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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2013-2014 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Initiation  


 


The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past academic 


year.  The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class or the top 


33% of their senior class.  Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must have 


either already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a 


grade point average of 3.0 or higher.  Our first initiation held on November 19
th


 welcomed 


seventeen new initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter.  The second ceremony on April 2
nd


 


inducted twelve new initiates, doubling the number of chapter members in just one year.  Society 


dues were collected concluding each semester initiation ritual and elections were held during the 


spring meeting as well.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. 


Immediately following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty 


advisor gather for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old 


members to get acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  


 


Chapter Activities  


 


Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, 


participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE 


Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 


Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 


 


Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. Each 


October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university 


students and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students 


from high schools across the region. On October 24, 2013, almost 1,000 students arrived on UT's 


Knoxville campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through 


discussions, project demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and 


societies. The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Engineering for a 


Better World”.  At the table, we interacted with future engineering students and illustrated the 


various design projects within our mechanical engineering department. 


 


Other 


 


Awards and Recognition 


Dr. Larry W. Sharpe was awarded the 2014 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 







Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in 


Teaching Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and 


Biomedical Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within 


the department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student 


organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. Sharpe 


for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to the MABE 


Department.  


 


Plans for 2014-2015 


During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 


members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award 


will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of 


its presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In 


addition, the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the 


university.  


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. For the upcoming year, the society decided to increase officer 


seats to accommodate the larger chapter.  Old records and electronic files related to chapter 


business were passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well 


as important deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current 


financial standing.  


 


2013-2014 Chapter Officers  
President: Matthew Hinricher 


Vice President: Georgia White 


Treasurer: Benjamin Walden 


 


2014-2015 Chapter Officers  
President: Georgia White 


Vice President: Josh Penney 


Treasurer: Skye Jerrolds 


Secretary: Nick Cross 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


 


Reporter  


Matthew Hinricher 








 
PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2015-2016 
Tennessee Tau Eta 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 
Initiation  
 
The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past academic 
year.  The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class or the top 
33% of their senior class.  Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must have either 
already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a grade point 
average of 3.0 or higher.  Our first initiation held on September 14th welcomed fourteen new 
initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter.  The second ceremony on February 9th inducted five 
new undergraduate students and one graduate student.  Society dues were collected concluding 
each semester initiation ritual and elections were held during the spring meeting as well.  
 
For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. Immediately 
following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty advisor gather 
for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old members to get 
acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  
 
Chapter Activities  
 
Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, 
participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE 
Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 
Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
 
Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. Each 
October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university students 
and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students from high 
schools across the region. On October 22, 2015, almost 1,500 students arrived on UT's Knoxville 
campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through discussions, project 
demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and societies. The 
Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Mechanical Engineering: 
Manufacturing the Future”.  At the table, we interacted with future engineering students and 
illustrated the various design projects within our mechanical engineering department and 
highlighting new and exciting manufacturing techniques like 3D printing. 
 
Other 
 
Awards and Recognition 
Dr. Jon M. Barker was awarded the 2015 Excellence in Teaching Award.  
 







Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in Teaching 
Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 
Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within the 
department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student 
organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. Barker 
for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to the MABE 
Department.  
 
Plans for 2016-2017 
During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 
members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award 
will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of its 
presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In addition, 
the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the university. In 
addition to being more present in our department, Pi Tau Sigma plans to become more involved in 
our community through partnerships with local schools to promote interest in STEM fields. 
 
In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 
officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business were 
passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as important 
deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current financial 
standing.  
 
2015-2016 Chapter Officers  
President: Joshua Penney 
Vice President: Conor O'Dell 
Secretary, Treasurer: Nathan Powell 
 
2016-2017 Chapter Officers  
President: Jonathon Hicks – jhicks42@vols.utk.edu 
Vice President, Treasurer: Justin Myrick – jmyrick2@vols.utk.edu 
 
Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani – keyhani@utk.edu 
 
Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  
 
Reporter  
Joshua Penney 








 
PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2017-2018 
Tennessee Tau Eta 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 
Initiations  
 
The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past academic               
year. The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class or the top                  
33% of their senior class. Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must have              
either already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a                 
grade point average of 3.25 or higher. Our first initiation, held on October 19th, welcomed               
twelve new undergraduate initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter. Nine new undergraduate             
students and one graduate student were inducted in the spring initiation ceremony on March 1st.               
Society dues were collected concluding each semester’s initiation and elections were held during             
the spring meeting as well.  
 
