hungry customers. 


 


Tech Wreck Night: 3/26/13 


      This past spring semester was the first time that PTS hosted an engineering outreach program of 


this caliber.  With the financial support of Dr. Bill Wepfer, the Chair of the Woodruff School of 


Mechanical Engineering, PTS Nu hosted an outreach event to Georgia Tech freshmen located at the 


Student Center’s recreational center.  The evening began with a presentation on the multi-faceted 


opportunities in the field of mechanical engineering, research and internship opportunities, and projects 


that every student will experience at Georgia Tech.  The presentation concluded with an introduction to 


Pi Tau Sigma and what they can expect as upperclassmen.  Photos 6 and 7 show the engineering 


students who participated in this event.  


 


  
   Photo 6      Photo 7 


Photo 6.  Preparing the presentation while students obtain pizza and drinks. 


Photo 7.  PTS Nu’s mentor chair presents “Why We Love ME.” 


 


      In addition, the President of the Maker’s Club was invited to present the many different types of 


tools and machines that are readily available to all students at the Invention Studio.  Photo 8 was his 


setup to demonstrate the 3D printers. 


 







 
Photo 8.  One of ten 3D printers at Georgia Tech’s Invention Studio.  The President of Maker’s Club 


also discussed the laser cutters, waterjet, woodshop, and machining tools available to students. 


 


Shell Dinner: 4/3/13 


      Because Shell sponsors PTS Nu every year, the Nu Chapter invited several of its members who 


were interested in joining other representatives of Tech organizations to join Shell in an evening of 


socializing and networking. 


  


PTS Bent Key Polishing Party: 4/3/13 and 4/10/13 


      The “party” was designed for all initiates who wanted to share their polishing vigor with other 


initiates.  We worked with members of Georgia Tech’s Maker’s Club to provide us with dremel tools 


and sandpaper for the initiates.  It was an event that lasted for several hours.  Several PTS executives 


were there to assist the initiates with their polishing.  Pizza and drinks were provided. 


 


Rocky Mountain Pizza Outing: 4/12/13 


      This was a social event for all members and initiates.  Everyone met at the mechanical engineering 


building and walked to the Rocky Mountain restaurant, where all ordered food were funded by PTS 


Nu.  Photo 9 shows all initiates and members who participated in this social event. 


 


 
Photo 9.  A candid shot of initiates and members. 


 


 







Pi Mile 5K Road Race: 4/13/13 


      This Georgia Tech tradition allows runners to enjoy a 3.14159 mile course through Georgia Tech’s 


campus.  A group of PTS members participated in this tradition and were funded by PTS Nu. 


 


National Robotics Week RIM Open House Volunteers: 4/10/13 


      PTS members helped the RoboJackets with RIM Open House.  Volunteers assisted with setup, 


registration, and tours of the campus.   This program was for high school students who were interested 


in the field of engineering and Georgia Tech. 


 


Initiation Examination and Bent Key Judging: 4/15/13 


      This is the final deadline for all initiates to complete their initiation requirements.  In addition, 


initiates must pass an examination that tests their knowledge of Pi Tau Sigma and its history.  While the 


initiates took the exam, the officers examined and voted on the individual bent keys to determine if the 


key qualified as being “polished.” Further details can be found in the Initiation Requirements under 


Section A of this report. 


 


Georgia Power Company Information Session: 4/18/13 


      PTS hosted a plant engineer from Southern Company, who was a 2007 graduate from Georgia 


Tech. The guest speaker talked about his transition experience from Georgia Tech to real world 


applications and provided a Q&A session at the end. 


 


Officer Elections for Fall 2013: 4/22/13 


      There is an officer election every semester within PTS Nu.  The Nu Chapter chose a semester-long, 


as opposed to a year-long commitment, because many upperclassmen have fluctuating schedules such 


as co-ops, internships, and graduation.  The election process began with a short speech from each of the 


candidates, where competing members would be asked to leave the room during the speech and Q&A 


session for the individual. 


 


Initiation Ceremony and Banquet: 4/23/13 


      The ceremony and banquet are held every semester at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference 


Center.  Dressed in business formal attire, all new initiates participated in Pi Tau Sigma’s traditional 


ceremony, where they were fully conferred upon as members of Pi Tau Sigma by the Nu Chapter 


president.  Further details about the initiation ceremony can be found in the Initiation Requirements 


under Section A of this report.  Upon conclusion of the ceremony, the banquet began, where the Nu 


Chapter invited Dr. David Hu as the guest speaker.  The theme of the talk was life choices and 


decisions as a college student.  Dr. Hu presented his academic research and the decisions in his life that 


led to his path as a professor.  Photo 10 shows the initiates and officers during the banquet ceremony. 
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Photo 10.  Executive officers (first three from the left) and newly inducted members during the 


banquet. 


 


Executive Transition Dinner 4/26/13 
      A PTS Nu tradition, the officers from the current semester meet with the newly elected officers for 


a dinner social before the week of final exams, where the new officers will have the opportunity to ask 


any questions or suggestions for their new role.  This transition dinner took place at The Real Chow 


Baby.  


 


The following information sessions were not organized by PTS, but each of these companies 


specifically invited the members of the Nu Chapter to participate in their companies’ presentations: 


 


Abbott Information: 9/20/12 


Alliance: 9/24/12 


Weatherford International: 10/1/12 


Pratt & Whitney: 1/17/13 


Bechtel Corporation: 1/23/13 


JP Morgan Technology: 2/6/13 


 


 


Structure of Meetings 


Executive Meetings: 


Meeting agenda consisted of the following topics: 


 General announcements 


 Updates from each officer/assignment of new tasks 


 Final preparations for upcoming events 


 Planning for events several weeks in advance (dependent on size of event) 


 Review of events from the previous week: Discussed results, things that worked, things that 


could have been improved, etc.  Recorded and saved the discussion for future use 


 Miscellaneous discussions or thoughts 


 


General/Initiate Meetings: 


 General announcements 


 Discussion on upcoming events and necessary setup 


 Initiate presentations 


 Miscellaneous discussions or thoughts 
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A. Initiations 


 The initiation process for the 2013-2014 academic year remained relatively unchanged 


from the previous year.  Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of 


seniors by class rank.  These students received notification of eligibility from the vice-president 


early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in the following 


week.  The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma and also 


detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities.  Interested students received 


packets which detailed the following requirements for initiation. 


 


 Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 


This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward 


completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering.  It also serves 


to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to 


change majors. 


 Attend information session 


Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at 


this meeting.  Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend; 


however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this 


information. 


 Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 


No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive 


faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.  


An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student 


engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


 Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 


This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes 


camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on 


campus. 


 Pay $70 lifetime dues 


Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund 


the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 


 Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 


Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive 


board members.  Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization 


through several hours of detailed polishing.  The chapter uses this requirement to 


connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students 


access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


 Attend two Pi Tau Sigma social events 


Social events include organized dinners, company information sessions, key 


polishing gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events.  These 


events encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current 


members. 







 Attend two general meetings 


Meetings are held on a bi-weekly basis throughout the semester.  Initiates receive 


information on upcoming events and meet current members through their 


participation. 


 Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 


The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion 


of personal interests and goals. 


 Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 


Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to 


the organization.  Executive board members read the submissions and can identify 


areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


 Pass the initiation examination 


The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma 


both on a national level and chapter level.  Initiates are provided a brief history to 


study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


 Complete community service project 


Initiates must volunteer their time to one of several community service projects 


that aim to develop their understanding of the value of a mechanical engineering 


degree in society. 


 Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 


An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.  


Formal business attire is required of all participants.  The ceremony is conducted 


by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.  


Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and 


officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the 


conclusion of dinner. 


 


 The initiation ceremony for the Fall 2013 semester was held on December 03, 2013 at the 


Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 


21 members.  The newly inducted members and officers were addressed by Dr. David Hu, an 


Assistant Professor at Georgia Tech, following the ritual ceremony and dinner.  Dr. Hu discussed 


his research in Fluid Mechanics and drew from his personal experiences to give advice to the 


members on moving forward with their academic and professional careers. 


 The initiation ceremony for the Spring 2014 semester was held on April 22, 2014 at the 


Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 


25 members.  Initiated members participated in the ritual ceremony and were provided dinner 


along with some of the current officers.  The guest speaker was Dr. Asegun Henry, also an 


assistant professor at Georgia Tech.  Dr. Henry shared his experiences with his work in Heat 


Transfer and Energy Systems and specifically its relation to solving the energy problem. 


  







B. Chapter Activities 


 The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the 2013-2014 


academic year. 


 


Fall 2013 


 


Information Session I – 9/16/13 


 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  


Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about 


the organization on a national and chapter level.  Initiation packets were distributed to interested 


students and food was served to all in attendance. 


 


Information Session II – 9/23/13 


 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 


meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 


 


ME Night at Tech Rec – 10/9/13 


 The chapter sponsored a night for all mechanical engineering students to gather and learn 


about internships, research, and Pi Tau Sigma.  All students were able to play billiards, darts, and 


also bowl free of charge following a presentation by the mentorship chair on the opportunities 


available to mechanical engineering students. 


