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Miami Sigma Upsilon 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida Chartered January 22, 


1977. Number 93 


Goals for 2007-2008 
For the 2007-2008 academic year, our goal was to 
increase the college of engineering's awareness of 
Pi Tau Sigma. The chapter set out to promote a 
higher standard of academics by the availability of 
members for tutoring services. Members were able 
to meet the needs of the students by individual 
tutoring sessions as well as large study groups. 
 
Activities 
Members were tapped and initiated in both the fall 
and spring semesters for this academic year. Tutoring 
services were utilized as expected. All members 
were required to devote at least two hours of 
available tutoring services a week. Group tutoring 
sessions were conducted by the members as well as 
private sessions. 


Members of the Sigma Upsilon chapter were 
involved in many events throughout the 
Engineering Department and were active in 
other engineering societies. 3 students are active 
members in ASME and one was the President of 
UMASME for 2007-2008 academic year. 2 other 
students are also active members of AIAA. 


 
2007-2008 Graduates 
Anna Anllo – Working in North Carolina with GE 
Luis Berrizbeitia -Working in Texas for an oil company 
Gina Passaro - Miguel Ramos – Plans unknown 


 


 
Names of New Members 
Fall 2007 Pledges 
Joe Dussling 
Ian Gillis 
  
Spring 2008 Pledges 
Evan Kriminger 
Angela Lowe 
Richard Stehle  
Sedat Yelkin 
 
Plans for 2008-2009 
For the upcoming year, the chapter is looking to 
increase its role and visibility around campus. We will 
continue to provide tutoring to undergraduate MAE 
students. 


The chapter also hopes to participate in more 
national and regional design competitions, such as 
those sponsored by ASME. We hope to collaborate 
with other engineering organizations on campus, 
such as ASME, to increase involvement. The 
chapter also plans to send two students to the 
annual PTS conference in February in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
  


Chapter Officers 
 President  Gina Passaro 
Chapter Advisor 
 Dr. Kau-Fui V. Wong 
Contact information 
  UMPiTauSigma@yahoo.com 
Reporter 
  Richard Stehle 
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Miami Sigma Upsilon 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida Chartered January 22, 


1977. Number 93 


Goals for 2008-2009 
For the 2008-2009 academic year, our goal was to 
further the college of engineering's awareness of Pi 
Tau Sigma along with making our chapter more 
recognized amongst other Pi Tau Sigma student 
chapters. The chapter set out to promote a higher 
standard of academics by the availability of 
members for tutoring services. Members were able 
to meet the needs of the students by individual 
tutoring sessions as well as large study groups. 
 
Activities 
Members were tapped and initiated in both the fall 
and spring semesters for this academic year. Tutoring 
services were utilized as expected. All members 
were required to devote at least two hours of 
available tutoring services a week. Group tutoring 
sessions were conducted by the members as well as 
private sessions. 


Two chapter members attended the 2009 
annual Pi Tau Sigma Convention at the University 
of Michigan. The members that attended were the 
president and vice president of the chapter, Richard 
Stehle and Angela Lowe respectively. 


Members of the Sigma Upsilon chapter were 
involved in many events throughout the 
Engineering Department and were active in other 
engineering societies, such as ASME and AIAA. 
Members attended conferences and participated in 
design competitions for both of these engineering 
organizations. 
 
2008-2009 Graduates 
Ryan Brearley – Looking for employment 
Gene Chong – Traveling the world 
Joe Dussling – Graduate Studies at Purdue University 
 Ian Gillis – Looking for employment 
Mark Huber- Applying to Graduate School 
Evan Krimminger- Graduate Studies at the University of         
                      Florida 
Angela Lowe- Attending Graduate School  
Brad Perry- Looking for employment 


Richard Stehle- Graduate Studies at the University of        
                  Florida 
Sadat Yelkin-Working with a racing team 


 
 


Names of New Members 
Fall 2008 Pledges 
Ryan Brearley 
Daniel Espinal 
Brian Lee 
Daniel Lind 
Hannah Sposato 
  
Spring 2009 Pledges 
Evan Asher 
Eduardo Cantera 
Danielle D'Alesio 
Amador Guillermo 
William Heironimus 
Nicholas Perilla 
Brad Perry 
 
Plans for 2009-2010 
The main focus of the chapter for next year will be to 
achieve Pi Tau Sigma good standing status. This will 
be accomplished by maintaining recruitment and our 
attendance at the national convention at Texas Tech 
University. 


