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Tri-State Delta Delta 
Trine University, Angola, IN 


Chartered December 5, 1972. Number101. 
 
Goals for 2008-2009 


The goals for 2008-2009 were to keep the 
members active, to induct new members, and 
to fill the void of our faculty advisor position. 


Activities 
During the past year, the Delta Delta Chapter 
held a banquet dinner for all current members.  
We also held two induction ceremonies, which 
included the induction of our new advisor as 
an honorary member. Also, we hosted a Quiz 
Bowl for all engineering students. Finally, we 
created an organizational page on our school’s 
website. 


Graduates 
Andrew Stotz – Ingersol Rand (Trane), 


Accelerated Development Program 
Engineer, La Crosse, WI 


Chris Ravenscroft – Engineering Fellowship, 
Colorado  


Ben Gadomski – pursuing Masters Degree at 
Colorado State University  


Phillip Mullen – plans unknown 
Timothy Murray – plans unknown  
Richard Skelton – plans unknown  
Matthew Turner – plans unknown 
Richard Witte – plans unknown 


Names of New Members 
Fall 2008 Pledges 


Daniel Higginbotham Darin King      
Eric Reichart Paul Rexroth 


Spring 2009 Pledges 
Dr. Brett Batson Clayton Bennett 
Christopher Borzenski Mark Brown 
Aaron Lease  


Transfer of Responsibilities 
Each incumbent officer explained the duty that 
the new officer will perform during the 
semester.  The incumbent president also 
personally delivered all chapter records and 
best practices to the new president, and he 
explained the significance of each item.  


Plans for 2009-2010 
We plan to begin the ’09-’10 school year with 
a t-shirt fundraiser, which will aid in our plan 
to send at least one member to the national 
convention. We plan on hosting our customary 
Quiz Bowl for all engineering students. 
Finally, we will hold our induction ceremonies 
and our year-end banquet. 


Chapter Officers 
President Daniel Higginbotham 
Vice President Eric Reichart 


Treasurer Aaron Lease 
Secretary Christopher Borzenski 


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Brett Batson 


Contact Information 
http://trine.edu/campus_life/student_activities/


clubs_organizations/PiTauSigma/default.cf
m 


Reporter 
Daniel Higginbotham 



http://trine.edu/campus_life/student_activities/clubs_organizations/PiTauSigma/default.cfm
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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT


2009-2010


Tri-State Delta Delta


A.            Initiations


All initiates were chosen based on strong academic achievements, in accordance with the 
national standards.  After the potential candidates were selected, the names were given to current 
members and any issues with said candidates’ integrity could be brought up and a group vote 
would be taken to determine whether to allow said person, or persons, to join.  Tri-State Delta 
Delta Chapter had no such issues with either the fall or spring initiates.  The fall initiation took 
place December 3rd, 2009 and the spring initiation took place on April 8th, 2010.  Both 
ceremonies were conducted in accordance with Pi Tau Sigma guidelines.  All inductees were 
seated at a large table where the president and vice-president read the guidelines, honors, and 
responsibilities of membership to the initiates.  The initiates were then asked if they agreed to 
uphold these responsibilities for the rest of their careers.  After accepting, the initiates signed 
their names into the Tri-State Record’s Book and were then greeted as new members by those 
gathered there.  After this, local chapter business was discussed -future events were the most 
discussed topic.  Two weeks after the initiation, a Spring Banquet was held for all current 
members, in part to celebrate the new members and also to bid farewell to our graduating 
seniors.


B.            Chapter Activities


Tri-State Delta Delta Chapter participated in 3 main activities during the year: National 
Convention, Engineering Quiz Bowl, and The Spring Banquet.


National Convention:
Our chapter was fortunate to have additional support from our ME department, as we were able 
to send 2 members to The National Convention without having to withdraw money from our 
budget.  Those who went said they very much enjoyed the experience.


Engineering Quiz Bowl:
Every year our chapter hosts a special quiz bowl specifically aimed at engineers.  We had about 
half of our members actively participate in everything from making up questions, running the 
Jeopardy-style PowerPoint, making advertisements, and hosting the event.  The event had a good 
turn out with 5 teams of 1-4 members.  Prizes included $100 for first place, $75 for second, and 
$50 for third.  Pi Tau Sigma was the only organization involved in putting this event together.