 


Pi Tau Sigma Key Monument Polishing – 10/22/13 


 Initiates and members gathered to polish the large brass Pi Tau Sigma key which stands 


in front of the mechanical engineering building on campus in which the chapter is housed.  This 


project was completed so that campus visitors could be drawn to read the plaque which sits under 


the key and recognize the involvement of the chapter on campus. 


 


TEAM Buzz – 10/26/13 


 Completed four hours of outdoor landscaping projects at Jerusalem House, a housing 


provider for low-income families affected by HIV/AIDS.  Several Nu chapter members and 


initiates participated in this community service project which was planned by another on-campus 


organization. 


 


Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 10/28/13 


 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 


were in attendance.  A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be 


made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their 


future classes. 


 


Individual Key Polishing II – 11/11/13 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 


  







College of Engineering Research Fair – 11/12/13 


 The Nu chapter hosted a job fair for all undergraduate engineering students seeking on-


campus research positions.  Faculty members from all engineering disciplines were invited to set 


up booths with the purpose of advertising their research and connecting with undergraduates 


qualified to work in their labs.  A flyer from the event is pictured below. 


 


 
 


Bellwood Boys & Girls Club – 11/15/13 


 Assisted a local Boys & Girls Club with maintenance projects and made improvements to 


areas where children learn and play.  This event was not organized by the Nu chapter; however, 


several members participated in three hours of hands-on community service. 


 


Homeless Shelter PB&J – 11/19/13 


 Initiates and members made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches alongside other various 


campus organizations for a local homeless shelter.  The sandwiches were distributed to 


community members who sought assistance from that specific shelter the following day. 


 


Social Dinner – 11/22/13 


 The social chair hosted a chapter-funded dinner at a local pizzeria for all members and 


eligible initiates to attend.  Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to relax 


and socialize after a busy week of midterms. 


 


Trees Atlanta – 11/23/13 


 Members planted trees for three hours in the Westview neighborhood of Atlanta as part 


of Trees Atlanta’s ongoing campaign to beautify the city and improve environmental awareness. 


 


General Elections – 11/25/13 


 Elections were held for all Spring 2014 positions.  All positions were filled by current or 


soon-to-be-initiated members. 


 


Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 11/26/13 


 Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination 


administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as 


their polished keys for judging.  The current officers judged the keys and determined which of 







the keys were deemed acceptable.  Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation 


requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 


 


Officer Turnover Dinner – 11/29/13 


 A chapter-funded dinner at a local restaurant was planned for all current and future 


officers to meet and share lessons learned and ideas for improvements the following semester.  


Formal documents were transferred to the new officers for their use. 


 


Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 12/03/13 


 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 


initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 


provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. David Hu discuss his research in fluid mechanics. 


 


Spring 2014 


 


First Officer Meeting – 1/13/14 


 Officers met to discuss goals for the chapter for the spring semester and share ideas for 


events.  Improvements were brought forth and each officer was assigned action items to be 


addressed in the coming weeks. 


 


Information Session I – 1/21/14 


 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  


Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about 


the organization on a national and chapter level.  Initiation packets were distributed to interested 


students and food was served to all in attendance. 


 


Information Session II – 2/4/14 


 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 


meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 


 


Trees Atlanta – 2/8/14 


 Members and initiates took part in Trees Atlanta’s tree-planting campaign in local 


neighborhoods.  This event showed the importance of contribution to the community and the 


environment.  A photo of three Nu chapter members participating in the event is below. 


 


 







Global Soap Project – 2/8/14 


 Members participated in a soap recycling event where they cut and packaged bars of soap 


made from leftover bars retrieved from hotels.  The recycled soap was then sent to those who 


have limited access to soap in Africa. 


 


General Meeting – 2/10/14 


 The first general meeting of the semester was held and upcoming events were discussed.  


Initiates were able to meet current members and get started on their initiation requirements. 


 


Trees Atlanta – 2/15/14 


 Members of the Nu chapter devoted their time to planting trees in Atlanta neighborhoods 


alongside Trees Atlanta, which organized the event.  The chapter’s recurring participation in 


these events was greatly appreciated by Trees Atlanta. 


 


Wood Carving Social – 2/19/14 


 Members gathered to make use of the carpentry tools available to mechanical engineering 


students in the Invention Studio.  Each member or initiate was provided a wood square and 


encouraged to make an interesting design.  A photo of a member and initiate making use of the 


laser cutter is below. 


 


 
 


National Convention – 2/21/14 to 2/23/14 


 The Nu chapter sent two delegates, both of whom were current officers, to the national 


convention at Texas A&M.  It was important to the chapter that both students would be enrolled 


the following year to share their knowledge of the convention and the registration process with 


the chapter delegates in 2015. 


 


General Meeting – 2/24/14 


 Updates were provided by each officer on upcoming events and several initiates gave 


short informational presentations about themselves.  The secretary and treasurer updated the 


membership on the proceedings of the 2014 National Convention and the chapter’s status with 


the national organization. 


 


Individual Key Polishing I – 2/25/14 


 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 


were in attendance.  Initiates made use of the various tools in the Invention Studio to polish their 


keys. 







 


 


Atlanta Community Food Bank – 2/26/14 


 The chapter participated in collecting donated food and helping to inspect and pack the 


food for a local non-profit organization to distribute to local people in need.  Two members are 


pictured in the photo below at the food bank. 


 


 
 


ABB Information Session 2/27/14 


 The chapter hosted a company information session for current members.  A Pi Tau Sigma 


Nu chapter alumnus returned to give a presentation on opportunities for employment with his 


current company, ABB Robotics. 


 


Atlanta Community Food Bank – 3/13/14 


 The chapter again participated in collecting donated food and helping to inspect and pack 


the food for a local non-profit organization to distribute to local people in need. 


 


General Meeting – 3/24/14 


 Updates were provided by each officer on upcoming events and several initiates gave 


short informational presentations about themselves. 


 


Atlanta Community Food Bank – 3/26/14 


 The chapter participated in collecting donated food and helping to inspect and pack the 


food for a local non-profit organization to distribute to local people in need.  The chapter’s 


recurring participation in service with the food bank was noted by the organizers of the events. 


 


Covenant House – 3/27/14 


 PTS prepared meals for youth living in the only Atlanta-area crisis housing shelter for 


youth.  This event had a great impact on the well-being of local youth who have been forced into 


unfortunate situations.  Below, two initiates prepare meals at the Covenant House. 


 







 
 


Individual Key Polishing II – 4/02/14 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 


 


Meals for Open Hands – 4/5/14 


 Some members and initiates delivered pre-packaged meals to elderly and disabled who 


were unable to obtain their own meals as part of Operation Open Hands.  This service had an 


immediate impact felt by all members who participated. 


 


General Meeting 4/7/14 


 This was the final general meeting of the semester.  Events scheduled for the last two 


weeks of the semester were discussed along with the upcoming initiation test date and initiation 


banquet. 


 


Game Night – 04/07/14 


 Initiates and members participated in card and board games following the final general 


meeting of the semester in order to take a break from the pressures of end-of-semester 


schoolwork.  Initiates were also able to meet other current members who participated in the 


event.  Photos below show members and initiates enjoying some card games. 


 


 
 







 
 


Kids in Need – 4/8/14 


 PTS members sorted through donated school supplies and loaded them into teacher’s 


vehicles so that those teachers could provide those school supplies to children who need them.  


This program ensured that children from low-income families were provided the tools they 


needed to succeed and also that teachers did not have to spend their personal funds on classroom 


supplies. 


 


ME Night at Tech Rec – 4/8/14 


 The chapter sponsored a night for all mechanical engineering students to gather and learn 


about internships, research, and Pi Tau Sigma.  All students were able to play billiards, darts, and 


also bowl free of charge following a presentation by the mentorship chair on the opportunities 


available to mechanical engineering students.  The photo below shows some members enjoying a 


game of bowling. 


 


 
 


Global Youth Service Project – 4/12/14 


 The chapter participated in a Salvation Army event to beautify a local Boys & Girls Club 


by painting exterior walls and doors and also planting flowers.  This service’s impact was felt by 


many members of the community. 


 


Atlanta Community Food Bank – 4/12/14 


 The chapter participated in collecting donated food and helping to inspect and pack the 


food for a local non-profit organization to distribute to local people in need. 


 







General Elections – 4/21/14 


 Elections were held for all offices during the Fall 2014 semester.  An officer turnover 


dinner was planned and final details of the initiation banquet were communicated. 


 


Spring Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 4/22/14 


 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 


initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 


provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. Asegun Henry discuss his research in micro-scale 


heat transfer.  In the photo below, initiates and officers listen to Dr. Henry’s presentation. 


 


 
 


Officer Turnover Dinner – 4/26/14 


 A chapter-funded dinner at a local restaurant was planned for all current and future 


officers to meet and share lessons learned and ideas for improvements the following semester.  


Formal documents were transferred to the new officers for their use.  The photo below shows 


officers enjoying their dinner. 


