
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
Acrobat 9 or Adobe Reader 9, or later.

Get Adobe Reader Now!

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
 


2009-2010 
 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 
 
A. Initiation 
 
The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every school year.  
Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling the following 
academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA. 


• Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class. 
• Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class. 


 
These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the University 
of Southern California: 


• Juniors:  64-95 completed units 
• Seniors:  96 or more completed units 


 
The initiation ceremony itself consists of our faculty advisor, Dr. Paul Ronney, reading about the 
history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization, as well as asking prospective members if 
they will uphold the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers.  
This ceremony is ended with official introduction into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma, and 
after these initiations our organization hosts an event to help new and existing members get to 
know each other better. 
 
In the course of the past year, these initiations were held on September 25th, 2009, and January 
29th, 2010.  The initiation in September introduced 24 new students into the Tau Beta chapter of 
Pi Tau Sigma, and the initiation in January introduced 6 new students. 
 
B. Chapter Activities 
 
From the outset of the 2009-2010 school year, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma had several 
goals: 


• Increase visibility on campus 
• Increase member involvement 
• Create a better and more organized infrastructure for a sustainable organization 
• Become a chapter “in good standing” with regards to the national Pi Tau Sigma 


organization 
• Become a recognized student organization on the USC campus 
• Host at least: 


o One community service event 
o One industry related event 
o One social event 
o One initiation for both the fall and spring semesters 


 







To help achieve these goals, a constitution was written to provide a framework for the chapter.  
This written record of how the organization was supposed to function kept the organization on 
track to progress and improve its visibility on campus. 
 
To begin the school year, the Tau Beta chapter enlisted the help of a second faculty advisor, 
David Salter, to both find prospective members of our Pi Tau Sigma chapter as well as send out 
invitation emails.  David Salter is the undergraduate advisor to the Aerospace and Mechanical 
Engineering department at USC, so not only does he have access to all of the academic files of 
the students, but also he meets with every mechanical engineering student that might have the 
ability to join this organization each semester.  These emails, combined with written invitations 
delivered in envelopes to the classes of prospective members, spread information about the 
organization, and the first meeting was held on September 11th, 2009, during which the club’s 
president, Erin Kampschroer, and the faculty advisor, Dr. Paul Ronney, were introduced.  This 
meeting explained what Pi Tau Sigma was and the benefits of joining the organization as a 
student.  The first initiation was held two weeks later, on September 25th, in which the new 
members officially joined the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma, and new officers were elected 
for the 2009-2010 school year.  The results of that election were as follows: 
 


• President:  Erin Kampschroer 
o This position was merely ratified by the group; Erin had previously served as 


secretary and been the student bringing the Tau Beta chapter back to prominence; 
it was more or less assumed that she held this role. 


• Vice President:  Dan Seal (Fall) & Jason Walker (Spring) 
• Secretary:  Felipe Figueroa 
• Treasurer:  David Anderson 
• Funding Chair:  Jason Walker 
• Service Chair & Web Master:  Nathan Pandian 
• Social Chairs:  Paul Birkner and Andrew Grace 


 
During the fall semester of the 2009-2010 school year, the Tau Beta chapter had 24 new initiates, 
as well as 5 meetings during the year to update the club on events that the organization was 
participating in.  The first of those events was a beach bonfire social held on October 29th.  This 
was an opportunity for members of the organization to get to know each other better while 
enjoying a bonfire and s’mores at Dockweiler beach. 
 
The next event that the Tau Beta participated in was a community service event in collaboration 
with another club on campus, the Society of Women Engineers (SWE).  The Halloween Fun 
Fair, held on October 30th, was a Halloween-themed fair for children attending nearby 
elementary schools to attend.  Volunteers from Pi Tau Sigma and SWE manned booths for these 
kids to trick-or-treat, bob for apples, get their faces painted, and have costume contests.  The 
neighborhoods surrounding the USC campus can be unsafe, so many parents are reluctant to let 
their children go trick-or-treating at night.  This event was important because it helped increase 
the visibility of our organization; not only was it held with one of the most involved student 
organizations in the engineering school, but also the event was held in the engineering quad, so 
more and more people were seeing our influence on campus. 
 







On October 31st, our organization held a bake sale to raise money for the chapter—this would 
provide for more meals at chapter meetings, Pi Tau Sigma stoles for graduating seniors to wear 
at the end of the year, and also any other miscellaneous purchases.  The bake sale allowed 
members of the organization to socialize throughout the process of baking the cookies and 
brownies, thereby strengthening the friendship between members of the chapter.  In addition, the 
event helped raise awareness of Pi Tau Sigma among the USC community, since many of the 
students who stopped by the bake sale were not necessarily in the engineering school. 
 
On November 13th, the Tau Beta chapter went to the University of California Irvine campus to 
learn about the school’s alternative energy research lab and the opportunities their graduate 
engineering program offers.  Their lab focuses on fuel cells and hydrogen vehicles, and the tour 
involved large-scale fuel cells with capacities up to 250 megawatts, as well as experimental 
vehicles from Toyota and GM running entirely off of hydrogen fuel.  It was an excellent way to 
get members a unique experience about the possibilities that graduate school could afford, as 
well as introducing USC students to how graduate programs at other schools worked. 
 
This was followed by another community service event on November 21st, titled MESA 
Madness.  This event was carried out by Pi Tau Sigma members and the MESA organization on 
campus, which is an organization that encourages local middle and high school students to go to 
college and pursue engineering and science degrees.  This specific event was held in the 
engineering quad on the USC campus, and it was catered to nearly 200 middle school students.  
Pi Tau Sigma members manned booths that helped these visiting children to experience hands-on 
science projects, like building mousetrap cars or constructing electrical circuits to turn on a light 
bulb.  This event furthered the visibility of our organization on campus, helping to cement our 
status as a student organization, as our chapter had never participated in events like these in the 
recent past. 
 
The beginning of the spring semester for our chapter allowed us to introduce more students into 
our chapter, and we held a second initiation on January 29th.  This initiation introduced six new 
students to the Tau Beta chapter, and the rest of the semester had four more meetings to keep 
members up to date on our chapter’s events. 
 
Like in the fall semester, after the initiation in January we held a potluck barbeque to welcome 
the new members to our chapter on February 20th. It was a great way for the new members to get 
to know the other members in the organization in a relaxed dinner atmosphere. 
 
