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Texas Delta Gamma
University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, Texas
Chartered Spring 1971. Number 100.

Goals for 2007-2008
Our primary goal for this year, was to revive
the organization, and promote the Department
of Mechanical Engineering on campus as well
as in the community.

Activities
During the past year, the Delta Gamma
chapter has been active within the Mechanical
Engineering department as well as with the
community.

During the fall semester, the chapter did a
resume workshop inviting all College of
Engineering students to participate. The results
were satisfactory, and it reflected in all of the
students who attended the Career Expo held
every semester in our campus.

We established a chapter tradition that every
Thanksgiving, Pi  Tau Sigma members
participate in conjunction with the Salvation
Army to feed the homeless. Our members
helped out in every aspect from the
preparation of foods, helping with the set up of
tables, greeting guests, and serving food to all
of the families who attended.

In the spring semester, two of our members
offered tutoring services for all students who
needed extra help for the Thermal Fluids
Science class.

The chapter also held a “Dead Day Cookout”,
where students can have a more relaxed and
friendly environment with our faculty and
staff, enjoy some food, refreshing beverages,
and relating to fellow engineering students.
Graduates
Juan Cornejo - Pursiung Ph.D. at Texas
A&M, College Station, TX
Victor Martinez - Undecided
Daniela Soltero — Exxon Mobile, Houston, TX
Cesar Terrazas — Pursuing Masters Degree at
University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX
Jamie Tullius — Pursuing Ph.D. at Rice
University, Houston, TX
Awards & Recognition
Jamie Tullius — Outstanding senior in
Mechanical Engineering
Names of New Members
Fall 2007 Pledges

Juan Cornejo Daniela Soltero

Cesar Terrazas
Jamie Tullius
Glenn Uranga
Sara Villatoro

Adan Garcia
Lucero Gonzalez
Victor Martinez
Allen Roman
Spring 2008 Pledges

Atul Ambhore Hugo Marin
Manuel Castro Nadia Richards
Emmanuel Gurrola Laura Ruiz

Rosa Jimenez

Plans for 2008-2009
For the upcoming year, the chapter seeks to
increase its involvement within the university
as well as the growth of the members in out
chapter.
The chapter is planning to work with the
different organization in the College of
Engineering, and finally organize fundraisers
SO everyone gets to notice our dedication and
interest of advancement.

Chapter Officers
President Juan Cornejo
Vice President Jamie Tullius
Treasurer Daniela Soltero
Secretary Allen Roman
Historian Sara Villatoro
Chapter Advisor
Dr. Connie Gomez
Reporter
Laura Ruiz
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Texas Delta Gamma
University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX
Chartered 05/12/71. Number 100.

Goals for 2008-2009

The Goals set for the 2008-2009 year, were
community involvement. Improve member
participation. Becoming a close organization
within our members so we can grow and
become recognized as the honor society that
we are representing.

Activities

During the past year, the Delta Gamma
chapter volunteered on Thanksgiving Day at
the Salvation Army serving the traditional
thanksgiving supper to the least fortunate in
our community.

The chapter held its bi-annual initiation
ceremony and banquet at the middle of the
spring and fall semesters. Both were to
welcome our new members to the
organization, as well as to wish the best to
those graduating.

As it is now custom on the last day of classes
for each semester, we had our dead-day
cookout which is a gathering merely between
Pi Tau Sigma members and our Mechanical
Engineering faculty and staff. As well we also
use it as a fundraiser, because all those
Mechanical Engineering students interested in
attending help us with donations.

On the 2009 spring semester, the Delta
Gamma Chapter, along with the college of
Engineering, helped Candlelighters, a non-
profit organization that helps out El Pasoan
community by donating non-perishable food,
clothes, and toys. Since one of their
warehouses burned early this year, we thought
this was a good reason for involving the
members to help out a good cause in our
community.