For the upcoming year, the chapter will 
continue to increase its role and visibility around 
campus. We will continue to provide tutoring to 
undergraduate MAE students and participate in 
engineering organizations. Member involvement in 
sponsored design competitions and conferences to 
further engineering experience and interests will 
continue. 
 
Chapter Officers 
 President-Richard Stehle 
 Vice President -Angela Lowe 
Chapter Advisor 
 Dr. Kau-Fui V. Wong 
Contact information 
  UMPiTauSigma@yahoo.com 
Reporter 
  Richard Stehle 
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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT  


2009‐2010  


Miami Sigma Upsilon 


University of Miami, Coral Gable, Florida Chartered January 22, 1977.  Number 93 
 


Goals for 2009-2010 
For the 2009-2010 academic year, our 


goal was to remain in good standing by 
holding initiations to maintain recruitment.  
Our chapter also planned to make Pi Tau 
Sigma more recognizable around the college 
of engineering by extending our services as 
academic tutors for lower level fundamental 
mechanical engineering classes such as 
thermodynamics, physics, and statics.  
 
Initiations 


Members were tapped and initiated in 
the fall semester for this academic year.  
Four graduating seniors were selected for 
being in the top 20% of the graduating class.  
They were inducted in September of this 
year at which a photograph was taken to 
display in the designated Pi Tau Sigma 
section of the mechanical engineering events 
board. Following initiation was a celebratory 
dinner with the section advisor, Dr. Wong.   
 
Activities 


Tutoring services were organized as 
planned.  All members were required to 
devote two hours of available tutoring time 
during finals week from 8-10pm.  Finals 
week was chosen because it is a busy time, 
and seemed like the best time to get a large 
turnout for the tutorials.  Members would 
work a designated time slot and students 
were free to come and go as needed.  These 
tutorials proved helpful since they provided 
one-on-one tutoring time with the top 
upperclassmen.   


Members of the Sigma Upsilon chapter 
were involved in many events throughout 
the Engineering Department and were 
active in other engineering societies, such as 
ASME, AIAA and SWE.  The University of 
Miami section of ASME organized and held 
the regional conference this year and many 
Sigma Upsilon chapter members were an 
integral part of its  


 


 
success.  The 2009-2010 presidents of the 
University of Miami chapters of AIAA and 
SWE were also Sigma Upsilon members.   
 
Names of New Members 
Brandon Antoine 
Bao-Chan Do 
Luke Fitzpatrick 
Andrew Gotschall 
 
Plans for 2010-2011 


The main focus of the chapter for next 
year will be to achieve Pi Tau Sigma good 
standing status. This will be accomplished 
by maintaining recruitment and our 
attendance at the national convention.  
Unfortunately due to funding issues, our 
chapter was unable to attend the national 
convention this year.  A main focus for next 
year will be fundraising and raising enough 
money to send the president to represent the 
Sigma Upsilon chapter at the national 
convention.   


For the upcoming year, the chapter also 
plans to continue to increase its role and 
visibility around campus. This will be 
accomplished by continuing the tradition of 
holding tutorial sessions for undergraduate 
MAE students during finals week.  We also 
want to maintain member involvement in 
various organizations on campus especially 
engineering societies.  
 
Chapter Officers 2009-2010 
President-Hannah Sposato 
Vice President-Guillermo Amador 
 
Chapter Officers 2010-2011 
President- Nicholas Perilla 
Vice President- Evan Asher 
 
Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Kau-Fui V. Wong 
 
Reporter 
Hannah Sposato 


  








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2010‐2011 


 


Miami Sigma Upsilon 


University of Miami, Coral Gable, Florida Chartered January 22, 1977.  Number 93 


 


Goals for 2010-2011 


For the 2009-2010 academic year, our 


goal was to remain in good standing by 


holding initiations to maintain recruitment. 