 


 
 


C. Other 


 All information regarding the chapter for the 2013-2014 academic year has been 


previously noted in this report. 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2014-2015 


Georgia Tech Nu 
 


A. Initiations 
 The initiation process for the 2014-2015 academic year remained relatively unchanged 
from the previous year.  Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of 
seniors by class rank.  These students received notification of eligibility from the vice-president 
early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in the following 
week.  The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma and also 
detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities.  Interested students received 
packets which detailed the following requirements for initiation. 
 


• Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 
This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward 
completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering.  It also serves 
to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to 
change majors. 


• Attend information session 
Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at 
this meeting.  Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend; 
however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this 
information. 


• Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 
No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive 
faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.  
An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student 
engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


• Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 
This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes 
camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on 
campus. 


• Pay $70 lifetime dues 
Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund 
the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 


• Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 
Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive 
board members.  Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization 
through several hours of detailed polishing.  The chapter uses this requirement to 
connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students 
access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


• Attend two Pi Tau Sigma social events 
Social events include organized dinners, company information sessions, key 
polishing gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events.  These 
events encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current 
members. 







• Attend two general meetings 
Meetings are held on a bi-weekly basis throughout the semester.  Initiates receive 
information on upcoming events and meet current members through their 
participation. 


• Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 
The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion 
of personal interests and goals. 


• Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 
Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to 
the organization.  Executive board members read the submissions and can identify 
areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


• Pass the initiation examination 
The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma 
both on a national level and chapter level.  Initiates are provided a brief history to 
study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


• Complete community service project 
Initiates must volunteer their time to one of several community service projects 
that aim to develop their understanding of the value of a mechanical engineering 
degree in society. 


• Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 
An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.  
Formal business attire is required of all participants.  The ceremony is conducted 
by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.  
Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and 
officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the 
conclusion of dinner. 
 


 The initiation ceremony for the Fall 2014 semester was held on November 25, 2014 at the 
Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 
24 members.  Dr. Caroline Genzale, an Assistant Professor at Georgia Tech, addressed the newly 
inducted members and officers following the ritual ceremony and dinner.  
 The initiation ceremony for the Spring 2015 semester was held on April 14, 2015 at the 
Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 
21 members. Dr. Ken Gall, a Professor at Georgia Tech, addressed the newly inducted members 
and officers. He discussed the process of creating a startup and his experience with MedShape, a 
company he started after becoming a professor at Georgia Tech. 
  
B. Chapter Activities 
 The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the 2014-2015 
academic year. 
 
Fall 2014 
 
Information Session I – 9/10/14 
 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  
Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about 







the organization on a national and chapter level.  Initiation packets were distributed to interested 
students and food was served to all in attendance. 
 
Information Session II – 9/11/14 
 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 
meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 
 
Pi Tau Sigma Key Monument Polishing – 9/20/14 
 Initiates and members gathered to polish the large brass Pi Tau Sigma key which stands 
in front of the mechanical engineering building on campus in which the chapter is housed.  This 
project was completed so that campus visitors could be drawn to read the plaque which sits under 
the key and recognize the involvement of the chapter on campus. 
 
Social Dinner and Game Night – 9/22/14 


The social chair hosted a chapter-funded dinner on campus for all members and eligible 
initiates to attend.  Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to socialize and 
play board games. 
 
Volunteer Closet Clean Up Event – 10/1/14 
 The volunteer chair organized an event to clean and organize the Pi Tau Sigma office 
space open to all members and eligible initiates to participate.  
 
Step It Up 5k Volunteer Event – 10/5/14   
 A group of Pi Tau Sigma members participated in an on campus 5k event organized by 
The Gamma Eta chapter of Alpha Xi Delta. All proceeds of this event went towards Alpha Xi 
Delta's philanthropy: Autism Speaks. 
 
Movie Night Social – 10/18/14 


The social chair hosted a movie showing on campus for all members and eligible initiates 
to attend.  Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to relax and socialize. 
 
TEAM Buzz – 10/25/14 
 Completed four hours of landscaping projects at Oakland Cemetery. This project was 
organized by another on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus. Several Nu 
chapter members and initiates participated in this community service project. 
 
Pumpkin Carving Social 10/27/14 
 The social chair organized a event when members and eligible initiates carved pumpkins 
in groups. This gave them an opportunity to get to know each other during a seasonal social.  
 
Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 10/28/14 
 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 
were in attendance.  A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be 
made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their 
future classes. 
 







Invention Studio: Laser Cutter Social 11/3/14 
 Social chair organized an event when a university lab instructor demonstrated how to use 
the laser cutter machine. This gave the initiates and members to be made more aware of the tools 
that are available for classes as well as for personal projects. 
 
Individual Key Polishing II – 11/4/14 
 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 
and collaboration. 
 
ME Night at Tech Rec – 11/5/14 
 The chapter sponsored a night for all mechanical engineering students to gather and learn 
about internships, research, and Pi Tau Sigma.  All students were able to bowl free of charge 
following a presentation by the mentorship chair on the opportunities available to mechanical 
engineering students. 
 
Yogli Mogli Proceeds Night 11/7/14 
 The fundraising chair organized a campus wide event at an on-campus frozen yogurt 
restaurant where Pi Tau Sigma received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread 
awareness of Pi Tau Sigma throughout campus.  
 
College of Engineering Research Fair – 11/11/14 
 The Nu chapter hosted a job fair for all undergraduate engineering students seeking on-
campus research positions.  Faculty members from all engineering disciplines were invited to set 
up booths with the purpose of advertising their research and connecting with undergraduates 
qualified to work in their labs.  A flyer from the event is pictured below 


 


 
 
 
Social Dinner – 11/22/14 
 The social chair hosted a chapter-funded dinner at a local pizzeria for all members and 
eligible initiates to attend.  Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to relax 
and socialize as the semester came to a close 
 







Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 11/24/14 
 Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination 
administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as 
their polished keys for judging.  The current officers judged the keys and determined which of 
the keys were deemed acceptable.  Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation 
requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 
 
Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 11/25/14 
 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 
provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. Caroline Genzale discuss her research. 
 


 
 
General Elections – 12/1/14 
 Elections were held for all Spring 2015 positions.  Current or newly initiated members 
filled all positions. 
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 12/3/14 
 A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons 
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester.  Formal documents were transferred 
to the new officers for their use. 
 







Spring 2015 
 
Information Session I – 1/19/15 
 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  The 
structure of the meeting remained the same as those in the Fall semester. 
 
Information Session II – 1/20/15 
 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 
meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 
 
PTS Mentorship Program – All Semester 
 PTS members and initiates volunteered to serve as mentors to 1st and 2nd year mechanical 
engineering students. The members were able to serve as a valuable resource for the younger 
students, encouraging them to succeed and answering their questions. This also helps to spread 
the word about Pi Tau Sigma.  
 
Pinnacle AIS Information Session – 2/16/15 
 Representatives from Pinnacle AIS came to Georgia Tech and gave an information 
session that lasted for an hour just for Pi Tau Sigma members and initiates.  
 
Dance Party Social – 2/20/15 


The social chair hosted an event with the GT Dance Company. The GT Dance Company 
brought a dance instructor and taught Pi Tau Sigma members how to dance for two hours. 
 
PTS Key Polishing Event – 2/26/15 
 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 
were in attendance. 
 


 







 
Rocky Mountain Pizza Trivia Proceeds Night – 3/3/15 


The fundraising chair organized a campus wide event at an on-campus pizza restaurant 
where Pi Tau Sigma received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread awareness 
of Pi Tau Sigma throughout campus. 
 
PTS Key Polishing Event II – 3/10/15 
 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 
and collaboration. 
 
Sting Hunger Now – 3/25/15 
 This is a meal-packaging event held on Georgia Tech’s campus. This project was 
organized by another on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus. Several Nu 
chapter members and initiates participated in this community service project. 
 
GT Autoshow – 3/29/15 
 Each year, the PTS chapter at Georgia Tech sets up a tent at the annual autoshow on-
campus and provides food for the people that come to the event. This helps raise funds for the 
organization while providing a service for the spectators at the car show. 
 
PTS Social Saturday Event – 4/4/15 
 Our social chair organized an event for PTS members for interaction outside of general 
meetings and schoolwork. Members socialized and played games of table tennis and ultimate 
Frisbee. 
 
Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 4/6/15 
 Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination 
administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as 
their polished keys for judging.  The current officers judged the keys and determined which of 
the keys were deemed acceptable.  Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation 
requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony 
 
Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 4/13/15 
 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 
provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. Ken Gall discuss his startup company, MedShape. 
 







 
 
 


General Elections – 4/20/15 
 Elections were held for all Spring 2015 positions.  Current or newly initiated members 
filled all positions. 
 
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 4/25/15 
 A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons 
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester.  Formal documents were transferred 
to the new officers for their use. 
 