Graduates

Allen Roman — US NAVY

Blanca Murga — Finish Industrial Engineering
Degree at UTEP

Jonathon Bice - US ARMY

Albert Montano - Undecided

Names of New Members

Fall 2008 Pledges
Gerardo Aceves
Zenia Garcia
Joseph Gonzalez

Francisco Alvarez
Christopher Genera

Spring 2008 Pledges

Allen Garcia
Martin de la Torre

Gerardo Escudero
Ana Melendez

Transfer of Responsibilities

Officers for the 2008-2009 academic year held
elections so not only officers, but also our
members could have the opportunity to decide
who were those that will be representing us on
the 2009-2010 school year.

Plans for 2008-2009

Next year, the convention is relative close to
the Delta Gamma Chapter, so we plan to send
some members, and not only offices to it, so
everyone can get the most of it. As of now, we
are already working with some fundraisers.

We already began to make an appearance to
entering freshmen, on the New Student
Orientation; even though we do not allow any,
we want them to know who we are and what
we do.

As every year, we plan on helping the
Salvation Army on Thanksgiving day, and
Candlelighters on the spring semester by
donating clothes.

Another thing that we have planned is the
Dead-Day cookout for all Pi Tau Sigma
members and Mechanical Engineering faculty
and staff.

We are now working on the web-page and
hope that by the mid-July it can be viewed by
everyone.

Last, we will be participating in some of the
event that the university held, and by this we
are getting some money for fundraising.

Finally we are planning a social retreat; this
will help us with fundraising.

Maybe we have a lot of plans, and we are not a
big organization like many others in the
country, but we are working very hard right
now, and hope for the best this upcoming year.

Chapter Officers
President Laura Cecilia Ruiz
Vice President Zenia Garcia
Treasurer Lucero Gonzalez
Secretary Ana Melendez
Historian Hugo Marin
Social Chair Francisco Alvarez

Community Representative ~ Gerardo Aceves
Initiate Coordinator Javier Navar





Chapter Advisor

Dr. Connie Gomez
Contact Information

http://www.pts.utep.edu
Reporter

Laura Cecilia Ruiz
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Introduction

Prior to describing our activities over the past academic year, | would like to inform the National
Chapter that the Texas Delta Gamma Chapter went through substantial changes, in the selection
process, initiation ceremony and general rules of practice since | was elected Chapter President
in the spring semester of 2011. Currently our chapter is designated inactive, due to the fact that
annual reports have not been submitted and member registration has not occurred since 2008-
2009. Many guidelines and procedures have not been observed over the past two years and my
highest priority as Chapter President was to resolve these issues and implement a plan to ensure
the Texas Delta Gamma Chapter adhered to the guidelines set forth by the National Chapter.
This proved to be more challenging than anticipated; however | am confident that by the end of
the fall semester 2011 all issues will be resolved.

Initiations

Requirements

Membership into Pi Tau Sigma Honorary Mechanical Engineering Society, Texas Delta Gamma
Chapter should be extended to only the highest caliber of student. Pledges must demonstrate
high scholastic achievement and display extraordinary academic accomplishments. Members of
PTS-Texas Delta Gamma must include only the top students from the Mechanical Engineering
Department at the University of Texas El Paso. Based on this criteria and discussion with our
faculty advisor Dr. Ahsan Choudhuri, the officers set a new minimum academic requirement at
UTEP. In addition to representing the top 17% of the class for both juniors and seniors they
must also have a minimum cumulative GPA requirement of 3.4 or higher.

Application Process

Candidates who meet the academic requirements are sent an application packet, which was put
together by the Vice President of the Texas Delta Gamma Chapter, Alexander Gonzalez and I.
This packet includes the following:

Welcome Letter

This is an introduction and explanation about Pi Tau Sigma and the requirements
membership into Texas Gamma Chapter. As well as a brief description of how the
chapter contributes to the University and the community
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PART | General Information

We use this to ensure we have contact information for all new candidates as well as grade
level and other general information.

PART Il Application

1. Resume — This should include any projects you were involved in, completed or
assisted in.  Internships, research and any other pertinent engineering skills you have
gained while pursing your engineering career at UTEP. We would also like to see
education, hobbies and any community service.

2. Cover Letter — This letter should contain your interest in the National Honorary
Mechanical Engineering Fraternity Pi Tau Sigma as well as explain why you would be a
good candidate to represent Pi Tau Sigma, Texas Delta Gamma Chapter (500 word limit).