Our chapter also planned to make Pi Tau 


Sigma more recognizable around the college 


of engineering by extending our services as 


academic tutors for lower level fundamental 


mechanical engineering classes such as 


thermodynamics, physics, and statics. 


 


Initiations 


Members were tapped and initiated in 


the fall and spring semesters for this academic 


year. Three graduating seniors were selected 


for being in the top 20% of the graduating 


class and eight juniors were selected for being 


in the top 10% of their class. The three 


seniors and three juniors were inducted in 


September and five juniors were inducted in 


March of this year at which a photograph was 


taken to display in the designated Pi Tau 


Sigma section of the mechanical engineering 


events board. Following initiation was a 


celebratory dinner with the section advisor, 


Dr. Wong. 


 


Activities 


Tutoring services were organized as 


planned.  All members were required to 


devote two hours of available tutoring time 


during finals week from 6-10pm.  Finals week 


was chosen because it is a busy time, and 


seemed like the best time to get a large 


turnout for the tutorials.  Members would 


work a designated time slot and students were 


free to come and go as needed.  These 


tutorials proved helpful since they provided 


one-on-one tutoring time with the top 


upperclassmen. Members of the Sigma 


Upsilon chapter were involved in many 


events throughout the Engineering 


Department and were active in other 


engineering societies, such as ASME, AIAA 


and SWE, NSBE, and SHPE. Several of the 


2010-2011 executive board members of the 


University of Miami chapter of ASME were 


Sigma Upsilon members. 


 


Names of New Members 


Alexei Bordas, Andrew Carlson, Ben Daniels, 


Don Holder, Thomas Hutley, Sean McDowell 


Miguel Michelangeli, Michael Viklund, 


Thanh Vu 


Sean Welsh, Xuyang Zhang 


 


Plans for 2011-2012 


The main focus of the chapter for next 


year will be to achieve Pi Tau Sigma good 


standing status. This will be accomplished by 


maintaining recruitment and our attendance at 


the national convention. Unfortunately due to 


funding issues, our chapter was unable to 


attend the national convention this year.  A 


main focus for next year will be fundraising 


and raising enough money to send the 


president to represent the Sigma Upsilon 


chapter at the national convention. For the 


upcoming year, the chapter also plans to 


continue to increase its role and visibility 







around campus. This will be accomplished by 


continuing the tradition of holding tutorial 


sessions for undergraduate MAE students 


during finals week.  We also want to maintain 


member involvement in various organizations 


on campus especially engineering societies. 


 


Chapter Officers 2010-2011 


President - Nicolas Perilla 


Vice President – Evan Asher 


 


Chapter Officers 2011-2012 


President - Donald Holder  


Vice President – Thomas Hutley 


 


Chapter Advisor 


Dr. Kau-Fui V. Wong 


 


Reporter 


Nicolas Perilla and Donald Holder 


 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2012‐2013 


Miami Sigma Upsilon 


University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida Chartered January 22, 1977.  Number 93 
 


 


Goals for 2012-2013 


For the 2012-2013 academic years, 


our goal was to remain in good standing by 


holding initiations to maintain recruitment. 


Our chapter also planned to make Pi Tau 


Sigma more recognizable around the College 


of Engineering by extending our services as 


academic tutors for lower level fundamental 


mechanical engineering classes such as 


thermodynamics, physics, and statics. 
 


 


Initiations 


Members were tapped and initiated in 


the fall and spring semesters for this academic 


year. Two graduating seniors were selected for 


being in the top 20% of the graduating class 


and five juniors and two sophomores were 


selected for being in the top 10% of their 


class. The two seniors and one junior were 


inducted in October and four juniors and two 


sophomores were inducted in March of this 


year at which a photograph was taken to 


display in the designated Pi Tau Sigma section 


of the mechanical engineering events board. 


Following initiation was a celebratory dinner 


with the section advisor, Dr. Wong. 
 


 


Activities 


Tutoring services were organized as 


planned.  All members were required to devote 


two hours of available tutoring time during 


finals.  Finals week was chosen because it is a 


busy time, and seemed like the best time to get 


a large turnout for the tutorials.  Members 


would work a designated time slot and 


students were  


free to come and go as needed.  These tutorials 


proved helpful since they provided one-on-one 


tutoring time with the top upperclassmen. 