We had three members attend the national convention in Lubbock, Texas, this year:  Erin 
Kampschroer, the president, Jason Walker, the funding chair who took over vice-presidential 
duties after Dan Seal could no longer make the commitment during the second half of the school 
year, and Nathan Pandian, the service chair.  This was the second straight year the Tau Beta 
chapter attended the national convention, and it was very helpful to see how other chapters 
increased their visibility on campus and involved their members with their activities.  It was also 
a good place to discuss the hosting chapter in 2012 for the national convention to get a better 
idea of the preparation necessary to host successfully.  Many chapters in the break-out session 
wanted to come out to California for the convention because the weather is so much nicer than 







other parts of the country in February, and being in this situation gave our newly reinstated 
chapter an idea of when we could make that kind of commitment. 
 
Another social event was held when our organization invited its members to play paintball on 
March 6th.  This was another event where people that were acquaintances could meet in an 
informal atmosphere to learn more about each other.  These events serve to help our chapter 
bond, and as a result, collaborate with each other more so that meetings are more productive. 
 
Another goal our chapter had this past year was to participate in Relay for Life to benefit the 
American Cancer Society.  In order to make our participation in this event as successful as 
possible, we held a fundraiser two weeks before Relay for Life.  On March 27th, our chapter 
hosted a benefit concert for the American Cancer Society that was held outdoors in the 
engineering quad on campus.  It featured six bands, including outside groups comprised of USC 
alumni as well as current A Cappella groups on campus.  This event was technically free to the 
public, though there was a suggested donation of $10.  While this suggestion was not strictly 
followed, the event did manage to raise nearly $200 for our club’s donation to Relay for Life, 
which took place on April 10th and 11th.  The Relay for Life event was another opportunity for 
our chapter to get involved with community service, and because the event drew so many 
different students from USC, having our club there also helped with the recognition of Pi Tau 
Sigma on our campus. 
 
C. Other 
 
The important thing to realize about our chapter of Pi Tau Sigma was the improvement from last 
year to this year.  During the entire 2008-2009 school year, the Tau Beta chapter only held three 
meetings and did not have a single initiation.  That year was the first year after several years of 
absence that the Tau Beta Chapter was present at the National Convention.  After that year, a 
concerted effort was made to have a more significant impact on campus, and to do this, a 
constitution was written, a faculty advisor was gained with the addition of David Salter, the 
undergraduate Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering school advisor, and additional officer 
positions were added so that our chapter would be more organized. 
 
We also created a website for our chapter, which can be found here: http://ame-
www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html.  The website itself had not 
been updated since 2005, so it had to be completely redesigned.  We also forged new 
relationships with other organizations to get more involved on campus, namely the Society of 
Women Engineers, which is the best-known club in the engineering school, and MESA, which 
organizes community service events with grade school students from the surrounding Los 
Angeles community.  
 
While we feel like we have improved significantly since last year, the Tau Beta chapter still feels 
there is room for improvement, and has a few goals for the upcoming school year: 


• Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma visibility on campus 
• Continue increasing member involvement 
• Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus 
• Become a chapter “In good standing” 







o This will be complete during the 2010-2011 year, for this will be our second 
consecutive year holding both Fall and Spring initiations. 


• Attain industry sponsors for the chapter 
• Host at least: 


o One community service event 
o One industry related event 
o One social event 
o One field trip 
o One faculty mixer 
o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 
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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 


2010-2011 


 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 


 


A. Initiation 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every school year.  


Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling the following 


academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA: 


 


 Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class. 


 Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class. 


 


These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the University 


of Southern California: 


 


 Juniors:  64-95 completed units 


 Seniors:  96 or more completed units 


 


The initiation ceremony consists of the Tau Beta chapter faculty advisor, Dr. Paul Ronney, 


reading about the history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization.  Members who are 


being initiated recite a phrase stating that they will uphold the American Society of Mechanical 


Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers.  This ceremony is ended with an official introduction 


into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma.  Immediately after each initiation, the Tau Beta 


chapter hosts a social event with food to help new and existing members get to know each other 


better and talk about the organization. 


 


In the course of the past year, these initiations were held on October 1
st
, 2010, and February 4


th
, 


2011.  The initiation in October introduced 18 new students into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau 


Sigma, and the initiation in February introduced 7 new students. 
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B. Chapter Activities 


 


At the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma set several 


goals: 


 Increase visibility on campus and member involvement for events 


 Improve infrastructure to keep the organization sustainable for future years 


 Encourage members to apply for Pi Tau Sigma scholarships since the Tau Beta chapter 


was now “In Good Standing” 


 Host at least: 


o One community service event 


o One industry related event 


o One social event 


o One field trip 


o One faculty mixer 


o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 


 


To begin the school year, the Tau Beta chapter enlisted the help of a second faculty advisor, 


David Salter, to both find prospective members of our Pi Tau Sigma chapter as well as send out 


invitation emails and letters.  David Salter was the undergraduate advisor to the Aerospace and 


Mechanical Engineering department at USC, so he was extremely helpful in encouraging many 


of the eligible mechanical engineering undergraduates to join Pi Tau Sigma. 


 


After the initial invitations to join Pi Tau Sigma were sent, the first meeting was held for all 


members and all potential members on September 10
th


, 2010.  During this meeting, the President 


and Vice President were introduced.  This meeting explained the goals of our chapter, the events 


that our chapter was planning on organizing, as well as the benefits of joining Pi Tau Sigma.  


The first initiation was held three weeks later, on October 1
st
, in which the new members 


officially joined the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma.  Immediately after initiation, elections for 


the 2010-2011 school year were held.  The results of that election were as follows: 


 


 President:  Jason Walker (senior) 


 Vice President:  Nathan Pandian (junior) 


 Secretary:  Amy Klein (senior) 


 Treasurer:  Damian Pherigo (junior) 


 Service Chairs:  Felipe Figueroa (junior) & Brett Erickson (junior) 


 Social Chair: Matt McCormick (junior) 


 


The first event for Pi Tau Sigma members took place a couple days before initiation, on 


September 29
th


, yet all members and potential initiates were invited to attend.  This event was an 


information session from Boeing, in which recruiters, alumni, and current USC students who 


held intern positions with Boeing spoke about working for the company and their experiences.  


