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Union Alpha Alpha
Union College, Schenectady, New York
Chartered 5/5/90. Number 146.

Goals for 2007-2008
The goals of the chapter for 2007-2008 were to
maintain the current status we hold in the
Union College engineering community. The
yearly activities and responsibilities that the
society has always been looked on to perform
will be the main goal. Continuation of
preparation sessions for the Fundamentals of
Engineering Examination was the main focus.

Activities

One of the activities conducted for this year
was the organization of a set of review
sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering
Examination. The local PTS chapter made a
group purchase of the F.E. Exam Review
materials including DVD’s and NCEES
reference handbook. These were invaluable in
aiding all the Mechanical Engineering students
studying for the exam.

Awards & Recognition

GE Power Generation Steinmetz Award:
Dean Pasquarella and Joseph Martel
Mortimer F. Sayre Prize: Joseph Martel
John S. Hadala Endowed Book Prize:
Joseph Martel

Names of New Members
Matthew T. Adams
Michael Bono
John Boyle
Benjamin Bristow
Christine Farrell
Andrew Heiser
Christopher Keinath
Patrick J. Lingane
John Mucci
Lasantha Pathirana
Michelle Rogers
Matthew Sherman
Tehtena B. Tenaw
Caileigh Warren

Plans for 2008-2009

The main goal for 2008-2009 is to start a
Mechanical Engineering Help Desk where the
PTS students will offer help to other ME
students on homework and other studies. The
help desk will be open four days a week for
two hours each day. Students will also be
involved in planning the Engineers Week
Dinner along with other engineering groups
and societies. As usual, FE review sessions
will be organized and possibly an end of the
year dinner involving faculty and students will
be prepared.

Chapter Officers 2007-2008

President Kyle Tilley

Vice President Alex Weintraub

Treasurer Joseph Martel

Secretary Caleb Wattley
Chapter Advisor

Dr. Richard Wilk
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Union Alpha Alpha
Union College, Schenectady, New York
Chartered May 5, 1990. Number 146.

Goals for 2008-2009

The goals of the chapter for 2008-2009 were to
maintain the current status we hold in the
Union College engineering community. The
yearly activities and responsibilities that the
society has always been looked on to perform
will be the main goal. Continuing of study
sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering
Examination will be the main focus. Also,
PTS will start an engineering help center
where they will work as tutors.

Activities

One of the activities conducted for this year
was the organization of a set of review
sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering
Examination. Professors were recruited and
asked to give reviews of exam subjects. All
members as well as the engineering
community as a whole were thankful of their
efforts.

In addition to the review sessions, PTS
successfully created an engineering help center
where all mechanical engineering students
were free to come and receive help with
homework or any other type of class work.

Graduates

Matthew Adams — pursuing PhD in

Mechanical Engineering, Boston University

John Boyle — plans unknown

Michael Bono — graduate school Cornell

University

Benjamin Bristow — plans unknown

Christine Farrell - NAVAIR propulsion

branch, Lakehurst, NJ

Andrew Heiser — Arup, New York, NY

Christopher Keinath - pursuing PhD in

Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Institute of

Technology

Patrick Lingane — plans unknown

John Mucci — pursing PhD in Mechanical
Engineering, Unknown University

Lasantha Pathirana — Pursuing PhD in
Mechanical Engineering, UC Santa Barbara

Michelle Rogers — plans unknown

Matthew Sherman - pursing Masters in
Mechanical Engineering, Tufts University

Tehtena Tenaw — Boeing, Manufacturing
Engineer, Seattle, WA

Caileigh Warren — Raytheon, Sudbury, MA

Awards & Recognition
ASME Old Guard Competition- 1% Place
Lasantha Pathirana
ASME Old Guard Competition- 2" Place
Andrew Heiser

Names of New Members

Fall 2008 Pledges
Caileigh Warren

Spring 2009 Pledges
Andrew Brown
Alexandra Guernon
George Kershaw
Gareth Lewis
Jessica Lord
Kathleen Phelan
Sarah Schinasi
Jason Shaffer
David Smoot
Katherine Sofia

Plans for 2009-2010
The goals for 2009-2010 will include
increasing members’ involvement in planning
and activities. As usual, FE review sessions
will be organized. Also, the incoming class
will attempt to further the effectiveness of the
current help center by integrating it with the
campus wide tutoring program.