Members of the Sigma Upsilon chapter were   


involved in many events throughout the 


Engineering Department and were active in 


other engineering societies, such as ASME, 


AIAA and SWE, NSBE, and SHPE. Lastly, 


Olivia Ching, Vice-President 2012-2013, 


represented the Miami Sigma Upsilon Chapter 


at the National Convention. 
 


 


Names of New Members 


Mark Agate, Edward Carrington, Kathryn 


Haefner, Alexander Limia, Christopher 


Longfield, Nicholas Masotto, Christian 


Perez, William Sanchez, Carlos Upegui. 
 


 


Plans for 2013-2014 


The main focus of the chapter for next year 


will be to achieve Pi Tau Sigma good standing 


status. This will be accomplished by 


maintaining recruitment and our attendance at 


the national convention.  A main focus for next 


year will be fundraising and raising enough 


money to send a representative of the Sigma 


Upsilon chapter to the national convention. For 


the upcoming year, the chapter also plans to 


continue to increase its role and visibility 


around campus. This will be accomplished by 


continuing the tradition of holding tutorial 


sessions for undergraduate MAE students 


during finals week.  We also want to maintain 


member involvement in various organizations 


on campus especially engineering societies. 


 


 







Chapter Officers 2012-2013 


President – Richard Chan 


Vice President – Olivia Ching 


Chapter Officers 2013-2014 


President – Nicholas Masotto 


Vice President – Kathryn Haefner 
 
 


Chapter Advisor 


Dr. Kaufui V. Wong 
 
 


Reporter 


Nicholas Masotto and Richard Chan 








 


Miami Sigma Upsilon 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 


Chartered January 22, 1977. Number 93. 


 
 
Goals for 2013-2014 


 For this academic year, the goal of the 
Miami Sigma Upsilon chapter of Pi Tau Sigma 
was to improve the tutoring experience during 
final exams. The number of tutors available was 
increased as well as the total amount of time 
for which sessions were held. A large group 
session was organized for the most demanded 
course as well. 
 
Activities 
 Two groups of new members were 


initiated; one in the fall and one in the spring. 


Tutoring sessions were held for finals in both 


the fall and the spring. Members devoted two 


hours each to tutoring. Pi Tau Sigma members 


also held active positions in many other 


engineering organizations such as ASME, AIAA, 


and SHPE. The President and Vice President also 


attended the national Pi Tau Sigma conference. 


 


Graduates 


Mark Agate – PhD in Aerospace Engineering 


 at Georgia Tech University 


Katherine Haefner – M.S. at Stanford 


 University 


Nicholas Masotto – Working for Lockheed 


 Martin Missiles & Fire Control, Orlando 


Sarmad Chaudry – PhD in Mechanical 


 Engineering at the University of Florida 


 


New Members 


 


Benton Patterson      Brian Jozefat 


     Silvana Lopez               Andres Casas 


James Johnston          Charles Pecora 


Gabriel Soto                Sarmad Chaudhry 


Weiqi Wang 


 


 


Plans for 2014-2015 


 For the next academic year the chapter 


is making the transition to a new faculty 


mentor. We also plan to attend the centennial 


Pi Tau Sigma conference. The number of 


members attending will be dependent on 


funding with selection of attendees being based 


on participation in chapter activities. Tutoring 


services will continue to be offered with an 


attempt at improving the quality of said services 


based on feedback from students. 


 


Awards 


Stenning Award for Top Mech. Eng. GPA - 
Nick Masotto 
Stenning Award for Top Aero. Eng. GPA - 
Kathryn Hefner 
Anderson Award for Best Contributions to 
MAE Dept. - Nick Masotto 
PTS Service Award (from UM Honors Dept.) 
- Nick Masotto 
PTS Award for Best GRE scores 2014 - 
Sarmad Chaudhry 


 


Chapter Officers 


President - Benton Patterson 


Vice President - James Johnston 


 


Chapter Advisors 


Dr. Kau-Fui V. Wong – Outgoing 


Dr. Ines M. Basalo – Incoming 
 


 The Miami Sigma Upsilon chapter of Pi 
Tau Sigma would like to thank Dr. Wong for his 
30+ years of service as chapter advisor. We also 
wish to welcome our new advisor Dr. Basalo. 
 