For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals.              
Immediately following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty            
advisor gather for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old                    
members to get acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  
 
Chapter Activities  
 
Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies,              
participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE             
Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering           
Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
 
Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. Each                
October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university            
students and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students             
from high schools across the region. On October 26, 2017, almost 1,500 students arrived on UT's                
Knoxville campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through             
discussions, project demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and            
societies. The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Opportunities for                
Student Development at UT”. At the table, we interacted with high school students and              
discussed the various ways they can grow and develop in the engineering school at UT such as                 
internship/co-op opportunities our mechanical engineering department and the new collaboration          
and innovation design studio on campus. 
  







Other 
 
Awards and Recognition 
Dr. Chad Duty was awarded the 2017 - 2018 Excellence in Teaching Award.  
 
Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in               
Teaching Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and            
Biomedical Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within           
the department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student            
organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. Chad              
Duty for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to the              
MABE Department.  
 
Plans for 2018-2019 
During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new               
members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award              
will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of                 
its presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In               
addition, the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the                
university. 
 
In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected                 
officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business              
were passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as                 
important deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current            
financial standing.  
 
2017-2018 Chapter Officers  
President: Justin Harmon 
Vice President: Ashley John 
Secretary, Treasurer: Mariah Lafond 
 
2017-2018 Chapter Officers  
President: Savannah David – sdavid1@vols.utk.edu 
Secretary, Treasurer: Zachary Slessman – zslessma@vols.utk.edu 
 
Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani – keyhani@utk.edu 
 
Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  
 
Reporter  
Ashley John 








 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


 Chartered April 24, 1950.  Number 56. 
 
Goals for 2007-2008 


The goals for the Tau Eta Chapter included 
initiating new members, honoring faculty who 
have gone above and beyond, and fostering 
greater interaction between mechanical 
engineering students and the community. 


Activities  
During the past year, the Tau Eta chapter 
activities included two initiation/recruitment 
periods. In addition, the chapter was also 
involved in the university’s annual Engineer’s 
Day event. 
 
The University of Tennessee hosts an annual 
event honoring the achievements of the college 
of engineering. On that day, approximately a 
thousand high school students visit the college 
and look through presentations and exhibits 
created by engineering students. This year, the 
Tau Eta chapter presented an exhibit titled 
“Robotics.” Chapter members used robotic arms 
and mobile robots to explain to the high school 
students how the machines function.  


Graduates   
 Brent Beatty – Pursuing Masters Degree in  
  Nuclear Engineering 
 Michael Carkeet – Shaw Industries,  
  Dalton, Georgia 
 Stuart Daniels – ExxonMobil,  
  Houston, TX 
 Soumya Dutta – Pursuing Masters Degree in  
  Aerospace Engineering, Georgia Tech 
 Tricia Goetzka – Maintainibility Engineer, 
  Dow Chemical Co, Baton Rouge, LA 
 Hoa Hoang - Plans Unknown 
 Andrew Jordan - Plans Unknown 
 Carl Justice - Plans Unknown 
 Sean Mailen – Pursuing a job in industry 
 Darrell O’Kain – Pursuing a job in industry 
 Anthony Ragghianti – Pusuing Masters Degree 


Ben Shepard – Pursuing Masters Degree in  
 Engineering Management, Duke University 


Awards & Recognition  
Dr. J.A.M. Boulet – Excellence in Teaching 


Award 
 
The Excellence in Teaching award is given every 
year to the most outstanding teacher in the 
Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 
Engineering Department at the University of 
Tennessee. Pi Tau Sigma members nominate and 
vote for the professor in the spring term. This 


year, the award was given to Dr. J.A.M. Boulet 
for his enthusiastic teaching and contribution to 
the MABE Department.   


Names of New Members   
Fall 2007 Pledges 
 Andrew Galbraith Anthony Ragghianti 
 Alexandra Jordan Lisa Zachary 
Spring 2007 Pledges 
 Travis Breeden Justin Koozer 
 Joshua Carter Sean Mailen 
 Jennifer Faulkner Matthew Pulliam 
 Andrew Frye Matthew Reasor 
 Pankaj Gandhi Jonathan Russ 
 Gregory Grim Michael Wolfe 
Plans for 2008-2009 


During the next academic year Tau Eta intends 
to continue inducting new members who uphold 
the ideals of the organization.  The Excellence in 
Teaching Award will also be given in the spring.  
Pi Tau Sigma will also strive to increase 
awareness of its presence within the department 
by taking a more active role in departmental 
activities. In addition, the chapter will continue 
to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event 
held at the university. 
 
In order to start planning for next year, outgoing 
officers from this year met the newly elected 
officers after the spring initiation. Old records 
and electronic files related to chapter business 
were passed down. The new officers were 
briefed about the duties of the office as well as 
important deadlines to follow. Finally, the 
outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s 
current financial standing. 