*A copy of the packet has been attached as part of the annual report
Selection Process

Potential members who are interested in joining Pi Tau Sigma are invited to complete the
application, which is reviewed by all the current officers. The officers vote yes or no on each
potential candidate and the candidate must receive a vote of “yes” from all officers in order to be
inducted.

Induction Ceremony and Rituals

All candidates selected as initiates into the Texas Delta Gamma chapter are sworn by a code of
honor to protect the secrets of the actual initiation ceremony; however we will share some of our
rituals and tradition’s. The initiates are blindfolded and told to place their right hand on the
shoulder of the initiate in front of them. One of the officers leads the initiates through and around
the engineering building; this is an exercise in trust. The initiates must have faith that the person
in front of them is going to keep them safe and that the officer will lead them safely through the
exercise. During the exercise the initiates are asked question about Pi Tau Sigma, UTEP and the
Engineering Department at UTEP. Wrong answers or failure to answer may result in not being
inducted. The types of questions we ask are what are the PTS official colors, what is on the PTS
crest and what do the symbols represent and who is the chair of the mechanical engineering
department. Then the initiates are taken to a secret location and inducted by repeating the NSPE
Code of Ethics for Engineering and promising to uphold the ideals and values of Pi Tau Sigma
Honorary Mechanical Engineering Fraternity.
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Fall induction included ten new members; however failure to follow procedure resulted in those
inductees not being registered. This is one of the items in the process of being rectified. We
were unable to induct members in the spring due to scheduling conflicts, officers leaving early
for internships and heavy construction at UTEP. We did receive several applications from
several qualified applicants and plan to meet and make a decision as to who will be inducted. An
induction ceremony for these students will be held early in the semester. We will send out
applications for the fall and have an induction ceremony late in the semester for fall initiates.

Chapter Activities

As a group the officers decided on two main objectives for the Texas Gamma Chapter for the
spring semester 2011.

1. Support the Academic Center for Engineers and Scientists (ACES) at UTEP by
providing tutoring services

2. Promote education and career opportunities in STEM through community outreach
events

Tutoring

ACES is a support and study area at UTEP for engineering students. PTS supported
ACES Dby providing tutoring services for engineering courses. While UTEP
provides several tutoring services for Math, Chemistry, Biology and English
courses there is a lack of resources for engineering students who need assistance
with engineering courses like mechanics of materials or thermodynamics. Some of
the top students from PTS volunteered their time to support a tutoring program.
The students who volunteered logged on average 30 hours a week in tutoring office
hours.

Community Outreach

We were able to visit Ross Middle School and Americas High School in the El Paso
community to present information on education and careers in the engineering field
and studying at UTEP. We also supported activities at UTEP like the First Robotics
Competition and Science Extravaganza. The UTEP Engineering Department
supported the first stage of the Frist robotic completion, known as the build phase.
This is where teams of students build the chassis to their robot. Science
Extravaganza is an event sponsored by the Society of Mexican Engineers and
Scientist’s. They bring over 300 students to UTEP for a full day of engineering
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activities and tours. PTS supported this MAES at this event by facilitating an event
we called, “Eggciting Roller Coaster”. Students had to work in a team to design a
roller coaster car that kept their Passenger safe (a real egg). Each group was given
the same set of materials and a few guidelines that needed to be followed, besides
that they were free to design their car however they wanted. At the end of the
exercise the cars were tested on a track built by PTS members. The teams whose
“passenger” egg, survived moved to the next round where we crashed the cars into
each other to see whose design was best.

Americas High School

President-Mario Rubio speakingto students Members-Jorge Frias and Franciso Alvarez

Physics students-attempting to
Explain how slinky’s work
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First Robotics Competition

Students and Mentorfrom Parkland H.S.
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Science Extravaganza “Eggciting Roller Coaster”

Explanation of the rules

Helping with Designs
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A

Pl TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT
2013 -2014
Texas Delta Gamma

Introduction

Building on the previous years we strive to remain in good standing with the national Pi Tau
Sigma organization. Two initiations have been held for the 2013-2014 academic year,
services to the university that have previously been provided have been maintained for this
academic year. In order to improve participation and prestige of the Texas Delta Gamma
chapter we plan on implementing more engineering based community service to engage our
members, these plans will be rolled out this coming 2014 — 2015 academic year.