Contact Information 


b.patterson5@umiami.edu 


 



mailto:b.patterson5@umiami.edu





 


Miami Sigma Upsilon 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 


Chartered January 22, 1977. Number 93. 


 
 
Pi Tau Sigma National Convention 


 The Pi Tau Sigma National Convention 


was held at Texas A&M University from 


February 21-23.  The Pi Taus from the Sigma 


Delta Chapter proved to highly coordinated and 


dedicated to ensuring the success of the annual 


convention. Each chapter was briefed well in 


advance to guarantee travel plans were not a 


problem and were provided with a well-


organized itinerary upon arrival.  The University 


of Miami Sigma Upsilon Chapter was 


represented at the convention by Chapter 


President Nicholas Masotto and Vice President 


Kathryn Haefner.  


 Upon arrival to the Hilton Hotel in 


College Station, Texas on Friday evening Pi Taus 


were provided with a welcoming dinner, 


sponsored by BP.  An introduction and roll call 


was provided by PTS National President Dr. 


Mun Yung Choi who later introduced the 


Keynote Speaker, Dr. Polycarpou, Department 


Head of Mechanical Engineering at Texas A&M.  


After dinner, three breakout meetings were 


scheduled to provide students with information 


on convention planning, history and best 


practices for PTS, and Master’s Degree for 


Industry.  Friday nights events were wrapped up 


with a Friday Night Social consisting of bowling, 


laser tag, mini golf, and pool. 


Saturday morning all Pi Taus were 


shuttled from the Hilton to the Memorial 


Student Center on campus and provided with 


breakfast and a preview from Illinois-UC for the 


100th PTS convention in 2015.  Shortly after, the 


chapter of North Texas Beta Eta of the 


University of North Texas was initiated to 


become the 175th chapter chartered since the 


founding of the association on March 16, 1915. 


Seeing the ritual for the first time is truly a great 


experience and exemplifies what it means to be 


a member of Pi Tau Sigma.  Members were then 


privileged to gain insight into the work industry 


from a Mechanical Engineering perspective by a 


company panel consisting of BP, Halliburton, 


and Schlumberger.  After breaking for lunch, 


sponsored by Schlumberger, a video was shown 


to highlight Schlumberger and their role in the 


Energy Services Industry.  Following the 


presentation, members had the opportunity to 


interact with each other in a fun group trivia 


event. 


For the later part of the afternoon, 


members had the opportunity to choose from 


attending the career fair and find potential 


employment with companies such as BP, 


Halliburton, National Instruments, 


Schlumberger, and Chevron Phillips or to attend 


various tours of the research laboratories on 


campus.  Some of the laboratories included 


bipedal experimental robotics, advanced engine 


research, turbomachinery, shock tube and 


advanced mixing, and plasma research.  The 


convention was concluded with a dinner and 


presentation sponsored by Halliburton. For a 


final farewell all students gathered for a 


Saturday social event. 


 








	
  
Miami	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  


University	
  of	
  Miami,	
  Coral	
  Gables,	
  Florida	
  
Chartered	
  January	
  22,	
  1977.	
  Number	
  93.	
  


	
  
	
  
Goals	
  for	
  2014-­‐2015	
  
	
   For	
   this	
   academic	
   year,	
   the	
   goals	
   of	
   the	
  
Miami	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  chapter	
  of	
  Pi	
  Tau	
  Sigma	
  was	
  
transition	
   to	
   a	
   new	
   faculty	
   advisor	
   as	
   well	
   as	
  
continue	
   tutoring	
   services	
   during	
   finals.	
  We	
  also	
  
wanted	
   to	
   increase	
   our	
   presence	
   in	
   the	
  
community.	
  
	
  
Activities	
  
	
   Two	
   groups	
   of	
   new	
   members	
   were	
  
initiated;	
   one	
   in	
   the	
   fall	
   and	
   one	
   in	
   the	
   spring.	
  