The event was organized for a few of the engineering honor societies on campus, and many of 


the attendees were members from Pi Tau Sigma.  This was a great opportunity for members to 


speak to Boeing recruiters, hand out resumes, and enjoy pizza while hearing about the company. 
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The next event was an event hosted by the Tau Beta chapter called the Student-Faculty Forum.  


This event took place on October 22
nd


, and this past fall was the first time the event had ever 


taken place on campus.  During the event, many of the aerospace and mechanical engineering 


faculty who taught elective courses gave a short presentation on what each elective class was 


about and what material was taught in the courses.  This event was extremely beneficial because 


it provided students with a much more in-depth overview of the upper-division engineering 


elective classes than the short description provided in the course catalog.  Additionally, the 


information given by the faculty was posted on the chapter’s website to be available to all 


students in the department.  Food was also provided at the event to allow students and faculty to 


socialize after the course presentations had concluded.  Since the event was hosted by Pi Tau 


Sigma, yet was open to the whole aerospace and mechanical engineering department, recognition 


of our organization on campus was improved. 


 


Another event that the Tau Beta chapter participated in was a community service event in 


collaboration with another club on campus, the Society of Women Engineers (SWE).  The 


Halloween Fun Fair, held on October 29
th


, was a Halloween-themed fair for children attending 


nearby elementary schools to attend.  Volunteers from Pi Tau Sigma and SWE manned booths 


for these kids to trick-or-treat, bob for apples, get their faces painted, have costume contests, and 


play educational Halloween-related games.  The neighborhoods surrounding the USC campus 


can be unsafe, so many parents are reluctant to let their children go trick-or-treating at night and 


prefer their children to attend safe events such as this.  This event was important because it also 


helped increase the visibility of our organization; not only was it held with one of the most 


involved student organizations in the engineering school, but also the event was held in the 


engineering quad, so more and more people were able to see Pi Tau Sigma’s influence on 


campus. 


 


One of our goals this year was to organize at least one industry tour that would allow members to 


tour a facility of a company that hires many mechanical engineers.  We were able to accomplish 


this by organizing a tour to SpaceX, a company that designs and builds rockets to provide 


commercial launch services.  A group of members went on a tour of SpaceX on December 3
rd


, 


followed by individual meetings with a college recruiter from SpaceX.  Members were able to 


hand out their resumes for internship positions, which eventually led to a couple members of the 


organization getting offers for internships. 


 


We had three members attend the national convention in Chicago from February 11
th


 through 


February 13
th


 this year: Jason Walker, the president, Nathan Pandian, the vice president, and 


Amy Klein, the secretary of the Tau Beta chapter.  This was the third straight year the Tau Beta 


chapter attended the national convention, and it was very helpful to learn about events and rituals 


done by other chapters.  The convention attendees from our chapter also participated in the 


break-out session discussing the conventions for the following years and were able to add useful 


insight into the discussion.  Furthermore, two of the members from the Tau Beta chapter won 


scholarships from the national office of Pi Tau Sigma. 


 


On March 11
th


, the Tau Beta chapter was able to exceed the initial goal of having one industry 


tour by organizing another industry tour at the Rehrig Pacific Company, which is a plastics 


manufacturing company.  In addition to touring the facility, the members were able to talk with 
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design and manufacturing engineers about the actual work they do for the company.  At the end 


of the event, members also had an opportunity to give resumes and talk to one of the recruiters at 


the company.  This event was provided much insight into how the industrial manufacturing 


industry operated—an experience many members had not been exposed to before. 


 


The final event of the year was participation in Relay for Life, which was an event set up on 


campus by the American Cancer Society to help raise money for cancer research.  The event 


took place on April 9
th


 and 10
th


, and the Tau Beta chapter was able to raise $110 to donate to the 


cause.  The Relay for Life event was another opportunity for our chapter to get involved with 


community service, and because the event drew so many different students from USC, having 


our club there also helped with the recognition of Pi Tau Sigma among students across the entire 


university. 


 


In addition to all of the events mentioned above, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held 


various meetings throughout both the fall and spring semesters in order to keep members updated 


of events and opportunities.  These events always included either food or snacks, which provided 


members with an ideal time to socialize after each meeting.
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C. Other 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma is proud of the improvements that have been made to the 


organization throughout the last couple years.  During the entire 2008-2009 school year, the Tau 


Beta chapter only held three meetings and did not have a single initiation.  The following year, 


the 2009-2010 school year, the chapter began to organize events, schedule regular meetings, and 


have an initiation in both the spring and the fall.  However, the member involvement throughout 


that year was somewhat low.  Finally, during the 2010-2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter 


became “In Good Standing” with the national organization and officially became a student 


organization registered with USC.  Additionally, the roster was increased to over 50 members, 


and many of the members actively attended the organized events. 


 


Throughout the past year, our website has also progressed (http://ame-


www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html).  We were able to add a 


calendar so that members could see events held by our organization, as well as recruiting or 


career events taking place on campus.  Also, detailed explanations of elective courses in the 


aerospace and mechanical engineering department were posted on the website, as a result of the 


Student-Faculty Forum that took place in October 2010. 


 


While we feel like we have improved significantly over the past year, the Tau Beta chapter still 


strives to provide even more opportunities for members.  A few goals for the upcoming school 


year are as follows: 


 Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma’s visibility on campus 


 Continue increasing member involvement 


 Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus 


 Organize a monthly forum for the whole engineering school that brings in members of 


industry to speak about their field 


o The goal is to collaborate with other engineering honor societies in order to find 


enough speakers for a monthly event 


 Send three or four members to the national convention in San Jose, CA 


 Continue to provide methods of connecting members with industry contacts and 


recruiters 


 Host at least: 


o Two community service events 


o Two industry related events 


o Two social events 


o Two events involving faculty 


o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 



http://ame-www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html

http://ame-www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html






PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
 


2011-2012 
 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 
 
A. Initiation 
 
The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every 
school year. Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling 
the following academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA: 
 


• Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class. 
• Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class. 


 
These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the 
University of Southern California:  
 


• Juniors: 64-95 completed units 
• Seniors: 96 or more completed units 


 
The initiation ceremony consists of the Tau Beta chapter faculty advisor, Dr. Paul 
Ronney, reading about the history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization. 
Members who are being initiated recite a phrase stating that they will uphold the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers. This ceremony 
is ended with an official introduction into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. 
Immediately after each initiation, the Tau Beta chapter hosts a social event with food to 
help new and existing members get to know each other better and talk about the 
organization. 
 