Chapter Officers  
President Ben Shepard 
Vice President Brent Beatty 
Treasurer Did Not Elect Treasurer 
Secretary Did Not Elect Secretary 


Chapter Advisor   
Dr. Majid Keyhani 


Contact Information   
pitausig@utk.edu 
http://web.utk.edu/~pitausig 


Reporter 
Ben Shepard 
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Tennessee Tau Eta    
 University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 


Tennessee Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 
56.  


Names of New Members  
Fall 2008 Pledges  


Goals for 2008-2009 The goals for the Tau Eta 
chapter included inducting new members who 
uphold the ideals of the organization, giving the 
Excellence in Teaching Award in the spring, and 
increasing its presence within the department by 
taking a more active role in department activities.  


Stanley Atherton  John Higgins  
Steven Coley  Barrett Hachey  
Timothy Mclerran  Benjamin Yeager  


 Meredith Neal  
 Spring 2009 Pledges 


   Jacob Swafford   
od  


                  
Sam Arwo


Activities During the past year Tau Eta held two 
initiation ceremonies, participated in the University 
of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, sponsored 
the Excellence in Teaching Award in the 
Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 
Engineering Department, and organized an 
information session for Georgia Pacific.  


Fernando Costa  Jared Michaels  


The University of Tennessee hosts an annual 
event honoring the achievements of the college of 
engineering. On that day, approximately a 
thousand high school students visit the college 
and look through presentations and exhibits 
created by engineering students. This year, the 
Tau Eta chapter spoke to the high school students 
about current senior projects and experiences as 
an Engineering student.  


Graduates  
Justin Koozer- Georgia Pacific  
Seth Pierson- Georgia Pacific  
Ryan Halko- AREVA NP Inc.  
Drew Frye- TVA and University of Tennessee 
Chattanooga Grad School  
Lisa Zachary- Missile Defense Agency  
Ryan Maxell- Cummins  
Danny Sale- Grad School  
John Tencer- University of Texas Austin Grad  
Matthew Reasor- Warner Robinson Air Force Base  
Andrew Galbraith- MACTEC  
Joshua Baggett- Norfolk Southern  
Awards & Recognition Dr. Robert E. Bond– 
Excellence in Teaching Award  


The Excellence in Teaching award is given every 
year to the most outstanding teacher in the 
Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 
Engineering Department at the University of 
Tennessee. Students of the department nominate 
and vote for the professor in the spring term. This 
year, the award was given to Dr. Robert E. Bond 
for his enthusiastic teaching and contribution to 
the MABE Department.  


During the next academic year Tau Eta intends to
continue inducting new members who uphold the
ideals of the organization. The Excellence in
Teaching Award will also be given in the spring.
Pi Tau Sigma will also strive to increase
awareness of its presence within the department
by taking a more active role in departmental
activities. In addition, the chapter will continue to
present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held
at the university.  


Ryan Maxwell  Christopher Crowe  
Joshua Baggett  Sarah Keedy  


ns for 2008-2009   Pla


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing 
officers from this year met the newly elected 
officers after the spring initiation. Old records 
and electronic files related to chapter business 
were passed down. The new officers were briefed 
about the duties of the office as well as important 
deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing 
treasurer described the chapter’s current financial 
standing.  


Chapter Officers 
President Justin Koozer Vice President John
Tencer Treasurer Peter Magginis Secretary Did
Not Elect Secretary  


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


Contact Information 
pitausig@utk.edu 
http://web.utk.edu/~pitausig  


Reporter 
Justin Koozer 



mailto:pitausig@utk.edu






PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 


2009-2010 


 


Tennessee Tau Eta 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


 Chartered April 24, 1950.  Number 56. 
 


Goals for 2009-2010 


The goals for the Tau Eta chapter included inducting new members who uphold the ideals of 


the organization, giving the Excellence in Teaching Award in the spring, and increasing its 


presence within the department by taking a more active role in department activities. 


 


Activities  


During the past year Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, participated in the University of 


Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, sponsored the Excellence in Teaching Award in the 


Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department. 


 


The University of Tennessee hosts an annual event honoring the achievements of the college of 


engineering. On that day, approximately a thousand high school students visit the college and 


look through presentations and exhibits created by engineering students. This year, the Tau Eta 


chapter spoke to the high school students about current senior projects and experiences as a 


Mechanical Engineering student. 