Tutoring	
   sessions	
  were	
   held	
   for	
   finals	
   in	
   the	
   fall	
  
semester.	
  Members	
   also	
   volunteered	
   to	
   judge	
   a	
  
local	
  science	
  and	
  engineering	
  fair	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  Pi	
  
Tau	
  Sigma	
  members	
  also	
  held	
  active	
  positions	
   in	
  
many	
   other	
   engineering	
   organizations	
   such	
   as	
  
ASME,	
   AIAA,	
   SHPE,	
   and	
   SWE.	
   The	
   President	
   and	
  
Vice	
  President	
   also	
   attended	
   the	
  national	
   Pi	
   Tau	
  
Sigma	
  conference.	
  
	
  
Graduates	
  
	
   These	
   students	
   graduated	
   from	
   the	
  
University	
   of	
   Miami	
   following	
   the	
   end	
   of	
   2014-­‐
2015	
   academic	
   year	
   and	
   the	
   Sigma	
   Upsilon	
  
chapter	
   wishes	
   them	
   the	
   best	
   of	
   luck	
   in	
   their	
  
future	
  academic	
  and	
  professional	
  careers.	
  	
  
	
  
Andres	
  Casas	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  James	
  Johnston	
  
Brian	
  Jozefat	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Silvana	
  Lopez	
  
Tyler	
  Lovelle	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Christian	
  Perez	
  
William	
  Sanchez	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  John	
  Santucci	
  
Gabriel	
  Soto	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Weiqi	
  Wang	
  
	
  
	
  
New	
  Members	
  
	
   The	
   Sigma	
   Upsilon	
   chapter	
   is	
   excited	
   to	
  
welcome	
   these	
   new	
   members	
   into	
   the	
   Pi	
   Tau	
  
Sigma	
  community	
  
	
  
	
  


	
  
Roland	
  Dahl	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Mike	
  McKay	
  	
  
Alex	
  Christodoulides	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Zach	
  Garland	
  	
  
Hannah	
  Arnholt	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ricardo	
  Palacios	
  	
  
Matthew	
  Montiel	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
 
	
  
Plans	
  for	
  2015-­‐2016	
  
	
   For	
   the	
   next	
   academic	
   year	
   the	
   chapter	
  
wants	
   to	
   create	
   a	
   larger	
   presence	
   on	
   the	
   Coral	
  
Gables	
  campus.	
  We	
  want	
  to	
  coordinate	
  with	
  AIAA	
  
and	
  ASME	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  department	
  event	
  during	
  the	
  
first	
   few	
   weeks	
   of	
   the	
   semester	
   for	
   incoming	
  
freshman.	
  We	
  also	
  want	
  to	
  host	
  an	
  event	
  where	
  
engineering	
   students	
   come	
   talk	
   about	
   previous	
  
internships	
   and	
   research	
   opportunities	
   and	
   the	
  
process	
   of	
   applying	
   for	
   them.	
   We	
   also	
   plan	
   to	
  
attend	
   the	
   annual	
   Pi	
   Tau	
   Sigma	
   conference,	
  
which	
   will	
   be	
   held	
   at	
   USC	
   this	
   upcoming	
   year.	
  
Finally,	
   we	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   have	
   an	
   event	
   for	
   the	
  
juniors	
   in	
   the	
   department,	
   where	
   seniors	
   come	
  
and	
   talk	
   about	
   their	
   senior	
   design	
   projects	
   and	
  
the	
   process	
   of	
   senior	
   design.	
   Tutoring	
   services	
  
will	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  offered	
  with	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  classes	
  
where	
  students	
  most	
  frequently	
  seek	
  help.	
  	
  
	
  
Chapter	
  Officers	
  
	
   We	
   are	
   happy	
   to	
   welcome	
   these	
   new-­‐
elected	
  officers	
  to	
  the	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  chapter	
  


	
  
President	
  –	
  Thomas	
  Mills	
  
Vice	
  President	
  –	
  Charles	
  Pecora	
  
Treasurer	
  –	
  Matthew	
  Montiel	
  	
  
Secretary	
  –	
  Hannah	
  Arnholt	
  


	
  
Chapter	
  Advisor	
  


Dr.	
  Ines	
  M.	
  Basalo	
  	
  
	
  


	
  
Contact	
  Information	
  
	
   T.mills4@umiami.edu	
  	
  







	
  
Miami	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  


University	
  of	
  Miami,	
  Coral	
  Gables,	
  Florida	
  
Chartered	
  January	
  22,	
  1977.	
  Number	
  93.	
  