In the course of the past year, these initiations were held on September 23rd, 2011, and 
February 24th, 2012. The initiation in September introduced 6 new students into the Tau 
Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma, and the initiation in February introduced 13 new students.  
 
  







B. Chapter Activities 
 
At the beginning of the 2011-2012 school year, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma set 
several goals: 


• Increase visibility on campus and member involvement for events  
• Improve infrastructure to keep the organization sustainable for future years 
• Encourage members to apply for Pi Tau Sigma scholarships 
• Host at least: 


o Two community service events 
o Two industry related event 
o Two social event 
o Two field trips 
o One faculty mixer 
o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 


 
To begin the school year, the Tau Beta chapter enlisted the help of a second faculty 
advisor, Irice Simbol, to both find prospective members of our Pi Tau Sigma chapter as 
well as send out invitation emails. Irice Simbol is the undergraduate advisor to the 
Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering department at USC, and she was extremely 
helpful in encouraging many of the eligible mechanical engineering undergraduates to 
join Pi Tau Sigma. 
 
After the initial invitations to join Pi Tau Sigma were sent, the first meeting was held for 
all members and all potential members on September 16th, 2011. During this meeting, 
the President and Vice President were introduced. This meeting explained the goals of 
our chapter, the events that our chapter was planning on organizing, as well as the 
benefits of joining Pi Tau Sigma. The fall initiation was held the following week, on 
September 23rd, at which the new members officially joined the Tau Beta chapter of Pi 
Tau Sigma. Immediately after initiation, elections for the 2011-2012 school year were 
held. The results of that election were as follows: 
 


• President: Nathan Pandian (senior)  
• Vice President: Damian Pherigo (senior)  
• Secretary: David Kingman (junior)  
• Treasurer: Francis DyBuncio (senior)  
• Service Chair: Kai Jun Chew (junior) 
• Industry Chair: Felipe Figueroa (senior) 
• Social Chair: Bryan Choy (senior) 
• Website Chair: Quraish Shamim (junior) 


 
The first event for Pi Tau Sigma members took place a couple days before initiation, on 
September 20th, yet all members and potential initiates were invited to attend.  This event 
was the beginning the Industry Nights that were held throughout the year by our chapter 
in collaboration with the USC chapter of Sigma Gamma Tau (Aerospace Engineering 
Honor Society).  The guest speaker was an engineer at General Electric Aviation, and he 
spoke about his experiences in with GE Aviation along with life lessons in the field of 







engineering.  The whole engineering school was invited to attend, so many engineering 
students outside of Pi Tau Sigma were able to learn from the speaker. 
 
The next event was an information session from Boeing, in which recruiters, alumni, and 
current USC students who held intern positions with Boeing spoke about working for the 
company and their experiences. The event was also open to all USC students in 
engineering, and many of the attendees were members from Pi Tau Sigma. This was a 
great opportunity for members to speak to Boeing recruiters, hand out resumes, and enjoy 
pizza while hearing about the company. 
 
Another Industry Night took place on October 20th, with a representative from Boeing 
Space and Satellite.  One of the managers from the Boeing facility in El Segundo spoke 
about the various things that are being done to advance the satellite industry.  
Furthermore, the Boeing representative was so impressed by the enthusiasm from our Pi 
Tau Sigma members that he offered to set up a tour of their factory for our chapter. 
 
The next Industry Night brought a guest speaker from Hyundai-Kia America Technical 
Center on November 9th, who spoke about vibration analysis and acoustic testing done on 
their vehicles.  The final Industry Night of the academic year was on February 2nd, where 
a Spacecraft Systems Engineer from Boeing spoke about editing resumes and presenting 
yourself to interviewers.  All of the Industry Nights were great opportunities for attendees 
(mainly Pi Tau Sigma and Sigma Gamma Tau members, although all others were 
welcome to attend) to learn about the companies as well as the daily responsibilities of 
engineers in industry. 
 
The signature event of the fall semester hosted by the Tau Beta chapter was the Second 
Annual Student-Faculty Forum. This event took place on October 28th, and this past fall 
was the second time the event had ever taken place on campus. During the event, many of 
the aerospace and mechanical engineering faculty who taught elective courses gave a 
short presentation on what each elective class was about and what material was taught in 
the courses. This event was extremely beneficial because it provided students with a 
much more in-depth overview of the upper-division engineering elective classes than the 
short description provided in the course catalog. Additionally, the information given by 
the faculty was posted on the chapter’s website to be available to all students in the 
department. Food was also provided at the event to allow students and faculty to socialize 
after the course presentations had concluded. Since the event was hosted by Pi Tau 
Sigma, yet was open to the whole aerospace and mechanical engineering department, 
recognition of our organization on campus was improved. 
 
In addition to the newly organized Industry Nights, the Tau Beta chapter also 
collaborated with Sigma Gamma Tau to organize several Industry Tours that would allow 
members to tour a facility of a company that hires many mechanical and aerospace 
engineers. We were able to accomplish this by organizing a tour to SpaceX, a company 
that designs and builds rockets to provide commercial launch services, on November 11th. 
This was repeated on March 23rd for those who were unable to attend the first time.  A 
picture of Pi Tau Sigma members and Sigma Gamma Tau members on the tour is shown 







below.  Members also attended tours of the facilities of Northop Grumman on November 
18th, as well as those of Boeing Space and Satellite on February 10th. In addition to 
touring the facilities, members were able to talk with engineers about the actual work 
they do for the company. At the end of the events, members also had an opportunity to 
give resumes and talk to recruiters at the companies. These events provided much insight 
into how the different companies in industry operated - an experience many members had 
not been exposed to before. 
 


 
 
We had three members attend the national convention at San Jose State University from 
March 2nd through March 4th this year: Nathan Pandian, the president, Felipe Figueroa, 
the industry chair, and Kai Jun Chew, the service chair.  This was the fourth straight year 
the Tau Beta chapter attended the national convention, and it was very helpful to learn 
more about events and rituals done by other chapters. The convention attendees from our 
chapter also participated in the break-out session that brainstormed various community 
service, social, and networking events that Pi Tau Sigma chapters could hold.  This 
proved to be very useful, since our chapter plans on planning some of those events in the 
upcoming year. 
 