 
C. Other 
 All information regarding the chapter for the 2014-2015 academic year has been 
previously noted in this report. 
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Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 


2015-2016 


Georgia Tech Nu 


 


A. Initiations 


 The initiation process for the 2015-2016 academic year remained relatively unchanged 


from the previous year.  Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of 


seniors by class rank.  These students received notification of eligibility from the vice-president 


early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in the following 


week.  The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma and also 


detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities.  Interested students received 


packets which detailed the following requirements for initiation. 


 


 Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 


This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward 


completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering.  It also serves 


to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to 


change majors. 


 Attend information session 


Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at 


this meeting.  Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend; 


however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this 


information. 


 Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 


No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive 


faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.  


An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student 


engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


 Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 


This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes 


camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on 


campus. 


 Pay $70 lifetime dues 


Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund 


the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 


 Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 


Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive 


board members.  Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization 


through several hours of detailed polishing.  The chapter uses this requirement to 


connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students 


access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


 Attend two Pi Tau Sigma social events 


Social events include organized dinners, company information sessions, key 


polishing gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events.  These 


events encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current 


members. 
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 Attend two general meetings 


Meetings are held on a bi-weekly basis throughout the semester.  Initiates receive 


information on upcoming events and meet current members through their 


participation. 


 Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 


The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion 


of personal interests and goals. 


 Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 


Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to 


the organization.  Executive board members read the submissions and can identify 


areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


 Pass the initiation examination 


The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma 


both on a national level and chapter level.  Initiates are provided a brief history to 


study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


 Complete community service project 


Initiates must volunteer their time to one of several community service projects 


that aim to develop their understanding of the value of a mechanical engineering 


degree in society. 


 Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 


An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.  


Formal business attire is required of all participants.  The ceremony is conducted 


by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.  


Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and 


officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the 


conclusion of dinner. 


 


 The initiation ceremony for the Fall 2015 semester was held on November 23, 2015 at the 


Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 


30 members.  The newly inducted members and officers were addressed by Dr. Craig Forest, an 


Associate Professor at Georgia Tech, following the ritual ceremony and dinner.  Dr. Forest 


discussed his effort in creating the Inventure Prize, a competition in where Georgia Tech 


students compete to win start-up funding.  


 


 The initiation ceremony for the Spring 2016 semester was held on April 25, 2016 at the 


Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and included the induction of 


19 members.  The newly inducted members and officers were addressed by Dr. Matthew 


McDowell, an Assistant Professor at Georgia Tech, following the ritual ceremony and dinner.  


Dr. McDowell discussed his research in micro and nano engineering.  
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B. Chapter Activities 


 The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the 2015-2016 


academic year. 


 


Fall 2015 


 


Information Session I – 8/31/15 


 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  


Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about 


the organization on a national and chapter level.  Initiation packets were distributed to interested 


students and food was served to all in attendance. 


 


Information Session II – 9/1/15 


 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 


meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 


 


Bowling Social – 9/8/15 


The social chair hosted a chapter-funded event at the on campus bowling alley, Tech Rec, 


for all members and eligible initiates to attend.  Initiates were able to meet current members and 


all were able to socialize, bowl, and play other games. 


 


Barrelhouse Proceeds Night 9/15/15 


 The fundraising chair organized a campus wide event at an on-campus restaurant where 


Pi Tau Sigma received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread awareness of Pi 


Tau Sigma throughout campus.  


 


Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 9/22/15 


 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 


were in attendance.  A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be 


made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their 


future classes. 


 


Individual Key Polishing II & Invention Studio Tour – 10/2/15 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 


 


Individual Key Polishing III & Invention Studio Tour – 10/7/15 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 


 


TEAM Buzz Volunteer Event – 10/17/15 


 Completed four hours of landscaping projects at Walker Park in the Atlanta area. This 


project was organized by another on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus. 


Several Nu chapter members and initiates participated in this community service project. 
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Individual Key Polishing IV – 10/29/15 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 


 


Retro Video Game Night – 11/13/14 


The social chair hosted a chapter-funded game night on campus for all members and 


eligible initiates to attend. Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to 


socialize and play old and new video and board games. 


 


Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 11/16/15 


 Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination 


administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as 


their polished keys for judging.  The current officers judged the keys and determined which of 


the keys were deemed acceptable.  Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation 


requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 


 


Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 11/23/15 


 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 


initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 


provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. Craig Forest discuss his research. 


 


General Elections – 11/30/15 


 Elections were held for all Spring 2016 positions.  Current or newly initiated members 


filled all positions. 


 


Officer Turnover Meeting – 12/5/15 


 A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons 


learned and ideas for improvements the following semester.  Formal documents were transferred 


to the new officers for their use. 


 


Spring 2016 


 


Information Session I – 1/25/16 


 Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.  


Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about 


the organization on a national and chapter level.  Initiation packets were distributed to interested 


students and food was served to all in attendance. 


 


Information Session II – 2/1/16 


 A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first 


meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 
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Boeing Flight Simulator Tour Social Event – 2/13/16 


 Attended a tour of the Boeing flight simulators. Nu chapter partnered with the Aerospace 


Engineering Honor Society to set up the tour and many Nu chapter members and initiates 


attended.  


 


Rocky Mountain Proceeds and Trivia Night 2/23/16 


 The volunteer chair organized a trivia event open to members and initiates at an on-


campus pizza restaurant where Pi Tau Sigma received and donated a percentage of the proceeds 


to another on campus fundraiser, For the Kids, helping Children’s Hospital of Atlanta.  


 


Science Olympiad Volunteer Event – 3/5/16 


 Several Nu chapter members and initiates participated in this community service project 


helping out at an on campus high school science competition. Members helped with check-in and 


other logistics for the event.  


 


Tech Beautification Day Volunteer Event – 3/12/16 


 Completed four hours of cleaning projects on campus. This project was organized by 


another on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus. Many Nu chapter members 


and initiates participated in this community service project, cleaning bus stop stations. 


 


Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 3/15/16 


 Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who 


were in attendance.  A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be 


made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their 


future classes. 


 


Individual Key Polishing II & Invention Studio Tour – 3/16/16 


 Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio.  This 


event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization 


and collaboration. 
 


Yogli Mogli Proceeds Night – 3/17/16 


The fundraising chair organized a campus wide event at an on-campus frozen yogurt 


restaurant where Pi Tau Sigma received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread 


awareness of Pi Tau Sigma throughout campus. 


 


Georgia Tech Auto Show – 4/2/16 


The fundraising chair organized a booth selling food at on-campus car show event put on 


by the school. Pi Tau Sigma had a tent selling grilled hot dogs and hamburgers as a fundraiser 


and received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread awareness of Pi Tau Sigma 


throughout campus 


 


Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 4/11/16 


 Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination 


administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as 


their polished keys for judging.  The current officers judged the keys and determined which of 
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the keys were deemed acceptable.  Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation 


requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 


 


General Elections – 4/18/16 


 Elections were held for all Fall 2016 positions. Current or newly initiated members filled 


all positions. 


 


Spring Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 4/25/16 


 Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an 


initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center.  Initiates were 


provided a banquet dinner and listened to Dr. Matthew McDowell discuss his research in micro 


and nano engineering.  


 


 


C. Other 


 All information regarding the chapter for the 2015-2016 academic year has been 


previously noted in this report. 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2016 - 2017 
Georgia Tech Nu 
 
A. Initiations 


The initiation process for the 2016 - 2017 academic year remained relatively unchanged             
from the previous year. Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of                
seniors by class rank. These students received notification of eligibility from the Vice-President             
early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in the following                 
week. The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma and also               
detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities. Interested students received          
packets which detailed the following requirements for initiation. 
 


● Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 
This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward          
completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering. It also serves          
to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to             
change majors. 


● Attend information session 
Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at          
this meeting. Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend;           
however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this             
information. 


● Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 
No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive          
faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.           
An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student          
engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


● Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 
This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes         
camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on           
campus. 


● Pay $70 lifetime dues 
Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund             
the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 


● Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 
Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive            
board members. Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization          
through several hours of detailed polishing. The chapter uses this requirement to            
connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students           
access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


● Attend two Pi Tau Sigma social events 
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Social events include organized dinners, company information sessions, key         
polishing gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events. These           
events encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current           
members. 


● Attend two general meetings 
Meetings are held on a biweekly basis throughout the semester. Initiates receive            
information on upcoming events and meet current members through their          
participation. 


● Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 
The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion           
of personal interests and goals. 


● Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 
Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to            
the organization. Executive board members read the submissions and can identify           
areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


● Pass the initiation examination 
The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma             
both on a national level and chapter level. Initiates are provided a brief history to               
study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


● Complete community service project 
Initiates must volunteer their time to one of several community service projects            
that aim to develop their understanding of the value of a mechanical engineering             
degree in society. 


● Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 
An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.             
Formal business attire is required of all participants. The ceremony is conducted            
by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.            
Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and            
officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the             
conclusion of dinner. 
 


The initiation ceremony for the Fall 2016 semester was held on November 28, 2016 at the                
Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7PM to 10PM and included the induction of 24                
members. The newly inducted members and officers were addressed by Dr. Caroline Genzale,             
an Assistant Professor at Georgia Tech, following the ritual ceremony and dinner. Dr. Genzale              
discussed her journey through likes and dislikes of the Mechanical Engineering profession and             
how she ultimately found her passion teaching and researching Engines.  
 