 


Graduates   


Stanley Atherton – Pursuing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the University of 


Tennessee 


Steven Coley – Pursuing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the University of 


Tennessee 


Barrett Hachey – Eaton Corporation, Leadership Development Program, Pittsburgh, 


Pennsylvania  


John Higgins – Pursuing a JD at the University of Tennessee 


Robert Jones – Plans Unknown 


Sarah Keedy – Pursuing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the University of 


Tennessee 


Greg Peterson – Pursing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at Pennsylvania State 


University 


Danny Sale – Pursing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the University of 


Washington 


Benjamin Yeager – Joining the Army as an infantry officer 


 


Awards & Recognition  


Dr. Gary V. Smith– Excellence in Teaching Award 


 


The Excellence in Teaching award is given every year to the most outstanding teacher in the 


Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department at the University of 


Tennessee. Students of the department nominate and vote for the professor in the spring term. 







This year, the award was given to Dr. Gary V. Smith for his enthusiastic teaching and 


contribution to the MABE Department.   


 


Names of New Members   


Fall 2009 Pledges 


 Blake Adams Julie Pender 


 Michael Dacey  Susan Reid  


 William Henson Jason Terrill 


 Robert Jones Ryan Whitted 


 Brittany Kopcsak Stephen Yontz 


 Janie Miller 


  


Spring 2010 Pledges 


Neal Baltuth Colby Jarrett 


John Berg  Nick Jones 


Brian Daniel  Troy Karsten 


Timothy Floyd Nikolay Linnik 


Danielle Gennett  Aaron Myers 


Coary Hathaway  Greg Peterson 


Karl Hughes John Utley   


  


Plans for 2010-2011 


During the next academic year Tau Eta intends to continue inducting new members who 


uphold the ideals of the organization.  The Excellence in Teaching Award will also be given in 


the spring.  Pi Tau Sigma will also strive to increase awareness of its presence within the 


department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In addition, the chapter will 


continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the university. 


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business 


were passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as 


important deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current 


financial standing. 


 


Chapter Officers  


President Steven Coley 


Vice President John Higgins 


Treasurer Jacob Swafford 


Secretary Barrett Hachey 


Chapter Advisor   
Dr. Majid Keyhani 


Contact Information   
pitausig@utk.edu 


http://web.utk.edu/~pitausig 


Reporter 


Steven Coley 
 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2010-2011 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


 


A. Initiation 


 


The Tau Eta Chapter held two initiation ceremonies this past year.  In the fall, we had 


two new initiates. There was an unprecedented lack of interest in the fall which raised the 


need for a more adamant recruiting approach for the spring.  This was accomplished by 


contacting all students that were pursuing a mechanical engineering degree and alerting 


them that we were initiating new members on a specified date. We had a great response 


from this method.  From the students that were interested, we chose the candidates who 


had taken Thermodynamics and had a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.  As a result, 


we had nineteen new initiates for the spring 2011 semester. 


 


For our initiation ceremony, we follow the initiation procedure provided on the 


pitausig.org website.  After performing the ceremony, the new initiates and current 


members gather for a pizza social.  It has proved to be a great way for the new and old 


members to get acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity. 


 


The fall initiation ceremony was held on November 2, 2010.  The spring initiation 


ceremony was held on April 19, 2011. 


 


 


B. Chapter Activities 


 


During the past year Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, participated in the 


University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, sponsored the Excellence in Teaching 


Award in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department.  


 


The University of Tennessee hosts an annual event honoring the achievements of the 


college of engineering. On that day, approximately a thousand high school students visit 


the college and look through presentations and exhibits created by engineering students. 


This year, the Tau Eta chapter spoke to the high school students about current senior 


projects and experiences as a Mechanical Engineering student.  


 


Pi Tau Sigma also sponsored the Homecoming Alumni Barbeque and held service 


opportunities with the Ronald McDonald House and Habitat for Humanity for our 


members. 


 


C. Other 


 







Goals for 2010-2011  
 


The goals for the Tau Eta chapter included inducting new members who uphold the ideals 


of the organization, giving the Excellence in Teaching Award in the spring, and 


increasing its presence within the department by taking a more active role in department 


activities.  


 


Graduates  


 


We are very proud of our graduating members.  Their plans for after graduation are as 


follows: 


 


Stephen Yontz – Pursuing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the 


University of Tennessee  


Susan Reid – Pursuing a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering at the University of 


Tennessee 


Danny Sale – Pursing a PhD in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Washington 


Troy Karsten – Accepted position with Siemens, Engineering Leadership Development 


Program in their Oil and Gas Division 


Julie Pender – Accepted position at Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, TN 


Sam Arwood – Plans unknown 


Nick Jones – Enlisting in the armed forces 


Brittany Kopcsak – Accepted position with URS 


Timothy McLerran – Attending Air Force Pilot Training at Columbus Air Force Base 


Mississippi  


Janie Miller – Accepted position with ExxonMobil Downstream Research and 


Engineering Company 


 


Awards & Recognition  


 


Dr. Robert Bond was awarded the 2011 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 


Every year, Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in Teaching Award to the most 


outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 


Department at the University of Tennessee. Students of the department nominate and 


vote for the professor in the spring term.  