Chapter Officers
President Matthew Adams
Vice President Lasantha Pathirana
Treasurer John Mucci
Historian Andrew Heiser
Secretary Michelle Rogers
Chapter Advisor
Dr. Richard Wilk
Reporter(s)
Matthew Adams
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Pi Tau Sigma
Union Alpha Alpha
Union College, Schenectady, New York
Chartered May 5, 1990. Number 146.
Chapter Report 2011-2012

Goals for 2011-2012

The goals of the chapter for 2011-2012 were to advance our status in the Union College
engineering community and make our presence known around campus. The yearly activities and
responsibilities that the society has always been looked on to perform were our main goal.
Continuing of study sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination were the main
focus. Also, PTS continued to help with the engineering help center, where upperclassmen act as
tutors for lower level engineering courses.

Activities

One of the activities conducted for this year was the organization of a set of review sessions for
the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination. Professors were recruited to give reviews of
specific exam subjects, during both the winter and spring terms. All members as well as the
engineering community as a whole were thankful of their efforts. In addition to the review
sessions, PTS combined with Tau Beta Pi and ASME to hold an engineering help center twice a
week. Unfortunately, due to the distance, we were unable to send a member to convention this
year. This will serve as one of next year’s goals.

2012 Graduates

Max Balter — Pursuing a graduate degree at Rutgers University

Kyle Bucklin — Undecided

Walter Chin — Working for Honda Research and Development, Akron, OH

Mcolisi Dlamini — Undecided

Krystle Gallo — Working for General Dynamics Advanced Information Systems, Pittsfield, MA
Eric Landry — Working for General Electric, Schenectady, NY

Christopher Pillsbury — Undecided

Michael Posilovic — Undecided

Kevin Quillinan — Working for Carrier Corporation, Jamesburg, NJ

Erik Skorina — Returning to Union College to complete a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics
Erin Villeneuve — Working for General Electric, Schenectady, NY

Awards & Recognition

RPI Student Professional Development Conference

ASME Old Guard Competition 1* Place — Max Balter

ASME Old Guard Competition 2" Place — Erin Villeneuve

ASME Old Guard Competition 3" Place — Mcolisi Dlamini

ASME Old Guard Competition 4" Place — Krystle Gallo

ASME Old Guard Competition Best Technical Talk — Mcolisi Dlamini

Union College Prize Day
General Electric Energy Steinmetz Award — Max Balter





John S. Hadala (1928) Endowed Book Prize — David Carabis
Warner King (1906) Prize — Krystle Gallo

Ethel Kirchenbaum Memorial Prize — Christopher Pillsbury
President’s Commission on the Status of Women — Krystle Gallo
Daniel F. Pullman Engineering Prize — Christopher Pillsbury
Mortimer F. Sayre Prize — Mcolisi Dlamini

New Members Fall 2011
Kyle Bucklin

Walter Chin

Michael Posilovic

New Members Spring 2012
Joshua Anderson
Charles Bouchard
David Carabis

Seamus Feider-Sullivan
Ryan Harris

Tyler Heck

Alexander Indig
Shelby Marks

Thomas Swanton
Robert Wagner

Plans for 2012-2013

The goals for 2012-2013 will include increasing members’ involvement in planning and
activities. As usual, FE review sessions will be organized. Also, the class will focus on
community outreach by working with a local high school in an engineering showcase and design
competition. Finally, we will attempt to get the chapter in good standing by sending a
representative to convention next year.