	
  
	
  
Pi	
  Tau	
  Sigma	
  National	
  Convention	
  


The	
   Pi	
   Tau	
   Sigma	
   National	
   Convention	
  
was	
   held	
   at	
   the	
   University	
   of	
   Illinois	
   Urbana-­‐
Champaign	
  from	
  February	
  26th	
  to	
  March	
  1st.	
  	
  The	
  
members	
   of	
   the	
   Alpha	
   chapter	
   coordinated	
  
events	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  convention.	
  Travel	
  
plans	
   went	
   smoothly	
   for	
   the	
   most	
   part	
   despite	
  
occasional	
   weather.	
   	
   The	
   University	
   of	
   Miami	
  
Sigma	
   Upsilon	
   Chapter	
   was	
   represented	
   at	
   the	
  
convention	
   by	
   Chapter	
   President	
   Benton	
  
Patterson	
   and	
   Vice	
   President	
   James	
   Johnston.	
  
Sigma	
   Upsilon’s	
   members	
   arrived	
   late	
   in	
   the	
  
evening	
  on	
  Thursday.	
  


	
  Guests	
  stayed	
  at	
  several	
  hotels	
  over	
  the	
  
weekend,	
   the	
   Sigma	
   Upsilon	
   chapter	
   stayed	
   at	
  
the	
   iHotel	
   where	
   the	
   majority	
   of	
   convention	
  
events	
  took	
  place.	
  	
  On	
  Friday,	
  the	
  Better	
  Practices	
  
Think	
   Tank	
   allowed	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   various	
  
chapters	
   to	
   discuss	
   way	
   in	
   which	
   they	
   run	
   their	
  
organizations.	
   Sigma	
   Upsilon	
   took	
   careful	
   notes	
  
and	
   has	
   marked	
   several	
   suggestions	
   for	
  
implementation	
   in	
   our	
   own	
   branch	
   of	
   Pi	
   Tau	
  
Sigma.	
  Thursday	
  also	
  saw	
  tours	
  of	
  several	
  of	
   the	
  
Research	
   Park	
   facilities	
   on	
   the	
   Illinois	
   campus	
  
including	
  Caterpillar.	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  attended	
  the	
  
tour	
   of	
   several	
   smaller	
   research	
   facilities.	
   In	
   the	
  
evening	
   a	
   panel	
   met	
   to	
   discuss	
   the	
   running	
   of	
  
various	
  Mechanical	
  Engineering	
  departments.	
  


On	
  Saturday	
  morning,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  chapters	
  
competed	
  in	
  an	
  event	
  called	
  “Combine-­‐It”	
  where	
  
they	
   were	
   asked	
   to	
   combine	
   to	
   disparate	
  
products	
   and	
  make	
   a	
   commercial	
   for	
   the	
   result.	
  
The	
   event	
   was	
   entertaining	
   and	
   encouraged	
  
meeting	
   new	
   people.	
   On	
   Saturday	
   afternoon,	
  
there	
  was	
  a	
  career	
  panel	
  where	
  guests	
  discussed	
  
the	
  differences	
  between	
   industry	
   and	
   academia.	
  
After	
   this,	
   shuttles	
   took	
   guests	
   to	
   the	
   main	
  
engineering	
  quad	
  at	
  the	
  university	
  where	
  there	
  	
  


	
  


was	
   a	
   career	
   fair	
   and	
   tours	
   of	
   the	
   various	
  
facilities.	
  On	
  Saturday	
  evening,	
  the	
  Alpha	
  chapter	
  
hosted	
  a	
  social	
  event	
  for	
  all	
  attendees.	
  