This year, the award was given to Dr. Robert Bond for his enthusiastic teaching and 


contribution to the MABE Department.  


 


Plans for 2011-2012  


 


During the next academic year Tau Eta intends to continue inducting new members who 


uphold the ideals of the organization. The Excellence in Teaching Award will also be 


given in the spring. Pi Tau Sigma will also strive to increase awareness of its presence 


within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In addition, 


the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the 


university.  


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly 


elected officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to 


chapter business were passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the 


office as well as important deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described 


the chapter’s current financial standing.  


 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers  
President: Janie Miller 


Vice President: Susan Reid  


Treasurer: John Utley  


Secretary: Brian Daniel  


 


2011-2012 Chapter Officers 
President: John Utley (jutley5@utk.edu) 


Vice President: Gary Hathaway (ghathaw1@utk.edu) 


Treasurer: Neil Baltuth (nbaltuth@gmail.com) 


Secretary: Kristen Holdway (kholdway@utk.edu) 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


http://web.utk.edu/~pitausig  


 


Reporter  
Janie Miller 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2011-2012 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Goals for 2011-2012  


The goals for the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter included inducting new members who uphold the ideals of 


the organization, giving the MABE Department Excellence in Teaching Award in the spring, 


volunteering in the surrounding community, and increasing its presence within the department by taking 


a more active role in departmental activities.   


 


Initiation  


The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held two initiation ceremonies this past year. Our eligibility 


requirements are that candidates must have either already taken Thermodynamics I or be in the class at 


the time of initiation and have a grade point average of 3.0 or higher. In the fall, we had seventeen new 


initiates. There was a great turnout for the inductees and we were very pleased with the quality of the 


new members. Also, we had eight new initiates for the spring 2012 semester. All five officers for next 


year came from the fall 2011 and spring 2012 inductees.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, we follow the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. After performing the 


ceremony, the new initiates, current members, officers and faculty advisor gather for a pizza social. It 


has proven to be a great way for the new and old members to get acquainted with one another and 


improve chapter unity. The fall initiation ceremony was held on November 17, 2011. The spring 


initiation ceremony was held on April 10, 2012.  


 


Chapter Activities  
During the past year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, participated in the University of 


Tennessee’s Career Services’ Career Carnival, participated in the University of Tennessee's annual 


Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE Excellence in Teaching Award in the Mechanical, Aerospace, 


and Biomedical Engineering Department.  


 


The University of Tennessee hosts an annual event honoring the achievements of the college of 


engineering. On that day, approximately a thousand high school students, professors, and parents visit 


the college and look through presentations and exhibits created by engineering students, participate in 


challenges, and get a brief preview of life as a student at the University of Tennessee. This year, the 


Tennessee Tau Eta chapter spoke with hundreds of high school students, parents, and professors about 


the type of work that is involved in Mechanical Engineering, current senior projects, and experiences as 


a Mechanical Engineering student.  


 


Pi Tau Sigma also held service opportunities with the Knoxville Ronald McDonald House for our 


members. Additionally, John Utley, chapter president, met with the departmental leaders along with 


other student organization leaders to help improve the department. Among the new policies set up, a 


wireless printer was installed in the student lounge in Dougherty Engineering Building, where a majority 


of Mechanical Engineering classes are held. This prevented students from walking across campus to 


other buildings with computer labs in order to print. Furthermore, a MABE department student 


leadership council was established to help student organizations coordinate activities with other groups 







in order to improve member turnout and effectively give back to the community. In addition to meeting 


with department leaders, John Utley also met with the accreditation board during their visit to the 


University of Tennessee’s College of Engineering in order to speak about the curriculum, faculty, and 


overall experiences with the College of Engineering and the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 


Engineering Department. In addition to these activities, the chapter officers and members cooked dinner 


at the Ronald McDonald House, established connections with the University’s Career Services liaison 


for the College of Engineering, and worked to build a stronger awareness within the college and 


department. 


 


Graduates  


The Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter is very proud of our graduating members. The graduates and their plans 


for after graduation are as follows:  


 


Neal Baltuth - Teach for America, Los Angeles, California 


Fernando Costa - Gerdau, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Brian Daniel - ExxonMobil, Fairfax, Virginia 


Stewart Goodwin - Part time summer work with Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 


then moving to Sudan, Africa 


Gary Hathaway - Amazon.com, Lebanon, Tennessee 


Ray Henson - Pursuing a Doctorate Degree in Chemical Engineering at Washington University in St. 