The final event of the year was participation in Relay for Life, which was an event set up 
on campus by the American Cancer Society to help raise money for cancer research. The 
event took place on March 31st, and the Tau Beta chapter was able to raise nearly $100 to 
donate to the cause. The Relay for Life event was another opportunity for our chapter to 
get involved with community service, and because the event drew so many different 







students from USC, having our club there also helped with the recognition of Pi Tau 
Sigma among students across the entire university. 
 
In addition to all of the events mentioned above, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma 
held various meetings throughout both the fall and spring semesters in order to keep 
members updated of events and opportunities. These events always included either food 
or snacks, which provided members with an ideal time to socialize after each meeting. 
 
  







C. Other 
 
The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma is proud of the improvements that have been made 
to the organization throughout the last few years. During the entire 2008-2009 school 
year, the Tau Beta chapter only held three meetings and did not have a single initiation. 
The following year, the 2009-2010 school year, the chapter began to organize events, 
schedule regular meetings, and have an initiation in both the spring and the fall. 
However, the member involvement throughout that year was somewhat low. Finally, 
during the 2010-2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter became “In Good Standing” with 
the national organization and officially became a student organization registered with 
USC. Currently, the roster was increased to over 50 members, and our event attendance 
has been better than it has ever been in the chapter’s recent history. 
 
Throughout the past year, our website has also progressed (http://ame- 
www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html). We were able to 
add a calendar so that members could see events held by our organization, as well as 
recruiting or career events taking place on campus. Also, detailed explanations of elective 
courses in the aerospace and mechanical engineering department were posted on the 
website, as a result of the Student-Faculty Forum that took place in the fall. 
 
While we feel like we have improved significantly over the past year, the Tau Beta 
chapter still strives to provide even more opportunities for members. A few goals for the 
upcoming school year are as follows: 


• Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma’s visibility on campus  
• Continue increasing member involvement  
• Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus  
• Continue the Industry Nights for the whole engineering school 


o The goal is to collaborate with even more engineering honor societies in 
order to increase the frequency of the event 


• Send three or four members to the national convention at Ohio State University  
• Continue to provide methods of connecting members with industry contacts and 


recruiters 
• Host at least:  


o Two community service events 
o Two industry related events 
o Two social events 
o Two events involving faculty 
o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 


2012-2013   


 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 


 


A. Initiation 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every 


school year. Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling 


the following academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA: 


 


 Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class. 


 Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class. 


 


These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the 


University of Southern California:  


 


 Juniors: 64-95 completed units 


 Seniors: 96 or more completed units 


 


The initiation ceremony consists of the Tau Beta chapter faculty advisor, Dr. Paul 


Ronney, reading about the history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization. 


Members who are being initiated recite a phrase stating that they will uphold the 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers. This ceremony 


is ended with an official introduction into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. 


Immediately after each initiation, the Tau Beta chapter hosts a social event with food to 


help new and existing members get to know each other better and talk about the 


organization. 


 


In the course of the past year, this initiation was held on September 28
th


, 2012. The 


initiation in September introduced 8 new students into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau 


Sigma. The Spring initiation was held on April 12
th


, 2013, where 4 new students were 


initiated. 


 







B. Chapter Activities 


 


At the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma set 


several goals: 


 Increase visibility on campus and member involvement for events  


 Improve infrastructure to keep the organization sustainable for future years 


 Encourage members to apply for Pi Tau Sigma scholarships since the Tau Beta 


chapter   was now “In Good Standing”  


 Host at least: 


o One community service event 


o One industry related event 


o One social event 


o One field trip 


o One faculty mixer 


o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 


 


To begin the school year, the Tau Beta chapter enlisted the help of a second faculty 


advisor, Irice Castro, to both find prospective members of our Pi Tau Sigma chapter as 


well as send out invitation emails. Irice Castro was the undergraduate advisor to the 


Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering department at USC, so she was extremely helpful 


in encouraging many of the eligible mechanical engineering undergraduates to join Pi 


Tau Sigma. 


 


After the initial invitations to join Pi Tau Sigma were sent, the first meeting was held for 


all members and all potential members on September 21
st
, 2012. During this meeting, the 


President and Vice President were introduced. This meeting explained the goals of our 


chapter, the events that our chapter was planning on organizing, as well as the benefits of 


joining Pi Tau Sigma. The first initiation was held one week later, on September 28
th


, in 


which the new members officially joined the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. 


Immediately after initiation, elections for the 2012-2013 school year were held. The 


results of that election were as follows: 


 


 President: David Kingman (senior)  


 Vice President: Kai Jun Chew (senior)  


 Secretary: Rachel Glazer (junior)  


 Treasurer: Andrew Ezarik (senior)  


 Service Chair: Traci Chang (junior) 


 Industry Chair: Eduardo Aldana (senior) 


 Social Chair: Adam Devine (junior) 


 


The first event for Pi Tau Sigma members took place a couple days before initiation, on 


September 20
th


, yet all members and potential initiates were invited to attend. This event 


was the first social event of the academic year. 


 


The next event was the first of several Industry Nights that were held in collaboration 


with the USC chapter of Sigma Gamma Tau (Aerospace Engineering Honor Society), a 







continuation of last year’s initiative. The guest speaker was an engineer (and USC 


alumna) from Boeing Commercial Airplane, on October 3
rd


 2012. Another Industry Night 


took place on November 1
st
, with representatives from the NASA Orion Space Program 


(held also in conjunction with the USC chapter of AIAA). The final Industry Night of the 


academic year was on March 7
th


, where two speakers from SpaceX spoke.  These were 


all great opportunities for attendees (mainly Pi Tau Sigma and Sigma Gamma Tau 


members, although all others were welcome to attend) to learn about the companies as 


well as the daily responsibilities of engineers in industry. 


 


There were also two information sessions held throughout the year in conjunction with 


Boeing, in which recruiters, alumni, important company figures such as the Senior VP of 


Human Resources, and current USC students who held intern positions with Boeing 


spoke about working for the company and their experiences. The events were open to all 


USC students in all majors (mainly in engineering, science, math, business, and finance), 


and many of the attendees were members from Pi Tau Sigma. This was a great 


opportunity for members to speak to Boeing recruiters, hand out resumes, and enjoy food 


while hearing about the company.  