. Initiations

Requirements

Membership into Pi Tau Sigma Honorary Mechanical Engineering Society, Texas Delta
Gamma Chapter is extended to only the students who demonstrate desire and skills along
with hard work. Pledges must demonstrate high scholastic achievement and demonstrate
extraordinary accomplishments. Members of Pi Tau Sigma-Texas Delta Gamma must
include only the top students from the Mechanical Engineering Department at the University
of Texas El Paso. Based on this criteria and discussion with our faculty advisor Dr. Ahsan
Choudhuri, a series of academic requirements were set at UTEP. Our main criterion for
selection of juniors and seniors was to have a minimum cumulative GPA requirement of 3.5
or higher. Along with a great academic standing, we required the potential students to be
involved at UTEP.

Application Process

Candidates who met the established requirements were sent an application packet, which
includes the following:

Welcome Letter

This is an introduction and explanation about Pi Tau Sigma and the requirements
membership into Texas Gamma Chapter. Also, a brief description of how the chapter
contributes to the University and the community.

General Information





We requested the students some general information to ensure we have the correct contact
information for example: complete name, e-mail address, contact phone number, grade level
etc.

Application

A copy of the resume and a cover letter were required in order to evaluate the potential
members. Potential members who are interested in joining Pi Tau Sigma were welcomed to
complete the application, which was reviewed by the Vice-President and the President. In
order to be accepted, both officers must agree about the student.

1) Resume — This should include any projects the student was involved in, completed or
assisted in. Internships, research and any other pertinent engineering skills gained while
pursuing their mechanical engineering career at UTEP. Additionally, education and
community service experience are considered.

2) Cover Letter — This letter should contain your interest in the National Honorary
Mechanical Engineering Fraternity Pi Tau Sigma as well as explain why you would be a
good candidate to represent Pi Tau Sigma, Texas Delta Gamma Chapter.

Induction Ceremony and Rituals

All candidates selected as initiates into the Texas Delta Gamma chapter are sworn by a code
of honor to protect the secrets of the actual initiation ceremony; however we will share some
of our rituals and tradition’s.

First, the initiates are blindfolded outside of the place where the initiation will take place and
are instructed to place their right hand on the shoulder of the initiate in front of them.
Secondly, the secretary and treasurer lead the initiates to a location which was not previously
disclosed. This exercise strengthens the trust between the inductees amongst them, since they
rely on each other to move forward. Finally, once everyone is set in their appropriate seat,
they are inducted by repeating the NSPE Code of Ethics for Engineering and promising to
uphold the ideals and values of Pi Tau Sigma Honorary Mechanical Engineering Fraternity.

The fall 2013 induction included nine new inductees, as well as ten active members who
were recognized during the ceremony. The spring induction included five new inductees as
well as eight recognized active members.

. Chapter Activities

This year our main focus was to increase the number of students, not only graduating with a
mechanical engineering degree, but also maintaining a high GPA. Nonetheless, we
participated in a few outreach activities for entering freshmen.





Tutoring

ACES is a support and study area at UTEP for engineering students. Pi Tau Sigma supported
ACES by providing tutoring services for engineering courses. While UTEP provides several
tutoring services for Math, Chemistry, Biology and English courses there is a lack of
resources for engineering students who need assistance with engineering courses like:
dynamics, mechanics of materials, or thermodynamics. All members from Pi Tau Sigma
volunteered their time to support a tutoring program. The students who volunteered logged
on average 3 hours a week in tutoring office hours for both semesters. Initially, a concern
was that the students did not know about the program but we coordinated with the
department of mechanical engineering at UTEP and the associates of ACES to publicize it. In
total, approximately 700 hours of tutoring were recorded for the entire year.