The initiation ceremony for the Spring 2017 semester was held on April 17, 2017 at the                
Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center from 7PM to 10PM and included the induction of 17                
members. The newly inducted members and officers were addressed by Dr. David Hu, an              
Associate Professor at Georgia Tech, following the ritual ceremony and dinner. Dr. Hu             
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discussed his research in the biomechanics of animal locomotion and gave advice on how to               
present technical work throughout an engineering career. The work he does has been featured in               
The Economist​, ​The New York Times​, ​National Geographic​, ​Popular Science and ​Discover            
magazine. His laboratory has also appeared on 3D TV as part of a nature documentary by                
3DigitalVision, “Fire ants: the invincible army,” available on Netflix.  
 
B. Chapter Activities 


The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the 2016-2017            
academic year. 
 
Fall 2016 
 
Information Session I – 8/31/16 


Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.             
Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about              
the organization on a national and chapter level. Initiation packets were distributed to interested              
students and food was served to all in attendance. 
 
Information Session II – 9/1/16 


A secondary information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first              
meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 
 
Bowling Social – 9/8/16 


The social chair hosted a chapter-funded event at the on campus bowling alley, Tech Rec,               
for all members and eligible initiates to attend. Initiates were able to meet current members and                
all were able to socialize, bowl, and play other games. 
 
Barrelhouse Proceeds Night 9/15/16 


The fundraising chair organized a campus wide event at an on-campus restaurant where             
Pi Tau Sigma received a percentage of the proceeds. This event helped spread awareness of Pi                
Tau Sigma throughout campus.  
 
Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 9/22/16 


Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who                
were in attendance. A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be                  
made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their                  
future classes. 
 
Individual Key Polishing II & Invention Studio Tour – 10/2/16 


Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio. This             
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization             
and collaboration. 
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Individual Key Polishing III & Invention Studio Tour – 10/7/16 


Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio. This             
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization             
and collaboration. 
 
TEAM Buzz Volunteer Event – 10/17/16 


Completed four hours of landscaping projects at Walker Park in the Atlanta area. This              
project was organized by another on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus.              
Several Nu chapter members and initiates participated in this community service project. 
 
Individual Key Polishing IV – 10/29/16 


Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio. This             
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization             
and collaboration. 
 
Retro Video Game Night – 11/13/16 


The social chair hosted a chapter-funded game night on campus for all members and              
eligible initiates to attend. Initiates were able to meet current members and all were able to                
socialize and play old and new video and board games. 
 
Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 11/14/16 


Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination            
administered by the current officers. Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as             
their polished keys for judging. The current officers judged the keys and determined which of               
the keys were deemed acceptable. Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation              
requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 
 
Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 11/28/16 


Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an             
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center. Dr. Caroline Genzale              
was the keynote speaker and provided insights on careers in Mechanical Engineering, along with              
her research.  
 
General Elections – 11/21/16 


Elections were held for all Spring 2017 positions. Current or newly initiated members             
filled all positions. 
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 12/7/16 


A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons               
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester. Formal documents were transferred            
to the new officers for their use. 
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Spring 2017 
 
Resume Book - All Semester  


This semester, Pi Tau Sigma continued to build its resume book that is given to potential                
employers. This was a great way for members to get their resume in the hands of people who                  
were looking for candidates. Members emailed their updated resume, as well as their job              
interests (full-time, internship, co-op) to the PTS officers.  
 
Mentorship Program - All Semester  


The mentorship chair launched a mentorship program that allowed members to be a             
mentor for a 1st to 3rd year ME student. The time commitment was roughly one hour every two                  
weeks to meet with or otherwise communicate with the mentee. This was an awesome              
opportunity that looked great on resumes, and was a great way to give back to the Georgia Tech                  
community.  
 
FASET Organization Information - 1/23/17 


A representative from the FASET (​"Familiarization and Adaptation to the Surroundings           
and Environs of Tech") organization spoke briefly about leadership opportunities and answered            
any questions about joining FASET.  
 
Information Session I – 1/24/17 


Eligible students were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau Sigma.             
Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could learn about              
the organization on a national and chapter level. Initiation packets were distributed to interested              
students and food was served to all in attendance. 
 
Saint Gobain Information and Networking Session - 1/26/17 


Attended a joint info-session with the SHPE (Society Of Hispanic Professional           
Engineers) organization. The Saint Gobain recruitment team met to talk about Full-Time and             
Internship Opportunities.  
 
Information Session II – 1/30/17 


A second information session was hosted for those students unable to make the first              
meeting due to academic or personal conflicts.  The structure of the meeting remained the same. 
 
Resume Blitz Volunteer Event - 1/31/17 


This event was an easy, rewarding way for members to complete their volunteer             
requirement for the semester. The event took place outside the Invention Studio in the              
manufacturing related disciplines complex, where PTS members gave peer feedback on resumes            
of mechanical engineering students. With the Spring Career Fair just around the corner, many              
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students appreciated the last minute critiques before they spoke with employers. A signup sheet              
was sent out before the first general meeting. 
 
3 Dollar Cafe Social Event - 2/13/17 


Located in west midtown, a short walk from campus. The dinner and networking event              
took place following the general meeting that day, and food and non-alcoholic beverages were              
provided by the club. 


 
Initiate Meet and Greet - 2/21/17 
Current members and potential initiates met to discuss the benefits, opportunities, and            
requirements to join Georgia Tech’s chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. The event was located at Crecine                
Apartments on campus. Card games, a pool table, and Chick Fil A were included. 
 
Yogli Mogli Proceeds Night - 2/22/17 


Members enjoyed some frozen yogurt. A portion of the proceeds were donated. For Pi              
Tau Sigma members, this counted as a social event. For those that were not affiliated, they joined                 
us and helped our organization grow. 


 
PTS National Convention - ​February 24-26, 2017 


This year the national convention was held at Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA. Two              
PTS officers attended the convention. Georgia Tech PTS is now planning to host the 2019               
national convention. 
 
Individual Key Polishing I & Invention Studio Tour – 3/2/17 


Initiates gathered to polish their individual keys with input from a few of the officers who                
were in attendance. A PTS member gave a tour of the Invention Studio so that initiates could be                  
made aware of the equipment available to them to use in polishing their keys and also in their                  
future classes. 
 
Top Golf Night - 3/7/17 


Members got to hone in their golf skills, savour some appetizers, and network with other               
members on a Tuesday night. 
 
Individual Key Polishing II & Invention Studio Tour – 3/16/17 


Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio. This             
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization             
and collaboration. 
 
Atlanta Science Festival - 3/25/17 


PTS volunteers were needed to help plan and run 2 demo booths (pig heart anatomy &                
potato osmosis). 
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Rocky Mountain Pizza Night - 3/29/17 
Members and initiates went to Rocky Mountain Pizza for dinner. This counted as a social               


event. The organization paid for food and non-alcoholic drinks for initiates and members. 
 
Initiation Examination – 4/3/16 


Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination            
administered by the current officers.  Initiates submitted completed initiation packets. 
 
Individual Key Polishing III & Invention Studio Tour – 4/6/17 


Initiates again gathered to continue polishing their keys at the Invention Studio. This             
event also served to promote camaraderie within the initiate class by encouraging socialization             
and collaboration. 
 
Cleaning PTS Bent Statue - 4/6/17 


Members and Initiates were invited to help polish the PTS statue located outside the              
manufacturing related disciplines complex mechanical engineering building.  
 
Tech Beautification Day - 4/8/17 


PTS had a group project cleaning on campus. This project was organized by another              
on-campus organization, and was open to the entire campus. Many Nu chapter members and              
initiates participated in this community service project, participating in landscaping. 
 
Bent Judging - 4/10/17 


The current officers judged the keys and determined which of the keys were deemed              
acceptable. Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation requirements were            
notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 
 
General Elections – 4/10/17 


Elections were held for all Fall 2017 positions. Current or newly initiated members filled              
all positions. 
 
Spring Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 4/17/17 


Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an             
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center. Dr. David Hu was               
the keynote speaker and provided insights on presenting technical findings during a career in              
Mechanical Engineering, along with his research.  
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 4/26/17 


A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons               
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester. Formal documents were transferred            
to the new officers for their use. 
 
C. Other 
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All information regarding the chapter for the 2016-2017 academic year has been            
previously noted in this report. 
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Pi Tau Sigma Full Annual Chapter Report 
2018 - 2019 
Georgia Tech Nu 
 
A. Initiations 


The initiation process for the 2018 - 2019 academic year remained relatively unchanged             
from the previous year. Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of                
seniors by class rank. These students received notification of eligibility from the Vice-President             
early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in the following                 
week. The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma and also               
detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities. Interested students received          
packets which detailed the following requirements for initiation. 
 


● Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 
This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward          
completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering. It also serves          
to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to             
change majors. 


● Attend information session 
Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at          
this meeting. Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend;           
however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this             
information. 


● Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 
No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive          
faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.           
An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student          
engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


● Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 
This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes         
camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on           
campus. 


● Pay $70 lifetime dues 
Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund             
the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 


● Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 
Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive            
board members. Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization          
through several hours of detailed polishing. The chapter uses this requirement to            
connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students           
access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


● Attend one Pi Tau Sigma social event 
Social events include organized dinners, company sponsored top golf events,          
company sponsored bowling events, company information sessions, key polishing         







gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events. These events           
encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current members. 


● Attend one Pi Tau Sigma philanthropy event 
Philanthropy events include sandwich making and donating to charity events,          
volunteering at the Pi Tau Sigma Research Fair, volunteering at our Pi Day             
Mental Health event, and attending 3D printing key chains and laser engraving            
coasters to give to faculty events. 


● Attend two general meetings 
Meetings are held on a biweekly basis throughout the semester. Initiates receive            
information on upcoming events and meet current members through their          
participation. 


● Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 
The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion           
of personal interests and goals. 


● Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 
Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to            
the organization. Executive board members read the submissions and can identify           
areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


● Pass the initiation examination 
The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma             
both on a national level and chapter level. Initiates are provided a brief history to               
study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


● Complete community service (volunteer) project 
Initiates must volunteer their time to one of several community service projects            
that aim to develop their understanding of the value of a mechanical engineering             
degree in society. 


● Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 
An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.             
Formal business attire is required of all participants. The ceremony is conducted            
by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.            
Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and            
officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the             
conclusion of dinner. 
 


The initiation ceremony for the Fall 2018 semester was held on November 26, 2018 and               
included the induction of 8 members. The initiation ceremony for the Spring 2019 semester was               
held on April 15, 2019 and included the induction of 14 members. The newly inducted members                
and officers were addressed by Dr. Kenneth A. Cunefare in the Fall and Dr. Ari Glezer in the                  
spring, both accomplished professors and researchers at Georgia Tech. Dr. Cunefare discussed            
his journey to becoming a professor at Georgia Tech and talked about his research and passion                
with GT motorsports. Dr. Glezer gave an in-depth analysis of his flow-control research and the               
industry applications and implications. 
 
 
 







B. Chapter Activities 
The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the Fall 2018 semester 
 
Fall 2018 
 
Resume Book - All Year  


This semester, Pi Tau Sigma continued to build its resume book that is given to potential                
employers. This was a great way for members to get their resume in the hands of people who                  
were looking for candidates. Members emailed their updated resume, as well as their job              
interests (full-time, internship, co-op) to the PTS officers.  
 
General Body Meeting I – 8/27/18 


Current Pi Tau Sigma Members were introduced to this semester’s Executive board and             
the activities planned out for the semester. 
 
Resume Blitz Volunteer Event - 9/5/18 and 9/6/18 


This event was an easy, rewarding way for members to complete their volunteer             
requirement for the semester. The event took place outside the Invention Studio in the              
manufacturing related disciplines complex, where PTS members gave peer feedback on resumes            
of mechanical engineering students. With the Fall Career Fair just around the corner, many              
students appreciated the last minute critiques before they spoke with employers. A signup sheet              
was sent out before the first general meeting. Volunteer requirements could be satisfied at this               
event. 
 
Initiate Meeting Session – 9/5/17 and 9/6/18 


Eligible students for initiation were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau              
Sigma. Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could             
learn about the organization on a national and chapter level. Initiation packets were distributed              
to interested students and food was served to all in attendance. Two meetings were held to                
accommodate students with conflicting schedules. 
 
Executive Meeting - 9/6/18 


An executive meeting with this semester’s executive team was held to discuss the             
logistics of events for the semester.  
 
General Body Meeting II - 9/10/18 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Shell was present at the              
meeting. 
 
Executive Meeting - 9/17/18 


An executive meeting with this semester’s executive team was held to discuss the             
logistics of events for the semester.  
 
General Body Meeting III - 9/24/18 







Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords. GE Power was present at the meeting. 
 
Executive Meeting - 9/24/18 


An executive meeting with this semester’s executive team was held to discuss the             
logistics of events for the semester.  
 
Honor Society Board Social - 10/4/18 


Members and initiates went to a social event hosted by the honor society board, which is                
a board of all honor societies on campus. This counted as a social event. The organization paid                 
for food and non-alcoholic drinks for initiates and members. There were games and food to get                
everyone to bond with each other.  
 
Rocky Mountain Pizza Night - 10/11/18 


Members and initiates went to Rocky Mountain Pizza for dinner. This counted as a social               
event. The organization paid for food and non-alcoholic drinks for initiates and members. 


 
General Body Meeting IV - 10/15/18 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement.Graduating members          
could also pick up their stoles and cords. Home Depot was present at this meeting. 
 
Sandwich Making Event - 10/18/18 


This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates got together to make             
sandwiches for food donation. More than 100 sandwiches were made, catering to both             
vegetarians and non vegetarians, and they were donated. 
 
ME Schedule Event - 10/23/18 


This is a philanthropy event where members helped out initiates and other ME students              
schedule their classes for Spring 2018. This was a good platform to answer all questions that                
students had and a great opportunity to help out our fellow students. 
 
General Body Meeting V - 10/29/18 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords.  
 
S’mores Night - 10/30/2018 


This is a social event where initiates and members met up on west campus to have some                 
delicious s’mores together and get to know each other. 
 
Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 11/5/18 


Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination            
administered by the current officers. Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as             







their polished keys for judging. The current officers judged the keys and determined which of               
the keys were deemed acceptable. Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation              
requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 
 
Machining Event at Invention Studio - 11/7/18 


This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates took a tour of the Invention               
Studio, located in MRDC on Georgia Tech’s campus. Members and Initiated learned laser             
cutting and laser cutted coasters which were distributed to the ME faculty as gratitude for their                
service. 
 
General Elections – 11/12/18 


Elections were held for all Spring 2018 positions. Current or newly initiated members             
filled all positions. 
 
Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 11/26/18 


Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an             
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center. Dr. Kenneth A.              
Cunefare was the keynote speaker and provided insights on careers in Mechanical Engineering,             
along with his research.  
 
Research Fair - 11/28/18 


The exec board decided to start hosting a signature event for Pi Tau Sigma which will be                 
held every semester. We decided to host a research fair for ME students as it is currently quite                  
hard for undergraduate students to get research since there is no proper platform for them to                
interact with professors and graduate students who require research assistants. More than 15             
professors sent their graduate students to this event. We had a huge turnout from students for this                 
event. This counted as a philanthropy event for those who helped in the setting up or tearing                 
down of the event. 
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 12/1/18 


A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons               
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester. Formal documents were transferred            
to the new officers for their use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
Spring 2019 
 
Executive Meeting - 1/14/2019, 1/22, 2/04, 2/18, 3/04, 3/18, 4/01 
An executive meeting with this semester’s executive team was held to discuss the logistics of               
events for the semester.  
 
General Body Meeting I – 1/28/2019 


Current Pi Tau Sigma Members were introduced to this semester’s Executive board and             
the activities planned out for the semester.  


 
Initiate Meeting Session – 1/23/2019 and 1/24/2019 


Eligible students for initiation were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau              
Sigma. Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could             
learn about the organization on a national and chapter level. Initiation packets were distributed to               
interested students and food was served to all in attendance. Two meetings were held to               
accommodate students with conflicting schedules. 
 
Rocky Mountain Pizza Night - 1/31/2019 


Members and initiates went to Rocky Mountain Pizza for dinner. This counted as a social               
event. The organization paid for food and non-alcoholic drinks for initiates and members. 
 
General Body Meeting II - 2/11/2019 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Shell was present at the              
meeting. Pratt & Whitney held an information session and took resumes of our members after the                
meeting. 
 
Bent Polishing Event - 2/12/2019 & 2/26/2019 


This is a social event where initiates and members met up on west campus to have some                 
delicious s’mores together and get to know each other. 
 
General Body Meeting III - 2/25/2019 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords. Eaton Corporation sponsored this event with Jimmy               
John’s and hosted an information session for our members. 
 
3D Printing Event @ Invention Studio - 2/28/19  


This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates took a tour of the Invention               
Studio, located in MRDC on Georgia Tech’s campus. Members and Initiates learned how to              
operate 3D printers. We printed keychains which were distributed to the ME faculty as gratitude               
for their service. 
 
General Body Meeting IV - 3/11/2019 







Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement.Graduating members          
could also pick up their stoles and cords. GE Power sponsored this meeting with a Moe’s taco                 
bar and held an information session for our members  
 
Pi Day Mental Health Awareness- 3/14/2019 


For Pi Day, Pi Tau Sigma volunteers set up a booth on the Georgia Tech lawn and let                  
people “Pi” us in the face with plates of whipped cream. This was a fun way to give students an                    
opportunity to destress, laugh, and smile as a part of mental health awareness event.  
 
Initiation Examination and Bent Judging – 3/25/2019 


Initiates were required to attend this meeting and pass an initiation examination            
administered by the current officers. Initiates submitted completed initiation packets as well as             
their polished keys for judging. The current officers judged the keys and determined which of               
the keys were deemed acceptable. Initiates who had satisfactorily completed all of the initiation              
requirements were notified and invited to attend the initiation ceremony. 
 