 


Another event hosted by the Tau Beta chapter called the AME Research Talk. This event 


took place on January 25
th


, and this was the first time the event had ever taken place on 


campus. During the event, several of the aerospace and mechanical engineering faculty 


who conduct research on campus gave a short presentation on the type of research they 


do. This event was extremely beneficial because it provided students with a much more 


in-depth overview of what research is being done by the AME department at USC. Food 


was also provided at the event to allow students and faculty to socialize after the event 


had concluded. Since the event was hosted by Pi Tau Sigma, yet was open to the whole 


aerospace and mechanical engineering department, recognition of our organization on 


campus was improved. In addition to learning about research, two casual events were 


organized to get to know faculty members on a more personal level, and to understand 


how they arrived to where they are now. The first of these was on October 24
th


, where 


Prof. Geoff Spedding (AME Chair) was invited to speak. The second was held on March 


13
th


, where the guest was Prof. Charles Radovich. 


 


In addition to the organized Industry Nights, the Tau Beta chapter also collaborated with 


Sigma Gamma Tau to organize an Industry Tour that would allow members to tour a 


facility of a company that hires many mechanical and aerospace engineers. We were able 


to accomplish this by organizing a tour to SpaceX, a company that designs and builds 


rockets to provide commercial launch services, on February 15
th


. In addition to touring 


the facilities, members were able to talk with engineers about the actual work they do for 


the company. At the end of the event, members also had an opportunity to give resumes 


and talk to recruiters at the company. This event provided much insight into how some 


companies in industry operated - an experience many members had not been exposed to 


before. 


 


We had two members attend the national convention at Ohio State University from 


February 22
nd


 through February 24
th


 this year: Kai Jun Chew, the vice-president, and 







Andrew Ezarik, the treasurer of the Tau Beta chapter. This was the fifth straight year the 


Tau Beta chapter attended the national convention, and it was very helpful to learn about 


events and rituals done by other chapters. The convention attendees from our chapter also 


participated in the break-out session discussing the conventions for the following years 


and were able to add useful insight into the discussion. 


 


The final event of the year was participation in Relay for Life, which is an event set up on 


campus by the American Cancer Society to help raise money for cancer research. It took 


place on April 6
th


, and the Tau Beta chapter raised $70 to donate to the cause. The Relay 


for Life event is an opportunity for our chapter to get involved with community service, 


and because the event draws so many different students from USC, having our club there 


also helps with the recognition of Pi Tau Sigma among students across the entire 


university. 


 


In addition to all of the events mentioned above, the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma 


held various meetings throughout both the fall and spring semesters in order to keep 


members updated of events and opportunities. These events always included either food 


or snacks, which provided members with an ideal time to socialize after each meeting. 


 


 







C. Other 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma is proud of the improvements that have been made 


to the organization throughout the last couple years. During the entire 2008-2009 school 


year, the Tau Beta chapter only held three meetings and did not have a single initiation. 


The following year, the 2009-2010 school year, the chapter began to organize events, 


schedule regular meetings, and have an initiation in both the spring and the fall. 


However, the member involvement throughout that year was somewhat low. Finally, 


during the 2010-2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter became “In Good Standing” with 


the national organization and officially became a student organization registered with 


USC. Currently, the roster was increased to over 50 members, and many of the members 


actively attended the organized events. 


 


Throughout the past year, our website has also progressed (http://ame- 


www.usc.edu/students/pitausigma/USC_Pi_Tau_Sigma/Home.html). We were able to 


add a calendar so that members could see events held by our organization, as well as 


recruiting or career events taking place on campus. 


 


While we feel like we have improved significantly over the past year, the Tau Beta 


chapter still strives to provide even more opportunities for members. A few goals for the 


upcoming school year are as follows: 


 Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma’s visibility on campus  


 Continue increasing member involvement  


 Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus  


 Organize events that bring in members of   industry to speak about their field 


 Send three or four members to the national convention at Texas A&M University  


 Continue to provide methods of connecting members with industry contacts and 


recruiters  


 Host at least:  


o Two community service events 


o Two industry related events 


o Two social events 


o Two events involving faculty 


o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 








 


 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


 


2013-2014 


 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 


 


A. Initiation 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every school year. 


Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling the following 


academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA: 


 


 Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class 


 Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class 


 


These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the University 


of Southern California:  


 


 Juniors: 64-95 completed units 


 Seniors: 96 or more completed units 


 


The initiation ceremony consists of the Tau Beta chapter faculty advisor, Dr. Paul Ronney, 


reading about the history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization. Members who are 


being initiated recite a phrase stating that they will uphold the American Society of Mechanical 


Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers. This ceremony is ended with an official introduction 


into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Immediately after each initiation, the Tau Beta 


chapter hosts a social event with food to help new and existing members get to know each other 


better and talk about the organization. 


 


For the Spring 2014 initiation, a new requirement of the initiates was introduced. Each initiate 


had to approach a mechanical engineering professor and initiate conversation with him or her, 


whether it be about a class, research, career advice, etc. They had to get the professor to sign the 


form stating what they discussed and present it at the initiation. The initiates reported that they 


enjoyed their conversations when they would not have otherwise had a specific reason to 


approach a professor. We plan on keeping this tradition in future semesters.  


 


In the course of the past year, Fall initiation was held on October 7th, 2013. The initiation in 


October introduced 8 new students into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. The Spring 


initiation was held on April 11th, 2014, where 11 new students were initiated. 


 


  







 


 


B. Chapter Activities 


The USC Tau Beta chapter kept up their relationship with the USC Sigma Gamma Tau 


(aerospace engineering honors society) chapter this year. The first event of the year was cohosted 


with Sigma Gamma Tau on September 4, 2013. It was an “Evening with Dr. Eliasson,” one of 


the professors in the mechanical engineering department. We had more than 20 members in 


attendance who ate dinner, listened to Dr. Eliasson talk about her life growing up in Sweden, her 


background into fluid dynamics, and her research into shock wave dynamics, and then got to tour 


her shock tube lab.  


 


Our chapter also began the year by developing a relationship with Kevin Swenson, one of our 


PTS alums who now works for the Boeing Company and does recruiting for them. Kevin relayed 


information about Boeing events and opportunities to our members and also worked with our 


president to set up industry events for Pi Tau Sigma.  


 


The first event was a resume workshop with Kevin on September 23, 2013. Snacks were 


provided while Kevin gave a short presentation on resumes and cover letters, as well as talking 


specifically about applying to Boeing. He then met with each of the 9 attendees individually to 


go over their resumes. 


