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Phi Lambda  
University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 


Chartered October 29, 1984. 132. 
 
Goals for 2008-2009 


The primary goal of the chapter is to organize 
the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are 
given.  In addition, new PI Tau Sigma 
members are recognized.  Two initiations were 
held in the Fall of 2008 and the Spring 2010. 


Activities 
Members organized two senior dinner events 
and held two initiations  


Graduates 
Brian Butler – works for Medtronic 
Amara Cleveland – still looking 
Katye Graves – attending graduate school 
Joshua Harpole – still looking 
Jesse Sain – Pickering 
Thomas Morano – attending graduate school 


Awards & Recognition 
Brian Butler – Outstanding Senior in 


Mechanical Engineering 
Names of New Members 
Fall 2008 Pledges 


Dillon Nix  
  


Spring 2009 Pledges 
Sergio Mendoza Brian Moore 
Thomas Morano  


Transfer of Responsibilities 
Responsibilities are transferred immediately 
after the Spring inductions.  Officers are 
elected and assume responsibilities at that 
time. 
 


Plans for 2008-2009 
The plan is to continue organizing the biannual 
senior dinner and hold two initiations every 
year. 
 


Chapter Officers 
President Michael Nix  
Vice President Sergio Mendoza  
Treasurer Brian Moore 
Secretary Brian Moore  
  


Chapter Advisor 
Dr. Jeffrey Marchetta  


Contact Information 
jmarchtt@memphis.edu 


Reporter 
Dr. Jeffrey Marchetta  
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PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT  
2009‐2010  


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
A. Initiations 
To be considered for election to active membership a student's scholastic ranking must lie in the 
upper percentage of the student's respective classification in accordance with the Eligible Group 
column shown below. Election of active members must be done so that the maximum number of 
active members in each respective classification does not exceed the percentage of the entire 
class as shown in the Maximum column shown below. 
 


*Eligible Group      * Maximum 
First term Juniors      upper 25% 17% 
Last term Juniors      upper 33% 25% 
First term Seniors      upper 35% 33% 
Last term Seniors      below 33% 


 
The initiation process:  One of the active members leads the initiates into the dimly lighted room.  
Each initiate holds a lit candle.  The President and Vice President are stationed behind a desk or 
table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and illuminated by candlelight such 
that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the officers.  The 
President and Vice President read the ritual of Pi Tau Sigma.  Condensers are place around the 
neck of each new member at the completion of the ritual.  New members are welcomed and 
congratulated at the close of the initiation ceremony.  A celebratory dinner follows the ceremony. 
 
New members: 
Fall 2009 Pledges 
No eligible candidates  


Spring 2010 Pledges  4/24/10 
Sara Gordon 
Joseph Meadows 
William Anderson 
Brandon Rasmussen 
Stephen Doorley 


B. Chapter Activities  
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new PI Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  Two initiations were held in the Fall of 2009 and the Spring 2010. 
 
C. Other  
None 
 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2010-2011 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are chosen on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship (upper 
35%), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates sholding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
12/7/2010 
4/26/2011 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new PI Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  Two initiations were held in the Fall of 2010 and the Spring 2011. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2011-2012 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are chosen on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship (upper 
35%), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates sholding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
12/7/2011 
5/26/2012 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new PI Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  This year the senior dinner was held at Central BBQ with 31 in attendance.  Two 
initiations were held in the Fall of 2011 and the Spring 2012. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2013-2014 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are chosen on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship (upper 
35%), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates holding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
12/4/2013 
4/30/2014 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new Pi Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  This year the senior dinner was held at Central BBQ with 34 in attendance.  Two 
initiations were held in the Fall of 2013 and the Spring 2014. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2014-2015 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are chosen on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship (upper 
35%), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates holding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
12/4/2014 
4/29/2015 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new Pi Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  This year the senior dinner was held at Central BBQ with 12 in attendance.  Two 
initiations were held in the Fall of 2014 and the Spring 2015. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2015-2016 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are chosen on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship (upper 
35%), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates holding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
12/5/2015 
4/27/2016 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary goal of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new Pi Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  This year the senior dinner was held at the University Center Ballroom with 25 
in attendance.  Two initiations were held in the Fall of 2015 and the Spring 2016. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 
2017-2018 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 
 
A. Initiations  
 
Selection 
PI TAU SIGMA members are invited to join on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship 
(GPA≥3.25), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical 
Engineering.  Honorary members are selected on the basis of successful achievements in the 
profession of mechanical engineering. Practicing engineers and full, associate, or assistant 
professors of mechanical engineering are eligible. 
 
Initiation Procedure 
Initiates holding candles are led into a dimly lighted room. The President and Vice President are 
stationed behind a desk or table. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau Sigma are displayed and 
illuminated such that all initiates can clearly view them. The initiates are assembled before the 
officers. The President calls the initiation ceremony to order.  The President and Vice President 
read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates respond accordingly.  Following 
the initiation, the new members sign their names into the official logbook.  New members are 
introduced and recognized at the Semi-Annual Senior Dinner Celebration. 
 
Initiations 
4/17/2018 – 5 Undergraduates inducted, 1 Honorary Member 
 
 
 
B. Chapter Activities  
 
The primary activity of the chapter is to organize the biannual senior dinner.  At this event 
graduating seniors recognized and awards are given.  In addition, new Pi Tau Sigma members 
are recognized.  This year the senior dinner was held at the University Center Ballroom with 25 
in attendance.  One initiation was held in the Spring 2018. 








PI TAU SIGMA ANNUAL CHAPTER REPORT 


2018-2019 


University of Memphis Phi Lambda 


 


A. Initiations  


 


Selection 


PI TAU SIGMA members are invited to join on a basis of sound engineering ability, scholarship 


(GPA≥3.25), personality, and probable future success in their chosen field of Mechanical 


Engineering.  Honorary members are selected on the basis of successful achievements in the 


profession of mechanical engineering. Practicing engineers and full, associate, or assistant 


professors of mechanical engineering are eligible. 


 


Initiation Procedure 


Initiates holding candles were led into a dimly lighted room. The Crest and Insignia of Pi Tau 


Sigma were displayed and illuminated so that all initiates could clearly view them. The initiates 


were assembled before the officers and the president called the initiation ceremony to order.  The 


President and Vice President read the initiation rituals of the Pi Tau Sigma and the candidates 


responded accordingly.  Following the initiation, the new members signed their names into the 


official logbook. The new president and vice-president were nominated and elected. The 


members were given their keys and were recognized at a following dinner celebration. 


 


Initiations 


4/24/2019 – 5 Undergraduates inducted 


 


 


 


B. Chapter Activities  


 


The primary activity of the chapter this term was to keep the chapter running smoothly and to 


induct new spring initiates that could keep the chapter running after the officers graduated. The 


induction event and the following celebration dinner recognizing the new initiates was planned 


and executed on April 24th, 2019. The chapter also created a guideline for the future officers 


(how to plan the initiation, lessons that were learned and suggestions for the future) so that the 


chapter could actually expand in size and activities for future years.  


 
  


 