General Body Meeting V - 3/25/2019 


Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             
their self introduction presentation to complete a initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords.  
 
Laser Engraving Event @ Invention Studio - 2/28/19  


This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates took a tour of the Invention               
Studio, located in MRDC on Georgia Tech’s campus. Members and Initiates learned how to              
operate laser engraving machines. We cut and engraved over 30 coasters which were distributed              
to the ME faculty as gratitude for their service. 
 
GE Power Bowling Social – 3/26/2019 


GE Power sponsored a bowling social in the Georgia Tech Student Center. It was a great                
way to learn about the company, meet some engineering representatives and make some great              
networking connections. 
 
Shell Sandwich Making Event - 4/03/2019 


This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates got together to make             
sandwiches for food donation. About 100 sandwiches were made and donated to a local              
homeless shelter. Shell sponsored the event and had a representative their for networking. 
 
Shell Topgolf Social - 4/03/2019 


Shell sponsored this awesome social event. Representatives took a group of about 15             
members and initiates to play a few rounds and eat at Topgolf.  
 
General Elections – 4/08/2019 


Elections were held for all Spring 2018 positions. Current or newly initiated members             
filled all positions. 







 
Fall Initiation Ceremony and Banquet – 4/15/2019 


Initiates who had completed all requirements for membership were required to attend an             
initiation ceremony held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center. Dr. Ari Glezer was               
the keynote speaker and provided insights into fluid flow control in his research as well as in                 
industry.  
 
Research Fair - 4/02/2019 


The exec board decided to start hosting a signature event for Pi Tau Sigma which will be                 
held every semester. We decided to host a research fair for ME students as it is currently quite                  
hard for undergraduate students to get research since there is no proper platform for them to                
interact with professors and graduate students who require research assistants. More than 15             
professors sent their graduate students to this event. We had a more than 80 students show up to                  
this event. This counted as a philanthropy event for those who helped in the setting up or tearing                  
down of the event. 
 
Officer Turnover Meeting – 2/24/2019 


A meeting was planned for all current and future officers to meet and share lessons               
learned and ideas for improvements the following semester. Formal documents were transferred            
to the new officers for their use. 
 
 
C. Other 


All information regarding the chapter for the Fall 2018 academic semester has been             
previously noted in this report. 
 
 
 








Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report 
2019 - 2020 


Georgia Tech Nu 


A. Initiations 
This year’s initiations marked a departure from previous years due to the COVID-19              


pandemic. Eligible initiates included the upper quarter of juniors and upper third of seniors by               
class rank. These students received notification of eligibility from the Vice-President of            
Memberships early in the semester and were invited to attend one of two information sessions in                
the following week. The information sessions conveyed the purpose and ideals of Pi Tau Sigma               
and also detailed chapter events and student involvement opportunities. The standard           
requirements for a normal semester are listed below:  
 


1. Complete at least two mechanical engineering courses 
a. This requirement ensures that initiates have made appropriate progress toward          


completing core curriculum classes within mechanical engineering. It also serves          
to verify that eligible students have confirmed their interests and are unlikely to             
change majors. 


2. Attend information session 
a. Eligible initiates receive important information regarding the initiation process at          


this meeting. Circumstantial exceptions are made if a student cannot attend;           
however, that student must schedule a meeting with an officer to receive this             
information. 


3. Obtain two mechanical engineering faculty recommendation signatures 
a. No formal recommendation letters are required; however, initiates must receive          


faculty signatures as an endorsement of their academic excellence and integrity.           
An underlying function of this requirement is to promote faculty-student          
engagement and to connect initiates with mentors and possible research advisors. 


4. Obtain five Pi Tau Sigma member signatures 
a. This item necessitates networking within the organization and promotes         


camaraderie that ultimately bolsters participation and visibility of the chapter on           
campus. 


5. Pay $70 lifetime dues 
a. Initiate dues help to fulfill obligations to the national organization and also fund             


the initiation dinner and various chapter activities. 
6. Polish individual Pi Tau Sigma key 


a. Initiates must polish individual keys to the satisfaction of the current executive            
board members. Initiates show commitment and dedication to the organization          
through several hours of detailed polishing. The chapter uses this requirement to            
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connect initiates with the student-run Invention Studio which provides all students           
access to top-of-the-line equipment found in a professional machine shop. 


7. Attend one Pi Tau Sigma social event 
a. Social events include organized dinners, company sponsored top golf events,          


company sponsored bowling events, company information sessions, key polishing         
gatherings, and other various Pi Tau Sigma sponsored events. These events           
encourage the formation of fraternal bonds among initiates and current members. 


8. Attend one Pi Tau Sigma philanthropy event 
a. Philanthropy events include sandwich making and donating to charity events,          


volunteering at the Pi Tau Sigma Research Fair, volunteering at our Pi Day             
Mental Health event, and attending 3D printing key chains and laser engraving            
coasters to give to faculty events. 


9. Attend two general meetings 
a. Meetings are held on a biweekly basis throughout the semester. Initiates receive            


information on upcoming events and meet current members through their          
participation. 


10.Present a short self-introduction presentation at a weekly meeting 
a. The presentation introduces new initiates to the membership through a discussion           


of personal interests and goals. 
11.Submit a paragraph regarding personal goals within Pi Tau Sigma 


a. Initiates are required to think deeply about their involvement and contribution to            
the organization. Executive board members read the submissions and can identify           
areas for improvement in the initiation process and ideas for future events. 


12.Pass the initiation examination 
a. The initiation exam consists of questions regarding the history of Pi Tau Sigma             


both on a national level and chapter level. Initiates are provided a brief history to               
study when they receive their initiation packets at the information session. 


13.Attend mandatory initiation ceremony and banquet 
a. An initiation ceremony is held each semester during the final week of classes.             


Formal business attire is required of all participants. The ceremony is conducted            
by the president and vice-president and includes the reading of the rituals.            
Following the ceremony, a catered banquet dinner is provided to initiates and            
officers as well as a guest speaker who addresses all members upon the             
conclusion of dinner. 
 


The initiation ceremony for the fall 2019 semester was held on November 11, 2019 and               
included the induction of 4 members. Our speaker was Dr. Jonathan Rodgers, a Georgia Tech               
Mechanical Engineering associate professor. Due to the pandemic, in an abundance of caution,             
some amendments were made to the above requirements for Spring 2020 initiates. Namely,             
requirements 3 (faculty signatures), 4 (member signatures), 7 (social events), 8 (philanthropy            
event), and 9 (general meetings) above were WAIVED for spring 2020 initiates. Additionally the              
short introduction (requirement 10) need only be created (as a single powerpoint slide) and              
emailed to the VP of Memberships if it hadn’t already been presented, the initiation examination               
(requirement 12) was converted into a google forms format and taken online, and the initiation               
and banquet (requirement 13) was postponed to the beginning of fall 2020. Given the current               
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ambiguity about Georgia Tech’s campus organization policies regarding the return to campus in             
the fall, the initiation will likely still be in an online format, but hopefully Georgia Tech will                 
provide more guidance as the semester approaches. Even with the ambiguity of this semester, 18               
initiates have taken expressed interest and have taken the necessary steps to be inducted in the                
fall. Because the banquet is an important bonding opportunity between newly initiated members,             
executive board members, and Georgia Tech’s faculty, regardless of the initiation status we             
intend to hold the banquet for spring 2020’s initiates as soon as it is allowed under Georgia Tech                  
policy and deemed safe under sound moral and ethical judgement by the executive board. 


B. Chapter Activities 
The following chapter activities are presented in chronological order for the Fall 2019             


and Spring 2020 semesters. 


Fall 2019 


Executive Meetings- 9/16, 10/28, /11/4 


Meetings held with the Fall 2019 executive team to discuss logistics and plan for events               
throughout the semester.  


Initiate Info Sessions- 9/3 and 9/4 
Students meeting the minimum requirements for induction into Pi Tau Sigma were            


invited to an informational meeting about the organization. Past chapter activities and plans for              
the current semester were discussed so that eligible students could learn more about our              
organization on a campus and national level. Current exec members were present to talk about               
what they were planning for the semester and to tell interested students why they chose to join Pi                  
Tau Sigma. Initiation requirements were also discussed and students were able to begin getting              
their initiation packet signed by current members at this meeting. This meeting was held twice to                
accommodate for different scheduling conflicts. 


Philanthropy: Resume Critique- 9/5 
Current members volunteered at this event, held in the ME building on campus, where              


ME students could get advice on their resume and prepare for the upcoming campus career fair. 


General Meeting I- 9/9 
This was the first general body meeting of the semester. Jarrett Wilbanks from Shell was               


our speaker. He shared with members what he does at Shell as well as how to apply for current                   
opportunities at Shell. Food and prizes for the meeting were provided by Shell.  
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Pratt and Whitney Info Session- 9/10 
This event was hosted jointly with the Aerospace engineering honor society. Pratt and             


Whitney talked about current opportunities within their company and answered questions/took           
resumes from interested students. 