On	
   Sunday	
   morning,	
   guests	
   were	
  
addressed	
  and	
  thanked	
  for	
  attending,	
  next	
  year’s	
  
convention	
   at	
   the	
   University	
   of	
   Southern	
  
California	
   was	
   discussed,	
   and	
   then	
   everyone	
  
departed.	
  Sigma	
  Upsilon	
  returned	
  to	
  Chicago	
  via	
  
shuttle.	
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Miami Sigma Upsilon 
 A. Initiations 
On September 9th, we inducted three new undergraduate initiates. The members were 
selected based on the top 25% for juniors and top 35% for seniors. Selection was made 
under the supervision of advisor Ines Basalo. Initiation was held in the general purpose 
conference room. The initiation was conducted by officers Niko Minasola and Ryan 
Samuels, who read the constitution of Pi Tau Sigma and had the initiates recite the pledge 
required for initiation. The event was celebrated with pizza. 
 
On February 2nd, we inducted eleven new undergraduate initiates. The members were 
selected based on the top 25% for juniors and top 35% for seniors. for seniors. Selection 
was made under the supervision of advisor Ines Basalo. Initiation was held in the general 
purpose conference room. The initiation was conducted by officers Niko Minasola and 
Ryan Samuels, who read the constitution of Pi Tau Sigma and had the initiates recite the 
pledge required for initiation. The event was celebrated with pizza. 
  
 B. Chapter Activities 
 
On September 9th, following the initiation, our chapter met to plan for activities like 
tutoring and a career panel night.  
 
On November 14th, our chapter met to plan for activities like tutoring.  
 
On November 14th, our chapter hosted a career panel for other students in the engineering 
school. Several student members of Pi Tau Sigma spoke about their internship 
experiences and research opportunities. They also spoke on topics such as networking, 
resume building, and professionalism.  
 
On February 2nd, following the initiation, our chapter met to plan for activities like 
tutoring. We also discussed the details of the 2017 convention and made plans for which 
members would attend. 
 
Several times throughout the year, our chapter hosted tutoring sessions for 
underclassmen. A few highly qualified Pi Tau Sigma members were present in our 
general purpose conference room for several hours each session, during which students 
who had concerns about any of their classes could walk in and receive tutoring. Students 
in classes such as thermodynamics and fluid mechanics were particularly encouraged to 
come. This was advertised through email blasts and by having the professors tell their 
students.  
 
On February 4th, several members of Pi Tau Sigma volunteered at a regional high school 
science fair. They helped judge the projects and questioned the students about their work.  







 
On February 24th, eight members of our chapter attended the national convention at 
Drexel University in Philadelphia. Members of our chapter participated in the design 
competition, attended speakers, and networked with other members of Pi Tau Sigma to 
strengthen our relationship with other chapters. A few key members also met with the 
leadership of the Drexel chapter to discuss the challenges they had faced while planning 
the conference.  
 
On April 3rd, the chapter had a general assembly meeting to elect a new e-board, as well 
as to talk about end of the year business. The new e-board consists of Mitchell Hamann 
as president, Wesley Wynn as Vice President, Swati Narasimhan as Treasurer, and Max 
Rosenfeld as secretary. At this meeting those that attended the national convention gave a 
report to the rest of the chapter, and parts of the 2018 national convention were discussed. 
Tentative planning subcommittees were formed for various purposes for the 2018 
convention.  
 
 C. Other 
 Our chapter will be hosting the 2018 national convention. Following the April 3rd 
election of new leadership, planning began for the convention. Since that time, numerous 
meetings have been held and substantial progress has been made. Key players at the 
University of Miami have been identified and brought into the planning process. We have 
space reserved for the convention on February 23-25. We have ample space for activities 
such as speakers, design competitions, workshops, a career fair, and more. We have made 
a preliminary schedule and budget, as well as drafting a prioritized list of companies that 
we plan to contact about sponsoring the event. We have begun constructing the website 
for the event, and are also negotiating with hotels for the best deal on rooms for attendees 
from out of town. We have put together a sponsorship prospectus and look to start 
contacting companies very soon.   
 


	
Above:	UM	Pi	Tau	Sigma	Volunteers	at	the	Miami-Dade	County	Science	Fair	