 


In September, invitations to join Pi Tau Sigma were sent out to potential new members. The fall 


initiation was held on October 7th, in which the new members officially joined the Tau Beta 


chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Food was provided and more background about our organization was 


given to the initiates. Immediately after initiation, executive board elections for the 2013-2014 


school year were held. The results of that election were as follows: 


 


 President: Rachel Glazer (senior)  


 Vice President: Traci Chang (senior)  


 Secretary: Aaron Harris (junior)  


 Treasurer: Andrew Ezarik (senior)  


 Service Chair: Samantha Kaplan (junior) 


 Industry Chair: Ethan Sox (junior) 


 Social Chair: Adam Devine (senior) 


 


The next event was another collaboration with Sigma Gamma Tau. It was a dinner with three 


representatives from the Boeing Company who are also USC PTS and SGT alumni. It was held 


on October 9th, 2013. It was a great way for 12 of our members to talk informally with the 


Boeing recruiters. 


 


Continuing our relationship with Boeing, Kevin Swenson organized a Boeing facility tour on 


October 25. This was an opportunity not open to the public for our members to tour the facilities. 


 


Another evening with a professor was held on October 29th, again co-hosted with Sigma Gamma 


Tau. The evening’s professor was with Dr. Franke, a mechanical engineering faculty who 


teaches Mechoptronics and Meterials Science, and 10 of our members got to hear his life in 


Europe, and his interest and research in materials science. The night included a dinner from his 


home country of Germany, and overall the event was very popular. 







 


 


 


This year we participated in a service event through the USC Volunteer Center. We signed up as 


a group for Friends and Neighbors Day, an event that pairs student volunteers with a half-day 


service experience in Los Angeles. The first one we did was on February 8th, where we packaged 


food at the LA Food Bank, and the second was on April 19th, where we helped younger students 


with arts and crafts projects. We had a solid turnout from our board and plan to do more of these 


events next year. 


 


We had three members attend the national convention at Texas A&M University from February 


21st through February 23rd this year: Rachel Glazer, the president, Andrew Ezarik, the treasurer, 


and Aaron Harris, the secretary. This was the sixth straight year the Tau Beta chapter attended 


the national convention, and it was very helpful to learn about events and rituals done by other 


chapters. We enjoyed gathering ideas from other chapters on ways to engage our members more 


and plan to implement them in the coming year. The convention attendees from our chapter also 


participated in the break-out session discussing the conventions for the following years and were 


able to add useful insight into the discussion. 


 


 
Andrew Ezarik, Rachel Glazer, and Aaron Harris at the Pi Tau Sigma National Convention at Texas A&M University, 2014. 


The final two events of the semester were the spring initiation and our final meeting. Both 


included food for the attending members. At the final meeting, cords and stoles for seniors to 


wear at graduation were distributed. In addition, we held a brainstorming session to get ideas for 


next year. Finally, we elected our new executive board for the 2013-2014 year. They are: 


 President: Aaron Harris 


 Vice President: Ethan Sox  


 Secretary: Brooke Seegan  


 Treasurer: Shveta Venkatram  


 Service Chair: Samantha Kaplan  


 Industry Chair: Jon Chin 


  







 


 


C. Other 


 


The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma is proud of the improvements that have been made to the 


organization throughout the last couple years. During the entire 2008-2009 school year, the Tau 


Beta chapter only held three meetings and did not have a single initiation. The following year, 


the 2009-2010 school year, the chapter began to organize events, schedule regular meetings, and 


have an initiation in both the spring and the fall. However, the member involvement throughout 


that year was considerably low. Finally, during the 2010-2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter 


became “In Good Standing” with the national organization and officially became a student 


organization registered with USC. Currently, the roster has increased to over 50 members, and 


many of the members actively attended the organized events. We have maintained contact with 


many of our alumni to provide students a connection with those already working in industry. 


 


In the past two years, we have developed an internship database for our members. Current and 


past members can submit information about their internships and current members can view it. 


This is valuable information because it goes beyond what is in a typical job description, and 


provides students another resource when considering their future career goals. 


 


While we feel like we have improved significantly over the past year, the Tau Beta chapter still 


strives to provide even more opportunities for members. A few goals for the upcoming school 


year are as follows: 


 Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma’s visibility on campus, especially with incoming 


engineering freshmen 


 Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus as well as company 


contacts 


 Organize more events that bring in members of different industries to speak about their 


field 


 Continue to provide methods of connecting members with industry contacts and 


recruiters 


 Increase visibility and relations with the Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering 


Department 


 Work on our bid to host the 2016 national convention 


 Host at least:  


o One “Freshmen Welcome” event 


o Two community service events 


o Two industry related events 


o Two social events 


o Two events involving faculty 


o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 








 


PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
 


2014­2015 
 


University of Southern California Tau Beta 
 
A. Initiation 
 
The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma holds two initiations for new members every school year. 
Members are invited to join the USC chapter of Pi Tau Sigma by fulfilling the following 
academic requirements, calculated by cumulative GPA: 
 


● Seniors must be in the top 30% of their class 
● Juniors must be in the top 25% of their class 


 
These class standings are determined by completed unit count, as determined by the University 
of Southern California:  
 


● Juniors: 64­95 completed units 
● Seniors: 96 or more completed units 


 
The initiation ceremony consists of the Tau Beta chapter faculty advisor, Dr. Paul Ronney, 
reading about the history and traditions of the Pi Tau Sigma organization. Members who are 
being initiated recite a phrase stating that they will uphold the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers Code of Ethics for Engineers. This ceremony is ended with an official introduction 
into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Immediately after each initiation, the Tau Beta 
chapter hosts a social event with food to help new and existing members get to know each other 
better and talk about the organization. 
 
Since Spring 2014, a new requirement of the initiates was introduced. Each initiate had to 
approach a mechanical engineering professor and initiate conversation with him or her, whether 
it be about a class, research, career advice, etc. They had to get the professor to sign the form 
stating what they discussed and present it at the initiation. The initiates reported that they 
enjoyed their conversations when they would not have otherwise had a specific reason to 
approach a professor. We plan on keeping this tradition in future semesters.  
 
In the course of the past year, Fall initiation was held on September 26​th​, 2014. The initiation in 
September introduced just 3 new students into the Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. The Spring 
initiation was held on March 6​th​, 2015, where 6 new students were initiated. 
 