Louis, St. Louis, Missouri 


Will Lasley - Bridgestone Tires, Nashville, Tennessee 


Nikolay Linnik - Key Safety Systems, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Robert Rasnick - Pursuing a Master’s of Science in Kinesiology with a concentration in Biomechanics at 


The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 


John Utley - Pursuing a Master’s of Science in Mechanical Engineering with a concentration in 


Automotive Systems at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville after a summer internship with 


Alcoa Intalco Works in Ferndale, Washington 


 


Awards & Recognition  


Dr. Kivanc Ekici and Dr. Jeffrey Reinbolt were awarded the 2012 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 


Every year, Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in Teaching Award to the most outstanding professor 


in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, 


Knoxville. Students of the department nominate and vote for the professor in the spring term. This year, 


due to the voting results, the award was given to both Dr. Kivanc Ekici and Dr. Jeffery Reinbolt for their 


passionate teaching, consideration for their students, and overall contribution to the MABE Department.  


 


Names of New Members 
Fall 2011 Pledges 


Clinton Andy Cobb 


Hunter Culbertson 


Micheal Culley 


Anna Davis 


Paige Riley Exum 


Neal Ganey 


Jordan Hamblen 


Michael Hinricher 


Caroline Hunter 


James Marcus Jeter 


Alexander Miles 


Robert Rasnick 


Jessica Elyse Rhyne 


Phil Riemer 


Mohammad Salehi 


Myles Smith 


Eric Spraggins 







Spring 2012 Pledges 


Caleb Clement 


Clint DeLozier 


Ashraf El-Messidi 


Evan Hudspeth 


Rob Kennedy 


Bailey Ketron 


Kevin O’rear 


Georgia White


 


Plans for 2012-2013 
During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 


members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award will also 


be given in the spring. Pi Tau Sigma will also strive to increase awareness of its presence within the 


department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In addition, the chapter will continue 


to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the university.  


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected officers 


after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business were passed down. 


The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as important deadlines to follow. 


Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current financial standing.  


 


2011-2012 Chapter Officers  
President: John Utley 


Vice President: Gary Hathaway 


Treasurer: Neal Baltuth 


Secretary: Kristen Holdway  


 


2012-2013 Chapter Officers  
President: Clint DeLozier 


Vice President: Georgia White 


Treasurer: Michael Hinricher 


Secretary: Rob Kennedy 


Outreach Coordinator: Evan Hudspeth 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


http://web.utk.edu/~pitausig  


 


Reporter  


John Utley 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2018-2019 


Tennessee Tau Eta 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Initiations  


 


The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past 


academic year.  The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class 


or the top 33% of their senior class.  Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must 


have either already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a 


grade point average of 3.25 or higher.  Our first initiation, held on November 8th, welcomed three 


new undergraduate initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter.  Nine new undergraduate students 


were inducted in the spring initiation ceremony on April 11th.  Society dues were collected 


concluding each semester’s initiation and elections were held during the spring meeting as well.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. 


Immediately following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty 


advisor gather for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old 


members to get acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  


 


Chapter Activities  


 


Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, 


participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE 


Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 


Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 


 


Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. 


Each October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university 


students and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students from 


high schools across the region. On October 25, 2018, nearly 1,500 students arrived on UT's 


Knoxville campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through 


discussions, project demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and 


societies. The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Opportunities for 


Student Development at UT”.  At the table, we interacted with high school students and discussed 


the various ways they can grow and develop in the engineering school at UT such as internship/co-


op opportunities our mechanical engineering department and the new collaboration and innovation 


design studio on campus. 


  







Other 


 


Awards and Recognition 


Dr. Robert Bond was awarded the 2018 - 2019 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 


Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in 


Teaching Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 


Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within the 


department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student 


organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. Robert 


Bond for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to the 


MABE Department.  


 


Plans for 2019-2020 


During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue 


inducting new members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in 


Teaching Award will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase 


awareness of its presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental 


activities. In addition, the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event 


held at the university. 


 


To start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business were 


passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as important 


deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current financial 


standing.  