Outgoing Chapter Officers

President Krystle Gallo
Vice President Kevin Qullinan
Treasurer Max Balter
Secretary Erin Villeneuve
Historian Mcolisi Dlamini

Incoming Chapter Officers

President Ryan Harris

Vice President Charles Bouchard
Treasurer Seamus Feider-Sullivan
Secretary Shelby Marks

Historian Robert Wagner






Pl TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT
2013-2014
Union College Alpha Alpha

A. Initiations
The spring initiation ceremony was held on May 28" 2014. The fall initiation was
held on November 14" 2013. In the spring ceremony 9 students were initiated. In
the fall ceremony 4 students were initiated. In order to select the initiates, the
current chapter members considered the eligible mechanical engineering students
based on GPA. The students initiated were of excellent character and commitment
to furthering the profession. The initiates must commit to volunteering at least
three hours every 10 weeks to the running of our mechanical engineering tutoring
center. The initiation ceremony is held in a conference lounge on campus during
the middle of the day. The students are lined up alphabetically and led into the
room by a current member of Pi Tau Sigma to be initiated. After the initiation, the
initiates have social time and get to know one another.

B. Chapter Activities
Every trimester at Union the Pi Tau Sigma chapter runs a help desk for three
hours a week. The help desk is run by two students a week for three hours for a
total of six hours a week or 60 hours a term of service by Pi Tau Sigma members.
Over the winter months of January, February, and March the Pi Tau Sigma
chapter organized review sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering exam.
There were five sessions that were taught by Union professors that were a few
hours each. These sessions were open to all mechanical engineering students at
Union College rather than just the Pi Tau Sigma students.






Pl TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT
2014-2015
Union College (NY) Alpha Alpha

A. Initiations
There were two initiations held during the 2014-2015 academic year; both ceremonies
were conducted in accordance with the Rituals of Pi Tau Sigma®. Initiates were selected
as the top 35% of the mechanical engineering class. The fall 2014 initiation, held on
November 13, was for one senior mechanical engineer who was not able to be initiated
the previous spring. The spring 2015 initiation, held on June 4, inducted a total of
seventeen junior mechanical engineers into PTS. Celebration for both initiations featured
a brief photo session with current and newly initiated members.

B. Chapter Activities

e Asis customary for the PTS Alpha Alpha chapter, we held a weekly help desk for
mechanical engineering undergraduates. A different member of our chapter was
assigned to host the help desk every week.

e Additionally, our chapter organized a number of review sessions for the
Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam. We collaborated with Union College
professors and established dates and time slots that were mutually beneficial.
There were a total of ten review sessions covering ten different topics that would
be on the FE Exam.

e Members of Pi Tau Sigma Alpha Alpha are distinguished students on campus.
Aside from Pi Tau Sigma, members are also part of Tau Beta Pi, American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, Society of Automotive Engineers, Omicron
Delta Kappa and Order of Omega, to name a few.

e Unfortunately we were not able to send a representative to the national
convection; all members were seniors involved in various demanding senior
capstone projects. *

! http://www.pitausigma.net/ChapterBusiness/ChapterGuide/upload/RITUALS-OF-PI-TAU-SIGMA.pdf






Pi Tau Sigma Annual Chapter Report
2016-2017

Union Alpha Alpha

A. Initiates
For the academic year of 2016-2017 we held two initiation ceremonies. One was held on
November 16, 2016, and the second on May 31, 2017. For November’s initiation we
inducted three seniors who were in good academic standing. For May’s initiation, we
asked all eligible juniors who were in the top third of the class, and initiated 17 of 18.
Every initiate was asked to write a letter of acceptance for the nomination before being
inducted. The ceremony took place a week after they were informed of their eligibility,
based off the Pi Tau Sigma sanctioned ceremony.

B. Chapter Activities
Our chapter’s activity for the year was organizing and running a help desk for all students
taking Mechanical Engineering classes, or prerequisites three times a week. The days
were Mondays and Tuesdays at 4-6 PM or 6-8 PM. Each current member participated at
least once per term. Also, in addition to the help desk, the chapter was tasked to help
organize review sessions for the FE, Fundamentals of Engineering, exam. This included
reaching out to professors in specific disciplines to help prepare for the FE exam.

C. Outgoing Chapter Officers

President Jeremy Manus
Vice President Adam Ashcroft
Treasurer Shelia Kang
Secretary Kelsey Graham
Historian Ben Davis

D. Incoming Chapter Officers

President Adam Ashcroft
Vice President Matthew Ferdenzi
Treasurer Emily Jennings
Secretary Kentaro Barhydt

Historian Luke Eberth