   


 







 


B. Chapter Activities 
The USC Tau Beta chapter remained active, while the USC Sigma Gamma Tau (aerospace 
engineering honors society) chapter was mostly inactive this year, which forces us to host a lot 
more purely PTS events. The first event of the year was our Welcome Back Beach Bonfire held 
at Dockweiler beach, near Hawthorne, CA. Held directly after the initiation proceedings, this 
gave the group the opportunity to get to meet each other in a more relaxed setting and form new 
bonds between members. Activities included engineering the most effective marshmallow 
roaster and singing the Pi Tau Sigma “Glory Dear Ol’ Thermo” song. 
 
Our next event was an “Evening with Dr. Ronney,” one of the professors in the mechanical 
engineering department and our advisor for USC Tau Beta. The event was a great opportunity to 
hear Dr. Ronney talk about his academic history, astronaut training, and where thermal and 
combustion research is heading. We also had a great catered dinner and everyone in attendance 
really enjoyed the event.  
 
Our chapter continued our relationship with Kevin Swenson, one of our PTS alums who now 
works for the Boeing Company and does recruiting for them. Kevin relayed information about 
Boeing events and opportunities to our members and also worked with our president to set up 
industry events for Pi Tau Sigma.  
 
The first event was a resume workshop with Kevin on September 23, 2013. Snacks were 
provided while Kevin gave a short presentation on resumes and cover letters, as well as talking 
specifically about applying to Boeing. He then met with each of the 9 attendees individually to 
go over their resumes. 
 
In September, invitations to join Pi Tau Sigma were sent out to potential new members. The fall 
initiation was held on September 26​th​, in which the new members officially joined the Tau Beta 
chapter of Pi Tau Sigma. Food was provided and more background about our organization was 
given to the initiates. Immediately after initiation, executive board elections for the 2013­2014 
school year were held. The results of that election were as follows: 
 


● President: Rachel Glazer (senior)  
● Vice President: Traci Chang (senior)  
● Secretary: Aaron Harris (junior)  
● Treasurer: Andrew Ezarik (senior)  
● Service Chair: Samantha Kaplan (junior) 
● Industry Chair: Ethan Sox (junior) 
● Social Chair: Adam Devine (senior) 


 
Continuing our relationship with Boeing, Kevin Swenson organized a Boeing facility tour on 
October 24, 2014. This was an opportunity not open to the public for our members to tour the 
facilities. This event was held in partnership with SC Racing, the Formula SAE team. Our 
members toured the Boeing Satellite Systems plant in El Segundo, where we learned about how 
satellites go from “silicon to satellite” all within the same facility. The event was a resounding 
success. 


 







 


 
This year we participated in a service event through the USC Volunteer Center. We signed up as 
a group for Friends and Neighbors Day, an event that pairs student volunteers with a half­day 
service experience in Los Angeles. The first one we did was on October 25​th​, where we packaged 
food at the LA Food Bank, and the second was on February 13​th​, where we helped younger 
students with arts and crafts projects. We had a solid turnout from our board and plan to do more 
of these events next year. 
 
We had three members attend the national convention at University of Illinois, 
Urbana­Champign from February 27​th​ through March 1​st​ this year: Aaron Harris, the president, 
and Shveta Venkatram, the treasurer. This was the seventh straight year the Tau Beta chapter 
attended the national convention, and it was very helpful to learn about events and rituals done 
by other chapters. We enjoyed gathering ideas from other chapters on ways to engage our 
members more and plan to implement them in the coming year. We also enjoyed listening to the 
thoughtful and relevant advice given by the keynote speakers and panels. The convention 
attendees from our chapter also participated in the break­out session discussing the conventions 
for the following years and were able to add useful insight into the discussion. 
 


 
Aaron Harris, Ashlie Reott (Phi Psi), and Shveta Venkatram at the Centennial Pi Tau Sigma National Convention at University 


of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 2015. 


Our off­campus event of the semester was a tour of the LAX Control Tower on April 17, 2015. 
This opportunity is VERY rare. We meet some of the control tower operators, an air traffic 
controller, and several other high­level personnel within the LAX workforce. We got to both 
enter the actual control room as well as watch trainees use the live simulator. Attendees also 
learned about the qualifications to become an air traffic controller and many of the 


 







 


behind­the­scenes work that goes on to make air travel safe and effective. Everyone on the tour 
enjoyed it greatly. 


The final two events of the semester were the spring initiation and our final meeting. Both 
included food for the attending members. At the final meeting, cords and stoles for seniors to 
wear at graduation were distributed. In addition, we held a brainstorming session to get ideas for 
next year.  


   


 







 


C. Other 
 
The Tau Beta chapter of Pi Tau Sigma is proud of the improvements that have been made to the 
organization throughout the last couple years. During the entire 2008­2009 school year, the Tau 
Beta chapter only held three meetings and did not have a single initiation. The following year, 
the 2009­2010 school year, the chapter began to organize events, schedule regular meetings, and 
have an initiation in both the spring and the fall. However, the member involvement throughout 
that year was considerably low. Finally, during the 2010­2011 school year, the Tau Beta chapter 
became “In Good Standing” with the national organization and officially became a student 
organization registered with USC. Currently, the roster has increased to over 40 members, and 
many of the members actively attended the organized events. We have maintained contact with 
many of our alumni to provide students a connection with those already working in industry. 
 
In the past three years, we have developed an internship database for our members. Current and 
past members can submit information about their internships and current members can view it. 
This is valuable information because it goes beyond what is in a typical job description, and 
provides students another resource when considering their future career goals. 
 
While we feel like we have improved significantly over the past year, the Tau Beta chapter still 
strives to provide even more opportunities for members. A few goals for the upcoming school 
year are as follows: 


● Continue increasing Pi Tau Sigma’s visibility on campus, especially with incoming 
engineering freshmen 


● Continue building relationships with other organizations on campus as well as company 
contacts 


● Organize more events that bring in members of different industries to speak about their 
field 


● Continue to provide methods of connecting members with industry contacts and 
recruiters 


● Increase visibility and relations with the Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering 
Department 


● Host the 2016 national convention 
● Host at least:  


o One “Freshmen Welcome” event 
o Two community service events 
o Two industry related events 
o Two social events 
o Two events involving faculty 
o An initiation in both the fall and spring semesters 


 