 


2018-2019 Chapter Officers  


President: Savannah David – sdavid1@vols.utk.edu 


Secretary, Treasurer: Zachary Slessman – zslessma@vols.utk.edu 


 


2019-2020 Chapter Officers  


President: Vincent Gambuzza – vgambuzz@vols.utk.edu 


Secretary, Treasurer: Marcos Escudero – mescuder@vols.utk.edu 


 


Chapter Advisor  


Dr. Zhenbo Wang – zwang124@utk.edu 


 


Contact Information  


pitausig@utk.edu  


 


Reporter  


Savannah David 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2012-2013 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Initiation  


The University of Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held two initiation ceremonies this past academic 


year. Our eligibility requirements are that candidates must have either already taken or be 


enrolled at the time of initiation in Thermodynamics I and have a grade point average of 3.0 or 


higher. In the fall, we had eight new initiates. There was a respectable society turnout for the 


inductees and we were very pleased with the quality of the new members. Conversely, we had 


only one new initiate for the spring 2013 semester. Society dues were collected concluding each 


semester initiation ritual and elections were held during the spring meeting as well.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, we follow the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. After performing the 


ceremony, the new initiates, current members, officers, and faculty advisor gather for a pizza 


social. It has proven to be a great way for the new and old members to get acquainted with one 


another and improve chapter unity. The fall initiation ceremony was held on November 15, 2012. 


The spring initiation ceremony was held on February 26, 2013.  


 


Chapter Activities  
During the past year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, participated in the 


University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, partnered with the Knoxville Habitat for 


Humanity during a local build day, and sponsored the MABE Excellence in Teaching Award for 


the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department.  


 


The University of Tennessee hosts an annual event honoring the achievements of the college of 


engineering. On that day, approximately a thousand high school students, professors, and parents 


visit the college and look through presentations and exhibits created by engineering students, 


participate in challenges, and get a brief preview of life as a student at the University of 


Tennessee. This year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter spoke with hundreds of high school 


students, parents, and professors about the type of work that is involved in Mechanical 


Engineering, current senior projects, and experiences as a Mechanical Engineering student. Each 


booth set up for Engineer's Day this year was accompanied by a Grand Challenge in Engineering 


to present to prospective students as well. Our chapter chose "Making Solar Energy 


Economical," incorporating this Grand Challenge into our presentation to students. 


 


Pi Tau Sigma also partnered with the Knoxville Habitat for Humanity during a local build. The 


University of Tennessee Housing facilitated the partnering, transportation, and lunch for Pi Tau 


Sigma members at the build day. At the job site, members learned how to hang siding on a home 


using the proper techniques and tools. It was fun for everyone involved and a highlight to the 


spring semester. 


 


 


Other 







 


Awards and Recognition 


Dr. J. A. M. Boulet was awarded the 2013 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 


Every year, Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in Teaching Award to the most outstanding 


professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering Department at The 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students of the department nominate and vote for the 


professor in the spring term. This year, the award was given to Dr. Boulet for his passionate 


teaching, consideration for the students, advising duties, and overall contribution to the MABE 


Department.  


 


Plans for 2013-2014 


During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 


members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award 


will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of 


its presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In 


addition, the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the 


university.  


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. For the upcoming year, the society decided to reduce officer 


seats to simply a president and treasurer in hopes of clarifying roles and responsibilities. Old 


records and electronic files related to chapter business were passed down. The new officers were 


briefed about the duties of the office as well as important deadlines to follow. Finally, the 


outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current financial standing.  


 


2012-2013 Chapter Officers  
President: Clint DeLozier 


Vice President: Georgia White 


Treasurer: Michael Hinricher 


Secretary: Robert Kennedy 


Outreach Coordinator: Evan Hudspeth  


 


2013-2014 Chapter Officers  
President: Matthew Hinricher 


Treasurer: Benjamin Walden 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


 


Reporter  


Clint DeLozier 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2014-2015 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Initiation  


 


The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past academic 


year.  The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class or the top 


33% of their senior class.  Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must have 


either already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a 


grade point average of 3.0 or higher.  Our first initiation held on October 29th welcomed 


seventeen new initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter.  The second ceremony on February 


25th inducted four new initiates.  Society dues were collected concluding each semester initiation 


ritual and elections were held during the spring meeting as well.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. 


Immediately following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty 


advisor gather for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old 


members to get acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  


 


Chapter Activities  


 


Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, 


participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE 


Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 


Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 


 


Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. Each 


October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university 


students and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students 


from high schools across the region. On October 23, 2014, almost 1,500 students arrived on UT's 


Knoxville campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through 


discussions, project demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and 


societies. The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Mechanical 


Engineering: Many Degrees of Freedom”.  At the table, we interacted with future engineering 


students and illustrated the various design projects within our mechanical engineering 


department. 


 


Other 


 


Awards and Recognition 


Dr. Robert E. Bond was awarded the 2015 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 







Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in 


Teaching Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and 


Biomedical Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within 


the department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student 


organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. Bond 


for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to the MABE 


Department.  