Campus Outreach

Our society participated in an outreach event on, titled the Mechanical Engineering Open
House for Pre-engineering students. We encouraged students who were deciding on their
major of study to choose mechanical engineering by explaining the fun and the hard work of
the mechanical engineering profession. The event also included a description of the Pi Tau
Sigma society and let students know we have tutoring available. The explanation of the
society also helped encourage the students to strive for a successful academic career and
encouraged them to apply for membership.
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2018-2019
Texas Delta Gamma

Initiations:

During the academic year, Fall 2018 and Spring 2019, we had a total of 3 new members. The 3
members were initiated in the Spring semester. There have been miscommunication issues
between the organization and the department resulting in decreased outreach. Our goal is to
understand the roadblocks in the departments changing leadership to have a more active chapter.
Standard rituals were followed for the selection and initiation of new members.

Chapter Activities:

Chapter activities included Engineering Open House. The Engineering Open House was made up
of all engineering honor societies, research labs, and other organizations. Every group had a table
set up and welcomed future and current engineering students to participate and become members
in those specific organizations. We, Pi Tau Sigma, were able to speak to engineering students
about who we were, and what we strove to accomplish as a Chapter at the University. There is an
engineering Open House every semester (twice in one academic year). Meetings were also held
among officers to discuss other potential activities as well as going over applicants eligible to Pi
Tau Sigma.

The chapter continues to offer tutoring for undergraduate students as part of our service towards
the Mechanical Engineering community. Challenges were encountered during the Fall semester
were the Chapter lost the office space for tutoring. This was due to insufficient space for the
amount of organizations and in our typical allotted space as well as miscommunication between
the office manager and the department. This problem was resolved by holding impromptu and
scheduled tutoring sessions in other locations such as the library. Continued efforts in obtaining a
more permanent location are on track. For the Spring semester, most of the tutored students were
juniors; and the most common subjects (classes) were dynamics and thermodynamics. The
number of underclass students tutored was not as high as expected. Efforts will be made to
advertise more of this service to aid future engineers in their classes. Our targeted audience will
mostly underclassmen in order assure their engineering track is continued and encouraged.

Other:

Pi Tau Sigma Officers had concerns and issues with booking locations to offer tutoring to
engineering students. Our designated area was lost, after speaking to engineering ambassadors, it
was difficult to look for other locations where students could study and be tutored.






The University of Texas at El Paso

Academic Year: 2019-2020

Chapter: Texas Delta Gamma

A)

Fall 2019: 21 members joined

Spring 2020: No initiation took place due to COVID-19

Selection Process: In order to be inducted into the Pi Tau Sigma Honor Society, Texas Delta
Gamma Chapter, the student applying must email the president and vice president their resume
and must have a GPA of no less than 3.0 . Apart from that, there is no limit of members that can
be accepted each semester, and in the resume, it also benefits that the student has extracurricular
activities like volunteering, internships, being part of other clubs. The officers, are also interested
in seeing any skills that the students have, this is important because the Chapter strives to help
any of the other members struggling with classes, so anyone with skills is a great addition to the
honor society and gives the student a platform to share their skills with members.

Ceremony: The induction ceremony is held in a conference room of the engineering department
in the late afternoon of the indicated day and. The room is dark and lit with candles, while new
inductees are outside blindfolded. When all of the inductees are ready, they are brought to the
conference room and they are seated by alphabetical order. After that the members are able to
remove the blind folds. Behind the desk where the President and Vice President sit, there is a
poster of the PTS insignia and the coat of arms. When the ceremony begins the ritual handbook
is read out loud and the officers explain more about the honor society. After that is concluded
each member is called up to sign their name in the roll book.

Celebration: Food is catered to the initiation ceremony, in which the officers and the initiates eat
together and get to know each other.

Chapter Officers:





Chapter Advisor:
Jack F. Chessa

B)
Activities:
Fundraisers:

A fundraiser was created to raise money with the Chipotle food chain. Attached below is the
flyer for the event.

School Activities:

- The Chapter took part of the TCM Day which is a 100-year tradition at the University of Texas
at El Paso focused on keeping the engineering spirit alive during St. Patrick’s day. Below are
pictures of members participating





-The Chapter participated in the mechanical engineering department open house, in which we got
to speak to new students and invite them to apply to PTS honor society. Below are pictures of
members during the tabling event.





Volunteering:
Throughout the semester members volunteered at the Salvation Army and at a Food bank.

Attached below are pictures from a volunteering event at the salvation army.