Social: Top Golf with Shell- 9/12 
This was a social event sponsored by Shell where members were able to enjoy some free                


food, Top Golf, and conversation with other members and our speaker from the General              
Meeting, Jarett Wilbanks. It was a great event that allowed our members to connect not only with                 
each other but also someone in industry. This was a highly requested event that we hosted in the                  
past that Shell was willing to do with us again.  


Social: Rocky Mountain Trivia Night- 9/19 
Members and initiates were invited to a trivia night at a local pizza restaurant. The club                


purchased food and non-alcoholic drinks for those in attendance. Our team came in 3rd place at                
the trivia event.  


Initiate Event: Bent Polishing 9/23 
Initiates were invited to an event where exec provided donuts and supplies to polish their               


bent (an initiation requirement).  


Philanthropy: LaAmistad Tutoring 9/26 
This was a new philanthropy event that we introduced this semester. LaAmistad is an              


after-school program for kids in the Atlanta area. Our members volunteered to help with tutoring               
in subjects such as math and reading.  


Parents Weekend Tabling- 10/5 
Pi Tau Sigma was invited to host a table in the ME building during Parents Weekend. We                 


displayed a poster with past semester activities and were available to answer questions about our               
organization as well as Georgia Tech to students as well as parents.  


General Meeting II- 10/7 
The speaker for this meeting was GT Off-Road. GT Off-Road is a student organization              


that builds an off road vehicle and brings it to competitions throughout the semester. GT               
Off-Road presented on what their club does as well as how our members could get involved.  
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General Meeting III- 10/21 
The speaker for this meeting was Dr. Garimella, a heat transfer professor at Georgia              


Tech. He spoke about his research as well as what he has learned during his time as a                  
Mechanical Engineer.  


Philanthropy: Team Buzz- 10/26 
Team Buzz is an annual philanthropy event hosted by Georgia Tech. Any student can              


sign up and then they are assigned a project to participate in. We signed up as a club and our                    
members were assigned to help out with various outdoor tasks in Grant Park such as planting and                 
mulching.  


Philanthropy: Class Advising- 10/28 
Members volunteered to staff a table in the Mechanical Engineering building where            


fellow ME students could stop by for advice about class scheduling for next year. Questions               
ranged from what classes to take, which professors to take it with, and other general advice that                 
students may have requested.  


Social: Ray’s Trivia Night- 10/30 
Similar to the Rocky Mountain social event, we invited members and initiates to             


participate in Trivia Night at a local pizza restaurant. The club provided food and non-alcoholic               
drinks.  


Philanthropy: Blood Drive- 11/4 
Members and initiates volunteered to staff the check-in table at a blood drive hosted by               


the Red Cross on Georgia Tech’s campus. Duties included signing in participants to the drive,               
handing out t-shirts, and thanking them for their donation.  


Research Fair- 11/5 
Each semester, Pi Tau Sigma hosts a research fair on campus. Various labs on campus               


that are recruiting ME students display posters and props to show ME students what their labs                
are currently researching. Our club provides food for the volunteers and attendees. This semester              
we had 10 labs participate in our event. 


Social: Bowling Night- 11/7 
Members and initiates were invited to a bowling event at the bowling alley on Georgia               


Tech’s campus. Pizza and soda was also provided. This event was hosted jointly with Tau Beta                
Pi (General Engineering Honor Society) so members were able to socialize with not only              
members of our club, but other top engineers on Georgia Tech’s campus. 
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Philanthropy: LaAmistad Tutoring- 11/13 
This was a new philanthropy event that we introduced this semester. LaAmistad is an              


after-school program for kids in the Atlanta area. Our members volunteered to help with tutoring               
in subjects such as math and reading. In this specific session, we volunteered with a               
representative from Shell as well.  


Mock Interview Night with CAT- 11/14 
This was another new event this semester where Caterpillar facilitated mock interviews            


with our members. They explained in detail about the STAR method (common interview             
method) and how to answer STAR questions effectively. Then, they asked each person in              
attendance a few sample interview questions and critiqued their answer. By the end of the event,                
everyone was answering questions much better than when the event started.  


Elections- 11/18 
This was our last general meeting of the semester where we also held elections for our                


Spring 2020 executive board. 


Turnover Meeting- 12/7 
At this meeting, Fall 2019 exec turned over their positions and duties to the incoming,               


Spring 2020 exec board. 


Spring 2020 


Executive Meetings - 1/13/2020, 2/10, 2/24, 3/09 
An executive meeting with this semester’s executive team was held to discuss the logistics of               
events for the semester.  


Initiate Meeting Session – 1/22 and 1/28 
Eligible students for initiation were invited to attend an information session about Pi Tau              


Sigma. Chapter activities were discussed by current officers so that interested students could             
learn about the organization on a national and chapter level. Initiation packets were distributed to               
interested students and food was served to all in attendance. Two meetings were held to               
accommodate students with conflicting schedules. 


General Body Meeting I – 1/28 
Current Pi Tau Sigma Members were introduced to this semester’s Executive board and             


the activities planned out for the semester. Dr. David Hu, a Georgia Tech professor in the                
schools of biology and mechanical engineering,  presented his research on biomechanics. 
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Social: Rocky Mountain Pizza Night – 1/30 
Members and initiates went to Rocky Mountain Pizza for dinner and participated in trivia              


night. This counted as a social event. The organization paid for food and non-alcoholic drinks for                
initiates and members.  


PTS National Convention – 1/31 to 2/2 
Georgia Tech Nu sent two executive members to the national convention at Rochester             


Institute of Technology.  


General Body Meeting II – 2/3 
Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             


their self introduction presentation to complete an initiation requirement. Clorox presented on            
their internship and full-time opportunities worldwide. 


Philanthropy: LaAmistad School Tutoring – 2/11 
This is a philanthropy event where members and initiates visited LaAmistad school in             


northern Atlanta and tutored elementary aged students in math and science subjects. 


General Body Meeting III – 2/17 
Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             


their self introduction presentation to complete an initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords. GM presented their electric vehicle lineup including a                
hand-on walk-through of their BEV drivetrain. 


Social: Bowling with GM – 2/28 
In this social event, members and initiates had a chance to meet GM recruiters in an                


informal setting while bowling at GT’s Tech Rec.  


General Body Meeting IV – 3/2 
Upcoming events and reminders were highlighted at this time. Initiates also could make             


their self introduction presentation to complete an initiation requirement. Graduating members           
could also pick up their stoles and cords. Former Georgia Tech president and mechanical              
engineering professor Dr. Bud Peterson presented on the state of the institute and the future of                
engineering education. 


Philanthropy: Brittain Food Packing – 3/3 
Members and initiates volunteered in the kitchens of Georgia Tech’s Brittain dining hall             


to sort and pack donated food to be distributed to students in need.  
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Social: Bent Polishing and Ice Cream – 3/11 
Initiates had an opportunity to polish their bents (keys) as a group with provided              


sandpaper and ice cream. 


All Future Events Canceled for the Remainder of the Semester –           
Announced 3/24 


Planned events that were canceled include an ME Research Fair, a general meeting 
with Shell recruiters, a social event at TopGolf with Shell recruiters,  


C. Other 
Beyond the activities for the initiates and general members listed above, the 2019-2020             


executive boards put an emphasis on improving PTS’s image online and across Georgia Tech’s              
campus. 


Registering Previous Initiates with PTS Nationals 
It came to our attention that the previous years’ initiations had not been properly notated               


and submitted to nationals. With the assistance of Dr. Moutsoglou and GT finance, we have               
successfully registered the previous initiations and received the relevant certificates. They are            
currently being stored by the current president and will be distributed at the first general meeting                
after the pandemic. There is still some ambiguity about the state of the payment. We will                
continue to communicate with finance and the national board over the summer to ensure that the                
payment is submitted properly. 


Website Housekeeping 
It came to our attention that our chapter’s website had been offline for at least a year.                 


With the assistance of GT’s tech services, we successfully deleted the widgets that were              
causing the failure and began the process of updating the mothballed site. This proved to be a                 
daunting task which will have to be continued by the next executive board.  
 


The current website can be viewed at: ​http://pts.gtorg.gatech.edu/​. 


Improving Executive Board Transitions 
One of the difficulties leadership in Georgia Tech Nu was the lack of written turnover               


documents. In previous years, the only source of turnover information was an informal meeting              
for the outgoing officers to explain their roles to incoming officers. While this is a good policy                 
that will be continued, it lacked the completeness of a written turnover document. Additionally,              
the lack of a documented list of responsibilities made general members wary of running for               
office given the ambiguity of the role. This year’s executive board revived an old policy of writing                 
a formally typed turnover document listing the responsibilities, timelines, and contacts for each             
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role. We hope that this will set the Georgia Tech Nu chapter back on a path toward continuous                  
improvement across executive boards and give rise to multi-year goals such as long-term             
company partnerships, alumni groups, and even potentially hosting a convention in the distant             
future. 
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