The Spring Banquet:
Approximately two weeks after the spring initiation, we had a small banquet at a local Mexican 
restaurant.  It was a great time for the members to get to know each other outside of class and bid 
farewell to our graduating seniors (just under half of the current members are graduating).







C.            Other


Employment Information for Recent Graduates:


Dan Higginbotham - Oak Press Solutions Sturgis, MI
Darin King - Oak Press Solutions Sturgis, MI
Paul Rexroth - Parker Hannifin Engineered, Seals Division Syracuse, IN
Clayton Bennett - Crane Naval Base Crane, IN








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2010-2011 


Tri-State Delta Delta 


A.            Initiations 


The Tri-State Delta Delta Chapter of Pi Tau Sigma held two initiations in the past year. 
Candidates for initiation were chosen based on their academic merit, per national standards. Fall 
initiation took place on December 9th, 2010. Eight students were inducted into the Delta Delta 
Chapter during the fall ceremony. The spring initiation ceremony took place on April 19th, 2011, 
and saw five students inducted. Both induction ceremonies were performed in accordance with 
Pi Tau Sigma guidelines.  


I. Fall Initiation 


The inductees were led into a dimly lit room where the current officers sat behind 
a long table. The key and crest were positioned on either side of the officers. For 
the fall initiation, initiates sat on the side of the table opposite the officers, and 
current members stood around the room. The President and Vice-President read 
the guidelines, honors, and responsibilities of membership to the initiates. The 
initiates were then asked if they agreed to uphold these principles for the 
remainder of their careers. Upon acceptance, initiates signed their names into the 
Tri-State Delta Delta Record’s Book and were congratulated by active members. 
At the end of the meeting, chapter business was discussed and officers were 
elected. New officers included: 


• President: Kramer Pursell (Junior) 
• Vice-President: Mike Abbott (Senior) 
• Treasurer: Andrea DiRuzza (Junior) 
• Secretary: Hannah Thomas (Junior) 


II. Spring Initiation 


Inductees were led into a dimly lit room, again, with current officers behind a 
long table. The key and crest were positioned either side of the officers. Initiates 
sat in the front row of a small theater, with current members sitting in rows behind 
them. The President and Vice-President read the guidelines, honors, and 
responsibilities of membership to the initiates. The initiates were asked if they 
agreed to support the responsibilities set in place that night for the rest of their 
careers. After agreement, initiates signed the Tri-State Delta Delta Record’s Book 
and were congratulated by members in attendance. New officers were then 
elected, with the exception of the President. Referencing the list above, the only 
new officer was Cody Wolfle (Junior), the new Vice-President. At the end of the 
meeting, newly initiated members were able to mingle with attending members 
while eating pizza and discussing chapter business. All members in attendance 
were given an idea of activities planned for the following year, as well as a review 
of events from the previous. 







B.            Chapter Activities 


With funding from the Mechanical Engineering Department and Trine University Student 
Senate, the Tri-State Delta Delta Chapter was able to send two members to the National 
Convention in Chicago, at the University of Illinois- Chicago. Both members benefitted from the 
experience, and came up with ideas on how to better our chapter through talking with members 
of other Pi Tau Sigma chapters. 


The Tri-State Delta Delta Chapter also took a photo of graduating seniors to be included in the 
Senior Honors Day Celebration held on campus. Also, we used chapter fees to buy honors cords 
for our graduates. 


C.           Other  


Graduates’ Future Plans: 


Mike Abbott- Test Engineer at Navistar- Ft. Wayne, IN 


Chris Armstrong- Process Engineer at Steel Dynamics- Jeffersonville, IN; and pursuing Masters 
Degree in Business Administration at Indiana University Southeast 


Kara Benschneider- SkySight Technologies, LLC- Ft. Wayne, IN 


JP Benner- Eagle Technologies, LLC- Hampton, VA 


Jordan Buchanan- plans unknown 


Shawn Grooms- Navistar- Lisle, IL 


Nick Gullette- General Electric Hitachi Nuclear- Wilmington, NC; and pursuing Masters Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering at North Carolina State University  


Tom Laderach- Navy Nuclear Propulsion Officer Candidate Program- Charleston, SC 


Jason Paff- Associate Development Engineer at Hitchiner Manufacturing 


Michelle Tscheulin- plans unknown 