 


Plans for 2015-2016 


During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 


members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award 


will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of 


its presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In 


addition, the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the 


university. In addition to being more present in our department, Pi Tau Sigma plans to become 


more involved in our community through partnerships with local schools to promote interest in 


STEM fields. 


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business 


were passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as 


important deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current 


financial standing.  


 


2014-2015 Chapter Officers  
President: Georgia White 


Vice President: Joshua Penney 


Treasurer: Skye Jerrolds 


Secretary: Nick Cross 


 


2015-2016 Chapter Officers  
President: Joshua Penney 


Vice President: Conor O’Dell 


Secretary, Treasurer: Nathan Powell 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani  


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


 


Reporter  


Georgia White 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2016-2017 


Tennessee Tau Eta 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Chartered April 24, 1950. Number 56. 


 


Initiations  


 


The Tennessee Tau Eta chapter held both fall and spring initiation ceremonies this past academic 


year.  The society recognizes students who are among the top 25% of their junior class or the top 


33% of their senior class.  Our eligibility requirements state that these candidates must have either 


already taken or be enrolled in Thermodynamics I by the date of initiation and have a grade point 


average of 3.25 or higher.  Our first initiation, held on October 19th, welcomed fifteen new 


undergraduate initiates into the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter.  Thirteen new undergraduate students 


and one graduate student were inducted in the spring initiation ceremony on March 29th.  Society 


dues were collected concluding each semester’s initiation and elections were held during the spring 


meeting as well.  


 


For our initiation ceremony, our chapter adheres to the Pi Tau Sigma initiation rituals. Immediately 


following the ceremony, new initiates, current members, officers, and the faculty advisor gather 


for a small social event. This has proven to be a great way for the new and old members to get 


acquainted with one another and improve chapter unity.  


 


Chapter Activities  


 


Over the course of this academic year, Tennessee Tau Eta held two initiation ceremonies, 


participated in the University of Tennessee's annual Engineer's Day, and sponsored the MABE 


Excellence in Teaching Award for the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical Engineering 


Department at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 


 


Engineers Day has been a UT College of Engineering tradition for more than 100 years. Each 


October, undergraduate engineering classes are dismissed for one day to allow university students 


and faculty to spend time interacting with hundreds of potential engineering students from high 


schools across the region. On October 20, 2016, almost 1,500 students arrived on UT's Knoxville 


campus to explore and learn about the various aspects of engineering through discussions, project 


demonstrations and exhibits prepared by UT engineering student clubs and societies. The 


Tennessee Tau Eta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held a booth titled “Opportunities for Student 


Development at UT”.  At the table, we interacted with high school students and discussed the 


various ways they can grow and develop in the engineering school at UT such as internship/co-op 


opportunities our mechanical engineering department and the new collaboration and innovation 


design studio on campus. 


  







Other 


 


Awards and Recognition 


Dr. James Evans Lyne was awarded the 2016 Excellence in Teaching Award.  


 


Each spring, the Tennessee Tau Eta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma presents the Excellence in Teaching 


Award to the most outstanding professor in the Mechanical, Aerospace, and Biomedical 


Engineering Department at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Students within the 


department nominate faculty based on classroom teaching, advising, participation in student 


organizations and other student-faculty interaction. This year, the award was given to Dr. James 


Evans Lyne for his passionate teaching, consideration for his students, and overall contribution to 


the MABE Department.  


 


Plans for 2017-2018 


During the next academic year, the Tennessee Tau Eta chapter intends to continue inducting new 


members who uphold the ideals of the organization. The MABE Excellence in Teaching Award 


will also be given in the spring. Furthermore, Pi Tau Sigma will strive to increase awareness of its 


presence within the department by taking a more active role in departmental activities. In addition, 


the chapter will continue to present exhibits in the Engineer’s Day event held at the university. 


 


In order to start planning for next year, outgoing officers from this year met the newly elected 


officers after the spring initiation. Old records and electronic files related to chapter business were 


passed down. The new officers were briefed about the duties of the office as well as important 


deadlines to follow. Finally, the outgoing treasurer described the chapter’s current financial 


standing.  


 


2016-2017 Chapter Officers  
President: Jonathon Hicks 


Vice President: Justin Myrick 


Secretary, Treasurer: Justin Myrick 


 


2017-2018 Chapter Officers  
President: Justin Harmon – jharmo17@vols.utk.edu 


Vice President: Ashley John – dkb418@vols.utk.edu 


Secretary, Treasurer: Mariah Lafond – mlafond@vols.utk.edu 


 


Chapter Advisor  
Dr. Majid Keyhani – keyhani@utk.edu 


 


Contact Information  
pitausig@utk.edu  


 


Reporter  


Justin Myrick 





